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rK. BIX BY (rowoed ellghtlj
"Yes. rot sre to Hart lo

Bight 1 tbougbt thai point
dennltelr underwood. As ron
know, Miss Hantaan leaves ''at
order. We want ron Here the

Monday.

"Go up to d; offlce." Mr. Blibj
went on, "and Mlae Birner will

take care of rour expense none;
She's wired (or a hotel reserra
tlon and ordered rour tramporta
tlon. Take whatever time rou
need ttale afternoon to (0 home

and pack or (or bopping." With

an Indulgent em lie be dismissed

an eiultsnt ret frightened Ere.

Eie knew that this trip to Net
York meant that the management
at Bixby's had almost certainlj
decided upon her as the successor

to Alice Marshall. When she ac-

cepted the expense moner (or the

trip, she felt she had sealed her
fate. It was the thing she had
wanted, of course. She had stared
to get where she was, Eve's
work always had come before her

pleasures and ever since she be-

gan working she had bent all her
energy toward one goal to be-

come manager ot an advertising
office. This promotion was a long
and Important step toward that
ambition.

The expense money exchanged
lor Travelers checks and tucked
safely into the chamois bag with

her precious wedding ring. Ere
went to the T. W. C A. where
she had roomed ever since com-

ing to Lake City, and packed a
bag for the New York trip.

The small, shabby room at the
T that she had occupied these
last busy, happy months ot her
girlhood already seemed a little
strange, a little deserted. Ere
had stayed on here even after she
could have afforded more attrac-
tive and comfortable Quarters.
This decision was prompted en-

tirely by economy. The building
was conveniently near her work,
and provided room and board at
a very reasonable rata. Ere pre-

ferred to economise thus and put
the money saved into pretty
elct&es d educati al advance-
ment. Eve was careful: thrifty.
She did nothing without a defi-

nite purpose.
From the little table that

served as a writing desk the pie- -'

tared face ot Eve's mother smiled
at her from its cheap frame
the warm, steady mother-emll- e

that had been unfailing all
through Eve's life. Now she
paused contritely before that pic-
ture ot Kate Bay less. It was
wrong, of course, not to have
written to her mother that she
was marrying Dick today. It was
the first time she bed ever shut
her mother out from any Impor-
tant event of her life. True, she
and Dick had decided hastily.
And ot course her mother was
certain to approve ot Dick, Eve
reflected proudly. Her father,
too. Dick Rader was exactly the
sort ot dependable, industrious
young msn to please the most
exacting parents. Nothing to
worry about on that score.

Suddenly Eve was conscious of
that cheap, nondescript frame
that held her mother's picture.
Always she had planned to buy a
better one, but always there had
been something she had wanted
for herself. Now she was ashamed
that Dick should see her mother's
picture In this frame. It almost
seemed to her that he would
know about the various things
she had bought for herself with
money that might have bought a
frame. She would buy a new one
in New York a lovely, silver one.

e e e

8 she packed for the trip Eve
remembered regretfully that

she really had very little beside
her clothes to take to ner new
home. She had never, as do so
many girls, bought pretty things
to adorn her future home. Esther,
her sister, had dozens ot lovely
gifts u take with her when sbe
married. But Esther bad baa a
long engagement to a home mo
boy, showers, engagement par'.lca,
and a wedtMng to which a wide
circle ot relatives and friends
were Invited. Those things
meant so much to Esther. With
Eve marriage was important, but
so was her career.

Eve recalled how she bsd
started at Bixby's. Determined
to get a foothold as a

she had made the rounds of all
the agenclee and all the stores
in Lake City before she reached
Bixby's, The fact that no one
needed a beginner and frankly
told her so, bad not discouraged
ber but merely put ner on ner
mettle. Then ebe did what sbe
considered a daring, preposterous
thing. She went to Bixby's. most
exclusive store of all, and beaged
Earle Barnes, the advertising
manager, to give her a trial.
"Never mind discussing salary
now," she had said. "Let me
work two weeks. Then give me

what you think I'm worth." And

that astute gentleman, who prided
himself on bis shrewdness In

fudging an applicant's character
and ability, bad tpld ber to go
xhesd.

