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CHAPTER XXXV

TQB rose. "Tiane kcMttbt" getting oo." be ssM. "I'm a
flesh wheel aawaya have been
anal r always known it!"

VooM that teH Gotrio r.

Bob wondered. He didn't
taut elm making Elinor anhappy.

"Wriy, you're one of the best
friends I've erer bed?" Elinor
protested warmly.

For a moment Barrett won-
dered. Her Toice teemed sincere.
Then be chilled, remembering
Ltda's art The child was at,
clever an actress as ber Brother.
That was aH.

He rose, bowing stiffly, aa Bob
TeKars said his farewells.

"See yoa again, perhaps." said
Bob, "it you're going to be down
here tor a time?"

"Perhaps," said Barrett.
Driving his low, open car to-

ward the inn where he was put-
ting op. Bob decided that he'd
better be off and gire Elinor ber
fnll chance. Surely a man who
was with her each day should
know her! He couldn't belters
Barrett Colrin was such a fooL

It was rather awkward, too, to
try to show another man his
wife's good Qualities. Bob didn't
see how he could do that. Lord,
wouldn't Cotvin freeze him if he
should try such a thing? He

' could almost feel the congealing
air. Nevertheless Bob decided he
would tell Colrin all he knew of

; Elinor If Colvin were hurting her
by misunderstanding their friend-
ship. He'd knock Colvln down,
sit on his chest and tell him. If
ne had to. He'd give them
month, then nose around a bit
and find out how things stood.
Maybe Bessie Thrope could helphha oat If help were needed.
Bessie was a peach and she did
the most adroit tinkering with
human maladjustments while
cleverer souls who would have
botched the Job spoke of her with
affectionate amusement as "dear,

. good, bungling Bessie."
aaa

AFTER dinner and some tcJe- -

pnomng to arrange north
bound reservations Bob did the
worst thing be could have done.
He left for New York. His own
honesty made him see this as the
best thing for all concerned. He
did not for a moment imaginethat Barrett Colvln would con-
vert his departure Into a confes-
sion of guilt.

Bob paid his hotel bill, left in-

structions lor shipping his car
and was driven to the station to
board a hot; airless sleeping car
He lay awake most of the night,
arguing oat too situation with
himself.

Be couH sot forget the mea-a- ot

of Cohrio's attitude because
it menaced Elinor. She was a
peach and she had had a rotten
hard break. She had alwaysbeen surrounded by the sort of
life she loathed. Darn h. If he
had to be would have it out with
Colvln. He'd say, "Look here,
yo give Elinor a square dalor " He planned on in the naive,
blunt manner of a young man
who knows more of blue ribbon
mares, long distance swimmingand golf trophies than of diplo-
macy.

Miss Henunlngway, the nurse,
came to the terrace after Bobbybad gone.

Miss Hemmlngway was a com-
pound of stiffly starched, rustling
iiueu, aiuouio nair, pert, small
cap and ready smile that told
notmna With u.tr.ntffi .
Her smile the last few days had
been as artificial as the stiffness
of ber raiment. She had been
nursing for 12 years, but she still
Telt the oppression that comes
rom losing a patient. She always:t It more when she had had
he pstlent for a long while and
;he'd been on this case several
months.

She had pitied Bentwell Staf-
ford, at first, knowing him
through LIda. Now, pity beingakin to love, she really cared for
him as a poor, broken human
being who had led a horrible life
with "that woman," and who had
not enough reserve strength to
make tha flcht In aat arall L.u
nor she worshipped. And Kllnor.
sne anew, was going to take what
lay aneaa with the keenest suf- -
ferlng.

QN the terrace she shook hands
with Mr. Colvln after expres-

sing mild surprise at seeing him.
He waa wonderful looking man,

taw two sncb loa looking people
together.

Miss Hemmlngway stood with
eooL gentle lingers on BentweU's
thlu wrist, eyes oa her watch.
Then she said, "Well. I think
we'll put yon to bed for your
dinner. You've had a fall day
with aH these visitors."

Bentwell nodded. He knew ha
wasnt equal to much, mors ef-
fort.'

Elinor murmured ker disap-
pointment and Barrett seconded
It, He could not
be sorry that ha waa to dine alone
with Elinor.

At eight they sat down at a
cosy little tabic in a small, at-- l
tractive dining room. r'l candles
with flames dancing g?r.tly ta tbt
moving air and a low kowl ot
flowers msda a frame for Elinor t
face. She wore a primrose froes
ot soft chiffon and her hair wat
dressed low aa be liked M Sbc
smiled at him and aighed She
was so happy! Tremuloaly

happyl
"It waa so good of von as

come!" she said.
"It's good to be here, he an-

swered honestly As always he
waa weakening ander her spell
Nothing mattered now to him but
the knowledge that she was near

He gar her the message Big-
gins had sent that the servants
had missed her- and spoke ot nis
Interviews with Lids. That
silenced her for several seconds.

Elinor asked about his work
and he told bar what be had been
doing. He waa surprised to And
that she knew a food deal about
it

"I didot know you were Inter-
ested In that sort ot thing," ha
said stowhr.

a e a
4TMJT tfa your work" ahe

tald, and laughed. "Since
coming down here I've read every-
thing you've written that I could
lay my bands on. I think yon
write beautifully!"

"Why nry dear chlM I cant
write at an:"

"But yoa can!" she disputed
nrmiy.

"I tlnk you'd like expedition
work." he said. Ha .
before considered taking her on a
inp witn aim. K he could do
that what a trip it would be!

"I've often dreamed about
something ot that sort," she said.
"I onlv know una int lira
and it's such a narrow kind. When
i was little my happiest day dream
waa Imaelnlne I hail Km, ,hin.
wrecked on a desert island where
mere were no Dills and no deceits

just honesty and congenial sav
ages:

"There ain't no such animals!"
he said, langhing.

"I'd be glad to trade poisoned
arrows for poisoned taik," she
sssured him. "I know I'd Ilka
mem better! "v

-- hey had their coffee In the
living room, a charmingly simple
vusctf oi gay cninttes, softened in
tone by the low lights. French
doors opened to the terrace and
the soft night breeze crept in to
stir the hangings, making the
roses and lilacs nod In that .

Elinor sat on a low stool and
Barrett In a deep chair, leaning
lurwaru lowara ner.

"I Want to haea a I.. -
with you." he said after the maid
naa lett a coffee tray on the loa
table near Elinor.

"I want to talk to yon. too.'
she confessed. She was going to
tell him she could not endure
much more of his "blowing hot
and then cold." It must be ona
tning or the other continually,
order to maka tha mri r ,
time they were to spend together
endurable.

He could soften her so utterlybv bains- - aa ha w i nnw tv....
when he grew cold again she suf- -
ierea aoubiy. She would tell him
that frankly, she had decided.
mittlng that she was happier
wnen tney were friends than ths
naa ever neen before.
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