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eves were cieaniing wiuiiy now.
She gripped the arms of her chair.
"1 can Like every bit of it, and
leave the cyclotron and the other
equipment in such condition that
he would need another year, at
least, to repair them! In that time
I can I run!'"

The possibilities were stagger-
ing. And in I.rana Sormi, to plan

course was to act on it at or.ee.

(To Be Continued!
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Something inside Leana Sormi
had snapped.

She went to her own office

again, carefully locking the door;
sat at her desk to stare otl at
nothing. Her facial expression
then would have caused anyone
instant alarm. Again, in charac-
teristic manner, she drove straight
to a point, this time in her
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jTiBVIOUSLY the situation
had made Robert Hale

changed man. She. Leana, had
done everything possible to con-
trol him. She facts are facts, to
be faced as such loved the man.
Undeniably.

She had all but thrown herself
at him in person, and in a letter.
And her only response had been a
tersely polite note, impeccably re-

assuring but entirely unresponsive
in its subtler, more meaningful
tones.

On the other hand she was Rob-
ert Hale's partner in full conn-den-

here. One of the only two
persons in all the world who knew
the priceless secret!

"There hes mflnite power!" she
whispered, so intent that she
trembled. "Power in more wavs
than he suspects!" The fury
swelled within her. "It is as much
mine as his. I deserve it! He is
nothing but a boy, here at the
crucial time. I should have full

of it! I can! . . . I . . .

charge
the thought oc

curred to her in genuine logic

be'rkTof huudHcrvast Hale
scientific

and

knowledge could easily devise a
safewav. But she loved him: or
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LEAN' A PLANS KEVKNCB

CHAPTER XII
T KAMA SORMI, perfectly

groomed, as always, because
her scientific mind revolted
against anything not precise and
orderly, swung down the hallway
in graceful strides. Carolyn
watched her from a distance and
had to admit the older woman's
bodily beauty and grace. Leana
bad limbs, hips, torso, shoulders,
hair and posture which any girl
might envy, and Carolyn told her-

self, fearfully, that these can go
a long way to offset a rather plain
face. Especially it they are topped
with a brilliant mind.

To avoid any clash, Carolyn's
first urge was to hurry into her
own office. She knew Leana was
coming to see Bob. Next instant,
however, she remembered the
somewhat frantic way in which.
Bob had pleaded for help in his
strange courtship with Leans, so
she waited.

"You look lovely this morning,'
Carolyn said, by way of greeting.

Leana warmed ever so slightly.'
"I always wear white well."

There was no more. No smiles.
No moment of geniality, no fur-
ther bit of girl talk. Leana passed'
on as if detached from the world.

Carolyn sensed anew that she
could never be of any help to Bob
Hale in his personal heart matter..
Everything in her rebelled against

(trying!' a
T EAN'A went to Bob's office,

i Carolyn, anxious to escape the
unavoidable eavesdropping, or,
interfering in any way, found ex- -i

cuses to stay away from her desk.
w In characteristic oiuntness.
(Leana drove straight to her point.
."Robert, now that you have re
turned to actual work," she em- -'
Dhasized the last two words al
most bitterly "perhaps you will'
be so good to tell me the plans
you have made.

The thrust escaped his notice.,
In truth, Leana was not so much!
concerned over the future of X- -
899 as she was of the fact that:
Bob had returned from the west I

yesterday afternoon, and had. to!
Leana's astonishment, taken Caro--
lyn to dinner.

"Right, Leana! I was going to
send for you. Or come to your
office." Dr. Hale, although supe

rior here, hsd always tacitly
placed Miss Sormi in a position of
virtual partnership and equality'
in their laboratory work. She had
come to expect it. "As a matter
of fact," he went on, "Carolyn has'
made most of the arrangements
already. She is to"

"Indeed! The matter was taken
right out of my hands."

Her asperity caught his atten
tion. Be looked up at her in sur-

prise. "But, Leana, she why
not? Carolyn is to be compli
mented. For efficiency. She had
already ordered a freight car
when I arrived home, had the
exact train schedule on my desk.
She had anticipated my reasoning
that a freight car offers the best
and safest transport.

"Carolyn arranged to load the
icar at the Meyer switch, only half
a mile from here. The lead con
tainers will be cast and ready by

16 or 7 o'clock tonight. The girl is
ipriceless.

"There'll be so much secretarial
work, so I've asked Carolyn to go
west with us. Move out there. I

with her mother. Dependable help
is invaluable, Leana, and she has
proved herself."

He smiled tolerantly. "We're
just not used to having a secre-
tary, you and I. Somebody to do
'our work."

"Tiie danger is enormous," said
she, coldly.

"Unavoidably." He nodded
agreement "Which is all the more
reason for getting our job done
with dispatch. Carolyn has some
good ideas about packing, too.
Look, she suggests if ordinary
coil springs be mounted on all
sides of the padded containers,
and they in turn padded again
outside, there is practically no
possibility of shock no matter how
rough the trip may be. As you
know, ordinary shock should not
disturb anyway. Only
heat or a percussion cap might do
it-- Ana yet, that first effort "

He recalled the explosion, which
still baffled him, "For getting it
to tne train, Carolyn agreesthat" a a

Carolyn, Carolyn!
Robert seemed full of her

ncme. Leana's lips tightened,
worked In and out nervously. She
was shrewd enough to say no
more, though, lest she reveal
something of the deep resentment
she felt The Tyler girl had no
place here, no right! She was am
intruder, what had "efficiency
to do with it? Any child could
charter a freight car, suggest a
packing case.

Leana left Bob Hale's office, os-

tensibly to go to the laboratory.
Actually she was tense with anger,
unreasonable but real. She had
expected him to spend all of last
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