"But remember,'' be warned'

ment on the fashions, new mer--j
chandlse and the like. And to
live the column an Impressive

' start. Eve was to have a week la
New York. Two dsya with Freda

j Carter, the dress buyer, oa ber
way home from Parle with trunka
filled with gowns from the Rue
de la Pali, and the rest ot the
week to look about tor herself.
Eve's heart should eing. she told
herself. Instead ot lying like a
lump ot lead and Interfering

' - hr breatt i.'er heart
should slug because ehe waa
Dick's wife. But this evening
the evening ot their wedding-- she

waa going to New York with-
out him. And Dick had not yet
been told that she was going.

e e e

S:0 that evening beforerwas almost breathless with
haste and excitement, emerged
from Btxby'a. Dick was waiting.
There was eomething almost pa--

taetle about the way she an--.

preached him. "Ob, Dick. I've
kept yon waiting!" she cried.
penitent, as she slipped her arm
through his. And something re
assuring, protecting, la his an-

swer tnat he would always o

waiting tor her.
The November day had turned

stormy and Era brushed the snow
from Dick's shoulders as they
reached his roadster. Bow band-som- e

he looked he his new navy-bin- s

camel's hair overcoat. There
was aa air of anassnmlng pros-

perity about him. Dick tucked
her In, pressed her hand and
closed the door. Whea he clipped
behind the wheel and started the
motor Ere leaned orer and kissed
biro. With a quick look to see
that no one waa near, Dick gath-
ered her in his arms tor a brief
Instant and aa quickly ret her go.
She would tell him bow. Might
as well have It over.

"Dick," aho began, "I hare
something very, very Important
to tell you."

"Better watt till we get out ot
this traffic" he waned. "We'll
hare a lot to talk over then."

And Ere was glad for the de-

lay. It was not going to be easy
to tell him. They followed the
bou'-- - toward Tb '
Dick driving at the rate ot iS
miles an hour to keep with the
green lights and avoid abrupt
stopping on the ellppery asphalt.
Eve was sick with worry. Sbe
snuggled aa closely as she dared
to Dick's arm.

"Happy?" he asked.
"You know I am," she told

him and managed to smile.
They drove to Mission Inn for

their wedding dinner. Ere was
glad that Dick had selected this
charming place. The evergreens
outside the imposing, d

stucco building were mantled
with Christmas-lik- e whiteness.
Inside, eott organ musie cams
from the chapeL

e e

AT their table a email one set
tor two the southern Cali-

fornia influence for which Mission
Inn had been named waa ores
more In evidence. A starred
ceiling ot heavenly blue shut out
the winter night and storm. Wis-

teria trailed along the eaves and
bung in purple clusters. Bril-

liantly colored parakeets looked
saucily at the diners from their
ringed perches near the fountain.
Here was a lemon tree In a green
tub and there an orange tree or
an oleander. The air was fra-

grant with exotie blossoms. On
a wrought iron balcony above sat
a senorita in yellow, wearing a
black lace mantilla and a red rose
In her hair. She waa picking out
toft melodies on a golden harp.

Dick had reserved the table and
ordered the dinner. Excited and
worried aa shs was, Ers realized
that ehe waa hungry. 8he remem-
bered now that ehe had eaten
ootbing since breakfast. She
lipped the mushroom aoup, with
Its unusual piquancy ot flavor,
for which the inn was famous and
ate with relish the baked squab
which was another specialty of
the place. When the dessert ar-
rived frozen cream molded In
the form of mission bells ebe
looked thoughtfully across ths
table at Dick.

"Our weddlug bells, Dick," shs
mlled wistfully.

"I like it this way," hs said.
"Without all the fuss and excite-
ment. Just we two in a world
by ourselves."

"i" ' es ... by um.
Eve murmured. Then she took
the plunge.

"Darling." sbe began, "I've
been trying to tell you for an
hour. I nothing baa ever been
so hard for me! 1 can acarcely
begin but would you (eel dread-
fully it I bad to leave rout"

(To Be Continued)

Maiin Ladies' Aid
Plans for Bazaar

MAUN. Ore. The Ladles Aid
of the Malln church met Thurs-
day afternoon with a large at-
tendance. The regular monthly
business meeting was followed
by a social hour and refresh-
ments were served. Plans were
made for the annual bazaar.

It was Toted to meet every
two weeks on Thursday after-
noon, however a special meeting
has been announced for next
Thursday afternoon at the church
when work will be done on a
comforter.

Members present were
Loosley, Rlgbtmlre, Trip-lef- t,

Bert Williamson, Baker,
Cline, Thomas, McComb. Lewis,
Johnrtnn, Bell, Bayers, Schriner
and Porter.
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