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® SERIAL STORY

BY W. H. PEARS

.THREE TO MAKE READY :-

| the open French doors and broke |
| on the ficor. The aulphurous odor |
of bad eggs filled the room, Tony,
the first 10 realize what had hap- |
pened, dushed for the door. Paula,
far behinil, saw him start
down the steps, them crumple to
the ground.
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FPAULA GOES TO A PARTY

CHAPTER VIN
ACK at the house Paula tried
in vain to study. Her mind
was whirling. She thought, “1f 1
eould only talk things over with
somecne. With Tony

She told herself she mustn't plle |
her troubles on Tony, but it was
no use. She felt she had to see
bim, She went downstalrs and
called his house.

Characteristically he asked no
questions; he sald simply, “T711 be
right over, Paulie.”

The porch was deserted when |
Tony arrived. Paula brought out |
cushions and they sat on the steps. ||

An immense solitude stemed to
hold the campus, and Paula and!|
Tony, too. They shared it, reluc-
tant to break the silence, Paula
sharply aware of the difference
between silence with Tony and
silence with Chris,

It was Paula whe finally spoke:
*Kilo Sherwood paid me a wvisit
tonight.”

A match flared briefly as Tony |
lighted his pipe. She saw in that |
moment the seriousness of his lean
face.

N melodramatic, 1 hope.”

“A little” Paula said with a
forced laugh. “Either I send Chris
the League, meaning her
she'll use some hold she

him."
“Don't be too sure she won't”
advised. “She's a clever gal.
l.ued to petting what she

“That's why I called you, Tony.
shall 1 do?"

“Abou! sll you can do, Paulie,

keep 2 u.hr. rein on Chris™

“It seems so silly to be fussing,
this way over a grown man™
sald, and was instantly|

paper
it a match while Paula read:
'Clndlmylrv:!mdm:

Paula asked. \
“Hunch, maybe; I dunne. . . .

you hold Chris #o his date
for that night everythingll be
okzy, 1 goess.™
"Don't worry, 1 will" Paula
waid. “But I really think Chris

She held out her hand. “Good
night, Tony. Thanks a million
times for coming. Sorrr I was a
baby.”

“You're thanking me!” He sand-
wiched her slim hand between his
iwo big ones. “Why have you
been avoiding me Int.p[y“

“Why, Tony, 1..." But Paula |
eouldn’t lie to him. “1—I thought
“h‘;" best. Pleage doni't ask me
-

“Don't do it, Paulle—avoid ma,
T mean. I think | know whast
you'rs worried about. Will you |
let me handle that? When >ou |
get in a jam I always want to |
be the first to lmow it"

- -

L.M‘B the ionwm; afternoon |

Paula sst in the Sweetland |
having a coke with Chris. Final !
exams were underway and she |
attributed his qumn:{n to hard |
work. Bhe chattered lightly, tell-
ing him about Teny's immunn |
o the party.

Chris sald with a2 suddennnss '
that numbed her: "Why don't you |
#0? You're strong for this Greek- |
letter stuft™

Paula hesrd her own voice,
choked and  indistinet, saying, I
“Why, Chris, don't vou remembes?
You sald we'd celebrate the night ‘
after finals . . . just the two of |
oe,™

1 l‘rm‘?." Chris replied, “but ’

Nt wam't really a date, zm going
16 be pretty tired and ,
“Does that mean ., . , Look,

l ‘Chris, am I being stood up?”
He peered into his coke as if
:1: iLe:'p«dgd o read the future
“Paulle,” he said grimly, “there's
something I've got 1o do that
: might, l—it's pretty dam impor- |

tant.”

“Chris,® Paula forced him o
meet her gare, “are you going
‘back on your promize to me?
Aboul the League, 1 mean? He-
ﬂa“l"l’t: are ., M

& iwisied away from the ques-
Mion. “For Pete's sake, Paulie,
lbp giving me the third degree!”

e smapped. “This is something
Jou don't understand.”

*"Okay, Chrir, I dont.™ She

over her hurt with hard,
tle words,

Paula ran bnndry out of the
Bweetland befors Chris could see

|the rush of hot tears to her eyes,
| Back at the Gamma Tau houss
fshe went to the telephone and

'called Tony.
[y changed my mind, 'l'onr.
|ahe told him. 'l‘m Mn; the

iparty with y:m. x
| * ATE Thursday afternoon Paula

| 13 Single thing

| 16 Epoch,

took her last examination,
»mm!miﬁthb-dmdlhp‘l

'until momning. When she awak-

«ened she was sware of a new at-
‘mosphere the campus,

4 Paula would have

' weived gsy, ralaxed hours

to go on a lark with Chris and | (To Be Conltmued)

Tony. but the last few weeks had
changed everything., Glumly she |
selttied down in her room with a
book.

After supper a sctamble began
among the Gamma Taus to get
ready for their respective parties. |

Slim, bright-cheeked 1s dashed
dy sbout aiding the ‘ Baby Nightinqale

Captain J\I.mk and Lieuten
ant Brown, with two black cats,
Iwere the first to span the At-
lantic by air, in 1818,

wildly about ralding their sisters’
rooms for bits of jewelry, wailed
over sangged hose and fought with
stubborn curls,

Even Paula’s low spirits took
a jump as she alid into her new
formal, Its gea-green chiffon cas-
caded down from her slim waist
and foamed about her ankles. The
tight=-fitting bodice, with {ts heart-
shaped neckiine, molded her firm |
figure into lovely lines

Looking at her radiant woung
scll in the mirror, Pauia sald de-
terminedly, “I will have a good
time, 11l go and dance and for-
get Chris and the League, This |
is my night to hewl!™

TO\'\'S fraternity had spared no
expense {0 make the party a |
success. A band from the city
dispensed music both sweet and
bot. A huge buffet supper was
spread in the dining reom, French
doors onto the veranda had been
thrown open 1o permit dancing |
outside, but around 10 o'clock a |
shower drove the guests baek inte
the big living room. |
Tony, handsome in a while mess
jacket, gave Paula his complete
asttention. When he held her tight
she forgot that his dancing wos
short of perfection. She closed her
eyes and abandoned herself 1o the
gay mood of the party. A mond
compounded of spring, seft music,
perfume and the carelree spirit
that follows a winter’s hard work

She was dancing with Tony | purse in mock dlsaster Hobitiss-
when something salled through tion at Nyack, N, Y.
By William
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