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ANN SETS THE DAY
CHAPTER XX
F was Hsl Parks who took
things In hand when be ar- |
rived. With ene srm proteciingly |
eround April, he talked to the
copstable, drove fo the palice sta-
tion and arrunged for bond. The
date of the hearing in lower court
was set for the following Friday.

That night, April came home
earl¥, managed to carry the hid-
den brown sultease into the house
unseen. Not that it mattered, she
thought with a wry mmile twist- I
ing bher mouth, # all the family,
all the town watched her. It was
oo late now to spare Ann from
the gomip that would be sure %o
follow Winkie's sull; too late to
keep Dad from knowing she was
accused of trying to "fx" a casc.

Lying awake in bed that night,
she was sure she heard sounds
of sobs from the adjoining room
where Ann slept.

But there was no sign of tears
in Ann's eyes the next moming.
Excvept for her pallor, she was
seemingly as happy as she had
been since Kent hod returned.

“Kent and I have set our wed-
ding day.," she amnounced &t the
breakfast table. *“It will be on
Saturday aftrrnoon, Mother, and
because—awell, because of every-
thing, we've decided it will be a
very quiet ceremony here at
bome."

Mother brightened instantly at
this news, sithough she showed
the morks of worry from the ex-
perience last night when Winkie
had brought the warrani She put,
down her coffee cup with a claiter,
“Saturday? We never can do ft,
Today is Tuesday, so that means
only four days to get ready.”

“Oh, I think we can manage it
nicely,” Ann said

“You going to the altar on Sat-
urday and me to jsil on Friday™
April tried to joke.

“Flease, April" Mother pleaded,
and then =zlmost at once rec:oll
her distress in the hasty making
of plans, . .
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PHIL tried to svoid Ann {hat
ing, but her sister caught

up with her in the hallway.
*“Was there some reason,” she
asked, “why you didn't want to

tell me that you tock Kent {o the
itrain that night?™
April shrugged. *Reslly, it
didn't seemn impertant™
“You didn't think it important
when you tried to pay off Winkie
Appleman?™
When Apsll made no snswer,
IAnn went on, "I can™t help won-
dering now if you saw Kent at
any other time when I was away."” |
“For goodnesz sakes,” April|
blusiered, “why should 1 have
wanted to se= Kent Carter when
Hal Parics and the rest of my
erztwhile covaliers were rushing
me arcund st the Casa Blenca and
g8y places.”
Motber jolned them then, ready
a shopping ftrip downtown.
IShe was so bwy Zfusing with
3 cs and sating
¢ anything
wromg. But April Jmew that
IAnn's susplicions were growing by
lleaps and bounds,
All that Tuesday, April stayed
her room, Nip's wiry bead
wocked knowingly at her.

[ |

put on
Iy taunted
up to the Carter
place. Even Octavia was putting
two and iwo & i Yes, it |
scemed as i all aeville was |
going to know that April Burnett
had masqueraded as her sister,
and fallen in love with Ann's
swesetheart,

She pleaded an excuse when
Hal ealled She sidestepped the
Samily, Best, and most important,
the didn't see Kent again.

OP: Wednesday, Dud eame Into
her room snd setiled himself
for a talk, |
*T'm awfully sorry about this
mess" April blurted,
But Dad wauen't angry
not to worry,” he sa Lre
ing on Fridsy will be a prelimi-
nary one, likely held over until |
Jater. I'll defend you, of course,
mpee you through it It would have
been betier if you'd told me about
dt at the time, but you were so |
gick afterwards ar then prob-
whly oll you wanted to do was
dorget it
“Yes, that was what 1 wanted,

o forget jt" |

| Dad questioned het, made notes, |
| *I can't b re you hurt Winkile
‘Appleman,” Ly said. “Win-
lkie's a pretty hardy old specimen.
But he's nursed o grievance
againet me gin I gent him to
Hhe workhouse a few years ogo.

Moybe thiz is the way he's get-
ding back ot us™

“Dad, I'll tell the truth on the
istand. Tl toke o chance that
everything will coms out all right.
But T don't want to bring anyene
lelse into this. Not Kent Carter,
iDod. Please, he won't have to be
fat the trinl, will he?™

“Kent?™ smiled in a se-
feretive way, “But Kent inalsts.
INothing 1 could say would koep
him away. He wanis o chance to
|teatity,"”
| He came over and patted her
ishoulder. “I've sn idea you've
been through more than we real-
lizo, Dafly,” ho sald. “When I get
you clesred In this case and the

I'm going to make it up to you™
“I'm all right™ April stlam-

brought. She took a short cut
meross town, began walking up a
familiar road.

Her yellow hair blew arothd
her face; her choeka stung in the |
January air, but she kept climb- |
ing, sometimes dlowly, somotimes
in a desporate sort of jog.

(To Be Continued)

mesed, “There's nothing you have
to make up to me™

*1 think we've lost sight of you
in the excitement of Ann's ro-
mance, Scems strange, docsn't it,
our little Ann a bride?

*It's wonderful," April
*I'm very happy for Ann"

Dad pursed his Jips. “Yea™ he
began, “it iz wonderfyl, and et
1 have a feeling that underneath,
something trotibles Ann"

Did Ann know? Had Ann
guessed the whole truth sbout
April and Kent?

“What do you mean, Dad™

*“More than anything, our Ann
hoped to make a success of her
voice, 1 don't think she'll ever
quile get over the disappointment
of the audition with Vivano"

“All the more reason”™ Apeil
spoke up, "why nothing must speil
her happiness with Kent™

ON Thursday, Miss Evans, the
seamsiress, Kept the sewing

said,

machin irring. Oectavia closed
the kit oor on the rich aroma
of be cakes and roasting

meats. Florists surveyed the house
for decorations for the wedding.

Wedding! Ann and Kent's wed.
ding on Saturday. |

Ann herself came and went,
humming softly; patient at filtings
of the bridal gown: hurrying on
fnnumeérable errands,

April decided she couldn't stand |
the strain &nd swspense any
longer. She berself had an errand
to do—an ermand that couldn’t be
put off any longer,

She picked a time in the after-
noon when she could leave the
house unnoticed. Her ankle had
completely healed, although she
was still wabbly, weak from the
long inactivity her illness had
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OUT OUR WAY

By J. R. WILLIAMS
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