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CHAPTER IX
apartment bell rang.
“That's Martin" Sergeant
“One of my
men. I've had him checking up on
the tenants.”
Cilly opened the door for him.

wihat tet’s him out” Dolan
commented. “What about s-B"

*“Vacant."

“Lot's get golng, Martin®™ he
sald, "We still have several other
angles to check.”

Cilly rose too, "Just a minute,
sergeant,” she pleaded, “swhat
about those wvacant apartments?
Anybody—a vagrant, for example
—might have hidden away in
them "

Dolan turned o his assistant.,

“What about i, Martin™

“\We thought of that, Serg
Johnson showed me 5-H. In the
first place, the door was locked,
and he has the only two keys fo
it. In the second place, he's got-
ting it ready for some new tenant

| moving in on the first, and Satur-

“Come in, Martin,” Dolan called. |

*What did you find out?™

Martin consulted some notes he
had made.

“Well, there are 10 apartments
in the house. Two to a floor.
Jot the superintendent, has
a place down in the basement.
Miss Pierce and the other young
lady here in 1~A. Couple named
Terry in 1-B. Johnson tells me
they left the house about 11
o'tlock on Sunday night. He met
them going out the door with
their bags. Said they were golng

2
:

A Mrs, Wheeler lives In 4-B.
Lives thers alone, she tells me,
and Johnson confirms it. Smart-
locking womsn, in her 30s, 1'd
say. A widow. Has a young nlece
that often spends week-ends with
her, but she was all slone this
Bunday.”

L I

SEBGEART DOLAN shook his
head negatively s he listened

" without comment to Martin's re-

port. Cilly could almost read his
thoughts. One by one, he too was
dismissing the tenants from con-
sideration. In hiz hand he still
held the crumpled note Jim had
written to Amy.

*On the fourth floor, there's no-
body we can pin the case on”
Martin was saving, “and 1'd say
we could check off the fifth floor
too. In 5-A there's & man and
his wife named Hunter, a mid-
die-aged couple, But he's a help-
less cripple, paralyzed from the
waist down. Sita sround all day
in a wheel chair. Johnson says
he's never been out of the chair
in the four years they've lived
here.”

day the floors were scraped and
shelliced. Anyone coming down
from the roof—which is covered
with tar and soot and dust—
would have left some tracks on
that newly poliehed floor. There's
not a sign of & foot-print"

L T about the other vacant

spartment?” Cilly asked

him. “The one on the third floor™

“We found it locked,” Martin

said. *“Johnson s the anly one
that has a passkey to 1"

“Someone might have come
down the fire escape,” Cilly sug-
gested. “He could have passed
5-B, which is vacant, and 4-B,
without awakening Mrs, Wheeler,
md climbed into 3-B."

Meartin shook his head nega-
Hvely.

“The window from the fire
escape was latched. He couldn't
have opened it from the outside
without bresking a pane of glass,
Besides, from what I hear, before
the young woman fell, there was a
scream—Iloud enough to awaien
the neighborhood. It awakened
Mrs, Wheeler. If any man passed
down the fire escape, she would
have known it."

Cilly wondered where else a
man might have hidden. Nobody
eame out of the house immediately
after the accident, Cilly knew
that.

a«a & »

SU’DDMY & new lght dawned

on the problem, and for the
Brst time the strands of the ter-
rible web of circumstances and
soincidence which was encircling
her loosened their hold

Jim must have come down from
the roof before Amy fell: if he
had come down after the accident,
Cilly would have seen him go out
the front entrance. Or the police
would have found him, still on
the roof. Jim couldn't have been
up there when it happened!

She almost wept for sheer relief.

Thers was a new ring of confi-
dence in her volce as she turned
to Sergeant Dolan:

*Mr. Kerrigan couldn't have
been up on the roof with Amy,"
she pointed out with conviction,
“Because he couldn't have gotten
out of the house after the accident
without all of us seeing him. And
he wasn't on the roof, or you
would have seen him when you
went up! That clears him, in spite
of the note, doesn't 2"

Sergeant Dolan grinned.

*“T'd be a fine detective™ he
sald, "if I were as trusting s soul
as you'd like me to be, Miss Pierce,
How can I be sure that he didn’t
come downstairs snd slip into
Apartment 1-A, where a8 young
lady who believed him to be 100
per cent O, K. could easily hide
him until the rumpus died down!”

Cllly gasped, The strands o
web had only relaxed momonts
{ly, to strengthen themezelves for
a more tenacious gfip.

(To Be Continued)

Demoeracy s a system *hich
other systema might temporarily
supplant, but evolution goes irrs-
aistibly forward and huomanitar-
inn demoeracy will coms In all
{ulinean.—President Eduard Benez
of Cischoslavalkia.
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1 w=ill not be guist. 1 won'l

stand by and hear soyihing
against the Duke of Windsor.—
George Ladbrook, duke's former
chanffeur. arre d for heckling
| soap-hax eritle of former king.
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*1s that the Jones” old halwv or the nen
*Can't tell. They didn't change the model much”™
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