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"No, Kent I wart to go hwc T

must!" The wind threw back her
voice.

T,K)R April knew once she crossed
the threshold of the Carter

home, disaster awaited. G rent-Au- nt

Elizabeth Carter would
know she wasn't Ann Hurneu.

She tried to remember wh.it
Ann had said about Auntie OrVr
but it scorned now as if the

were pelting her brain and
blotting out every thoupht.

"There," Kent said, half carry-
ing her across the threshold niVr
he'd optHied the big, grilled door,
"this is what you might call sym-
bolic.

Nip squeezed in and m:ulc a
great o about shaking the
sticky ice stones from his fur.
Kent reached to help April 01Y

with her coat. The hood torrU--
with a splah of drops. "You're
shivering,' Kent said, "vc il u

bark to the library where a lire"?
burning."

"No, I'm not cold," April chat-

tered. "I'll stand here just a m;n-u- te

then I'll have to go."
In the shadows of the cavomotrs

hall, April saw the parlor k:d.n;;
ofT to the right It too. wes cav-
ernous with heavy carved furni-

ture, oil paintings and a massive
square piano.

And over the mantle was a mir-
ror. April's eyes met April in

and she knew with
coat am.1 cap oil. no one coul.l cwr
mistake her for Ann, no nuitor
how dim the light

But except for the fire hissms
somewhere at the other end of
the house, there wasn't a sound.
Perhaps she wouldn't have to see
Auntie Carter after all!

"Kent," she began, "I'm a sisht
Please, I couldn't see anyone look- -
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APRIL MEETS TROUBLE

CHAPTER IX
VOW the thing to do was to

harden her heart
April didn't look at Kent after

she stepped into the roadster. The

day was over, the game ended.
She had played her part right up
to the last e.

Tomorrow. Ann might come

home. If she did, April would tell
her what she had done and make
It perfectly clear why. "He docsnt
mean anything to me. she would

say. MI only wanted to help you."
If Ann didn't return, there'd be

iome way she, April could avoid

seeing Kent.
She began to think of Ann. Ann

the gentle one, the sweet one with
the silver voice who'd have her

great chance tonight.
"Steady there, Kent advised

as the roadster rocked on the red
road.

I'm trying to beat the storm."
Tor a minute it felt 83 if we

were headed for a spill."
"No, we just missed one."
She scanned the skyline. Clouds

were marching around the tents of

the hill, gray and menacing.

"Funny," she said, "how a day can

start all sunshine and then get to
floundering around in clouds and
darkness."

"If you'll overlook my being
lyrical, I could say it always grows

bright again."
"For you, it will" That was

safe to say. He could take it the
way he wanted. She must keep
everything impersonal between
them, impersonal as the weather.
re sDcedometer danced.

And all the time, her mouth
settled in a hard line and her heart
grew more stoney.

"I feel like an oaf sitting here
while you do all the driving,"
Kent said. "I ought to be taking
the wheel for the trek home. It's
too much for you, Ann."

"Not at alL". She bit oft the
words. "I like it."

The top was up but already the
first sweep of gale tore at the side
of the car. Kip, the d,

snuggled close at April's side.
'Kent hunched forward, straining
as if he couldn't bear his helpless- -
nes.

' "II I could only see you fox one
second," he said. "I bet your eyes
are sparkling and that there's a

j charcoal smudge on your nose. I
like to look at you when you're
intent on something, Ann. You
have a lift to your head that I'm
crazy about"

April fought down an urge to
i say, "Yep, you would like to see
Ann now. Five hundred miles

iaway and as intent as all get-o-

on an audition with the, great
tonight." But no, she

clamped her lips and made the
.speedometer dance a little faster.
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pushing tr.em on. April knew she
must reach Kent's home before
the storm broke. If she timed it
right she'd have a perfect ex-
cuse for leaving him at his gate
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10 Pertaining to

air.
11 To assist.
12 Eighth ounce.
13 To crawl.
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ipa.it a truck and almost sent the
icar in a ditch.

All the things Kent had said
idbout her came back. It was
.soothing to think ot Hal Parks.
Hal was sophisticated, smart,
worldly and he liked her. And
yes, bla.-- t him, he was the one
who indirectly had started her on
'this fling when he'd said
there were other things you could
be drafted for besides the army.
Drafted for love! It sounded swell
but she'd been turned down, re-

jected, service deferred.
"We're sure playing tag with the

slorm," Ken said, innocent of the
storm that shook h'-- to the core.

"You bet " She felt his eyes on
her as the car raced. Ann never
drove spectacularly.

''Where are we now?"
"Only about five miles to go."
Four rr.iks, three and then as

Ishc reached the hill road that led
ito Pattomville she could pick out
'the lights of the town far below.

Perspiration w.is on her face,
!her hands trembled when she
lfinally slowed the car.

"At last!" Her words were a
flong sigh.

"Swell going," Kent said.
"If I hurry, I can make it to

Imy home."
As she spoke, there was a

(Warning rattle on the hood, a
ispattering on the canvas top.

"Hailstorm." Kent was brief.
"'We'll make a dash for the house."

April spoke above the wind. "I'll
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take you to the gate and then
scram. Mother and Dad, they'll
be worried."

But even in his sightlessness.
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;Kcnt had leaned over and was en-
folding her in strong, sure arms.

"Come along, Nip," he called
land bore April triumphantly
through the gate and up the brief
walk to the door.

Laughing down, he said, "Ann,
gal, anyone would say you were
a lunatic. Think I'm gomg to let
you go off alone in a blitzkrieg?"


