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CHAPTER XXI1I

O'N four different occasions Leana

Sorml had clocked the time
pecessary fo walk from the Tyler
cottage, down & trail, around the
emrving mailroad track and into
the old mine shaft tn the X.080
It varied only from 19 to 24 min-
utes.

She had, therciore, only %o set |

an arbitrary hour for Carolyn to
be inside the shaft. Then she could
time hersel! accordingly, and be
at her prepared station on the far
vide of Mummy Ridge.

She knew that her concealed
receiver-generator, wired to set off
the dynamite cap, was extremely

e. Her 1tr it on
Muommy Ridge would reach it eas-
ily, even through the rock and
wofl of Tonto Mountain.

This time she had no accom-
plices, no one but herself to trust.
The perfection of the plan gave
Leana double satisfaction

First, it would completely re-
move that annoying stenographer
from the scene, she who had so
brazenly intruded upon Leama's
and Bob's affsirs.

Second, it would “punish™ Rob-
ert for neglecling-her, by destroy-
ing the X-p8% which bhe had
worked mo long to produce, Leana
saw this not as fantastic reasoning
but as logical, righteous means to
an end.

She was 30 pleased with herself
on this appointed day of victory
that she had accepted Robert's im-
pulsive invitation to ride horse-
back with him and Carolyn.

Why not go? Why not! It would
be her hour of triumph over the
stupid, unsuspecting Tyler girl!

In preparstion, Leana spent al-
most an hour dressing this after-
noon. She had only the Hopl In-
dian cook to nid her, and she
lacked what any average Amer-
fcan-borm woman would have
called essential cosmetics, but she
did an excellent fob.

Perfecting her halr, she =aw thst
it was literally the spun gold of
the love-story herolnes. She posed

her mirror—undeniably she
possessed form and grace. She

€ tyes were an
alluring gray-blue. Only her
leheeks and lipa annoyed her. The
|cheeks were too high, like the

cook’'s, and the lips were

tely large and coare

| Angrily, she knew she could do
mothing about either. She hastened
[to don a most becoming riding
wcortume.

- - -

CARC‘LYN experienced a mo-

ment of panic when Leana
Hoined them That Leana had come
it all, or that Bob had even nsied
her, was a distinet surprise. Of
loourse, Carolyn had no alternative
but to pretend pleasure.

“How do you DO Leana
jgreeted her with astonithing
‘heartiness. It was ns if they had
been old acqualntances, meseting
agaln after maonths of separation,

v *“You Jook so nice!” Carolrn ven- |

Hured, and meant it
"But not nearly as sweet and

Wainty a2 you. lsn't she the loveli-
|

est thing, Hobert, dear™"

Robert, dear, it developed, wan
quite in agreement. In truth he
was delighted that the two g
were so companionable. He
called now that they hadn't eulti.
wated much of a friendship as yet.

But he berated himself for that.
8iner Carolyn joined the ptafl

wveryone had been a0 busy and |
distracted by various excitemnents, |
He resolved 1o foster their friend- |
ship more. And anrway, come o |

think of it, Leana was a sensitive
person wham he was supposed o
—tn, uh—he frowned o bit
himeelf.

He didn't wish even 1o think of
his deeper personal "responsibili-
Ues” townrd her right now: he
wanied only io ride for relaxstion

“1 could make thousands of men
Jealous this afternoon,” he said

“Goodness, Bob!" Carolyn was
mervous, but plessed,

“Dr, Hale is gallant,” Leana rup-
plied. "But tell me more about
yoursell, Miz= Tyler. Do you have
sejentific leanings slen? Or have
you been trained more extensivels
in the fine arta?™ She rpoke loftily,

Carolyn tried not to show that
she was |ll at ease. “Oh, no. 1 did
go through college, Junior college,
J mean. But I—1 hed to work after
that. T hed to work my way
ithrough junior college in fact. I

Won't mean I'm ashamed of that, |

Ibut I mean—"

It sounded so lame as to be om-
ibarrassing. Why was she allowing
this woman o annoy her? But she
ldidn't answer her own question;

she only knew that Leans Sormi
thad re-awnkened in her a vague
but positive fear. Fear of the un-
known: &an Imperative, urgent
sense of alarm.

There was nothing she could do
about it
L . -

HE two hours' ride dragged like

two centuries. Leana kept up
(her astonishing conversation, Arty,
highbrow talk, not quite posey but
definitely -uperior.lduvdn; cg:-

ily i Yalboat benrd oo

dween her own distinguished

achievements and Carolyn's mea-
ger education and career

Bob Hale didn't notice. He wa
wont o beam happily at both of
them and to show
horse could do. He wi
n lariat. He was a carefreo Kid at
play agsin, He saw nothing of the

what

girls* rather desperate drama of
words, For that, Carobn w
thankful

When the trip w @

they were back at their
iage stables ngain
with a certain fo

¥ sepatated
merriment.

g0 protably he had already gone |

in
From actoss & canyon Leana
watched Carolyn depart. She notedt

the exact time on her wrist wateh, |

Then she rode her horse on around
fummy Ridge oul of aight
26 minttes
pressed & switch on the trans-
mitter she hadiconcealed

(To Be Continued)

Bonanza
Cy Pool of Willow
Calil. was a visitor to

» of her daughters and

familles, Mre. Lola Pankey and
Mrs. Mable Maxwell, She was
accompanigd by another daugh
ter § sot-in-law  and  grand
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry

Dyer and Geraldine from Red

she |

Carolvn walked straight home. It ding. Calif: The enlire group.
was after § o'clock, she noted. Her | Lrctuding  Mrs, Maxwell and|
mother was mixing a chocolite | 4, Delores and Mrs. Pan
cake snd, oddly. it didn? &t ke faughtors, Olive and
Carolyn, who alwo loved 1o eook. | gy Eita, returned with Mes

She just sat and stared at the Acor
for 20 minutes or so—and was
surprised again when Leana Sormid
called her from out front She

went to the porch, Leuna wan still
oh her horse.

“Oh Miss Tvler.,” Leana began
“Robert asked me to br a con-
fidential message. He wa Mi 10

moet him in the 1
pleaye. It seemoed

Carolyn was m
“AL—ET"

Leana nodded. “Yes. He thought
it best 1o meet there while most
of the village |« the
hour.” Leana spoke sig
| “You understand
| #tance. I think 1

moTe my

&
m
-3
B
3
A

down o the il @
bend that led 1o the
tain tunnel She was cuw

locked for Bob but didn

s She |
t see him,

Pool to Willow Ranch Saturday
evening and spent Mother's day
there

The Bonsnea Garden club will
meel At library butlding
Friday afternoon, when Mrs
Blanch Gowan will act as hos-
here will be an Interesting
with members

answer

il call with a verss about
and Mrs. Fred Hilton |
were called to the bedside of

Hiltan's mother last Tuesday af.

ternoon. The Langel Valley

matron was reported to be quite

{ Mrs. Ed Gowan and

OUT OUR WAY By J. R. Williams
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'RED RYDER

Helen were visitors
th friends in Sprague River|
Iast Sunday
2a now has a dentist

> Taber hus est
al office noxt door 1o Bill's
The office will bo open
two days a week, Tuesday
Wednesday.

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
Ferguson
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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE

e 1 GEE OLD
oLl GUS 15 Koo
REW/OLD wan 1T AINT

KROLL GOES
U5 5 NOSE= ,
By Fred Harman
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