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CHAPTER VI
AROLYN leamed that Bob Hale |
was safe when she telephoned |
ber mother at 8 a. m.
“He called here twice and came |
out just a little bit ago!™ Mrm. |
Tyler said, after Carolyn's initial

f

"Oh, thank you, mother! I'm all
right. Tl be home soon. Don't
you worry.”

"A woman called all night too. |
A Miss Sormi. Who {3 she? She
also said she had to Jocate Dr.
Hale. Emergency reasons, she
sald. She was most distracted, but |
1 suppose the whole town s
Carolyn, you baven't had any
rert and—"

But personal rest and comfort
were farthest from Carolyn's
mind. She hung up and immedi-
ately P ed the S¢
Laboratory, where she worked.
Nobody answered. She realized
that practically everybody would
still be at the scene of the explo-

-nlunhmankhlfwammlo.i
the Chief of Police said. Ha
warned that other bodies may yet

“Authorities seem agreed that
there must have been several con-

"Unquestionably & was mabo-
tage, police sald, although just
how a fumniture factory and a
Feenhouse  affect  preparedness |
measures is not clear. The rail-
road destroyed was only a branch
line of minor importance in the
national scheme.

“Another theory advanced by
federal officers was that the empty
warehouse may have been used
A3 & secret cache of saboteurs and
was exploded prematurely or un-
intentionally at this time. Foreign
agents are known to have been—" |

- - -
T}{E paper had thorough cover-
Age, amazingly so, considering .
the gnitude of the expl
and the ahort time since it oe- |
curred, even though the officers’
theorizing was entirely wrong.
Carolyn read and re-resd. Then |
the found hersell walking up a |
streel. She had long since lost her
friendly taxi driver, hadn't even
thought of paying him. Presently |
the was on the edge of the big ’

crowd of people and cars and
found snother taxi that could turn
around and take her away.

She had herself driven directly
to the Schoenfeld Laboratory. By
the time she arrived its main plant |
and s office bullding were bathed |
in dawn’s sunshine, and the sheer||
beauty of that was a sort .{ spirit-
ual lift. Moreover, she instantly

thankful you escaped. All of us
Such da o

“That's what | can not under-
stand. How it exploded! Why?"
o&BUT you said it was highly ex-

ploaive.”

*Yes, but 1 meant in power only
Not that it would go off easily
Sudden heat, or a percussion cap
such as i used on dynamite-
these might set it off,

“But we had it securely in two

lead containers, with wrapping |

around that and cotton padding
on the truck foor. There was ab-
solutely no possibility—and yet.
of course, there must have been!™

“Please don't be too distressed,

“But T am! [ sent only a part
of what we have, Carolyn! My
thought was to divide & in sep-
arate localities to guard against
posaibility of tampering, however
remote. But the first bit moved
has caused this! That which we
have still in the laboratory must
be moved far away at once! With
utmost personal care. 1 will do it
mysell, The great loss this mormn~
ing iz to0 appalling!™

*You tried a logical way before.
You must nol blame yourselfl”

She spoke so vehemently that
he was impressed and he squeezed

her hand in gratitude. Leana |

Sormi had seen them; she came
out of the office building walking
fast Her face was ¢ven more
pale than pormal, and strained
“Robert, you must come home
with me,” sh* ordered, peremp-
torily, ignoring Carolyn “We
must be rational. Say nething W
any one. Nothing! You haven’t

slept for two ¥z and nights,
You will colla; »!"
That much = true, surely.

Carolyn saw Miss Sori.l take
Bob's arm and litc -I' fore him
toward her own xi. When th

| driver began t0 expla.n that he |

was walting on order, Carolyn
hastened 1o pay and release him.
But she stood watching, vaguely

alarmed ‘n an entively new way,
as the cab drove off with her em-
ployer and his efficient woman

com panion
(To Be Continued)
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saaw  Robert Hale, When she
jumped from her cab, ordering nH
to wait, Dr. Hale ran to her.

He eouldn't talk for a

He just jabbed a finger at her;
awkwardly and swallowed, |

“It's all right! Al right!” Caro-
Iyn murmured, intently. Don't feel
badly. Please don't! Come on in.
side, at once!"

He didnt look like a boss now. ‘

In truth, he was simply a young
man half craxed with anxiety.

“You were st the farmhouse
when it happened,” she sald for
him.

“Yes. I—It didn't comel The
X-000, The—1 heard the explo-
slon. You knew too? You knew
what had happened?"

“Not for sure;, Bob, But I
Buessed. 1Y couldn’t have been
anything elee, 1 felt. You had told
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me how terribly powerful it was.
Thizs proves i, We must—iet's
make no hasty decivions. Let's be
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LATE A LEETLE STORY
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| FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS
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