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LOVE POWER
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YEATERDAY! Evea Leana had
mat antleipated the terrifie force
wl x-m explosiom. The entire

Widsr
in blown l- ltn ull wa ane heard
Leasn's t meream. The ¥

fa protecied by ithe salld &
alde of Tunte. mly, where l-

" r-:ln l.. his car
PLANS FOR TWO |
CHAPTER XXIV

Bon HALE suffered the tortures |

the damned as he raced
bl:k down the cld mine road. It
was narrow, and winding. and so
required 10 minutes at the best
possible speed. He was sobbing in
a sort of prestrained hyateria,
Nelther he nor the man with him
could speak. Bob had black visions
of his village completely burled or
at least laid In death and ruin.
Epecifically, he suffered in seeing |
Carolyn Tyler dead a thousand
Waye.

He swerved around the last
curve, then, and instantly {denti-
fled Carcolyn herself,

He yelled at her. “CAROLYN!
i+ « CAROLYN!"

It was a wild, frenzied cry which
dipped into infinite gladness when
he smaw that she was actually
running.

'I'HI village seemwed intact, wd

other folk were stirring now,
but he recognized Carolyn frem
afar partly because he so desper-
stely wanted to and partly because l
he couldn't mistake the bright red
ghirt she still wore, the same one
she had worn during the ride.

‘That shirt had intrigusd him for
two hours this afternoon. It had
been a gay challenge to L:unn:
Sormi's severe black-and-white|
riding habit. It had been precisely
the right complement for Caro-
Iyn's flaxen curle, It had wpp-:d—'l
just right—her dark blue, form-
fitting jodhpurs, 1o emphasize her!
as the slender, lovely girl she was,

He stopped his car when he had |
10, jumped out and sarted run-
ning.

There was no outpouring of
words between them.

All at once he was holding her,
Just clasping her tight, feeling her
ery and trembling powerlully with
her in sheer intensity of emotions.

It was she who murmured first.
*"Bob! . . . Bob!"
| *Little girl!® He kissed the fop
sof her forehend, still squeezing her

He shut his eyes tightly.
ere was a strange, sad, and yet
ecstacy between them,
L
was no chanre to relax '

for almost 24 hours. But 1
pn that second day, amid the stir-

g and the milling end the ex-
tement of peoples arriving and

rln; through all the inevitable, if
indly hullabaloo, Bob said that the
had come to take Carolyn |
way lest she drop In her tracks. |
er mother had already been sent
fto Blair, along with most of the
remalning personnel here in the
pmountain village, Officinls from
fthe Arizona county seat, 100 miles
awny, had come 1o take charge.

First thing Bob did was to make
«Carclyn eat. She had lived only on
fa sandwich and a few cups of cof-
dee forced on her since yesterday,

“You must eat also” she re-
minded him, there in the tiny Blair
lnn. “Gee, Bok, we do get into the
mwiullest 1'1|nz:'.“

The meal was a life saver, In
both It restored strength, energy,
hope. |

“Mind £ we don't go back to-
night?" he asked wanly
twilight meal, “Let's t
alone, where we can

They didn't have to go far, Only |
a mils or 80 10 escape the flood
©of newspaper men, photogra
officers, curious folk who had
poured in. They left Bob's car and |
sat on a flat red boulder near the
road.

Stars had begun thelr timeless
‘winking, Later there would even
be & muon, but nlready the world
was beautiful with the soft, eva-
nescent something that In early |
night,

Presently they found themselves
talking. Quietly, intimately, dis-
passionately going over the whole
thing, recounting sll the weeh
since she hod first come to w
for him, re-living the horror of the
explozion itself but in a new feel.
ing of deep gratitude for escape,

“I wailed for you, Bdb, at the
guard shack, when the guards told
me you had mot come by she
repeated for perhaps the tenih
time. "I just did! But when it
happened, I was afrald sou had
gone in! The grinite cliff saved
jus even there, but I couldn't know
about you."

He held her very close, "You
waited, For me! It seems {0 me
that I have waited for you since
time began, Carolyn! Waited and
hungered for you. I was so madly
in love with you when you dropped

| tion for dev

hand a little closer in

the alrplane that—If it
lhadn't been for your Ken Palmer,
I should have— Carolyn, I warn
you I don't intend to be o gentle-
man ever again! You hod told me
dn the beginning that Ken loved
prow. I feit it only fair to—2*

*But T dldn't say T Joved him!™
ishn laughed again. “And all this,
Iwhile I thought you indifferent!
| He shook his hend a little bit-

ferly. *1 tried dutifully to force
hll,ll! on—Leana. Thinking, and
aaring, she and 1 might—might—

Hemember, T even appealsd Lo

*I remember,* Carolyn whis-

pect of |l ‘mnﬂ 1'*": that
would case ‘..::.‘-:1]“9 vess to linger

Ot course, Bob. Oh Bob, please
hold me very clise, and kiss me

HEY :a!‘kr for more than an

hour, quietly, tenderl
the best solace they could have
arranged. He grew, {f possible,
mare dear to her than ever, more
grand,
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1t was he who, finally, said, *1
think I e earned & rest, Caro-
Iyn, and I'd L

with Fyou. amier is near, and the
P

is beautiful
p down the
to Mexico Cliy—
's romance land, sweet-

pped into a boylsh
! Here was a
Bob Hale she had never known
before! She could mot answer, in
words; there was a ness in her
throat. But abhe could press her
the erock
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