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NeW €0 OX WITH THE ¥TONY
CHAPTER XXIX
SMALL night light was barm-
ing brdlde Elinor's bed and
phe wan siiting up, eurling hair
framing her oval face and towrh.
ing her bare shoulders,
 “Rarrett,” she said as he stood
beaide her.
Her lips trembled on the words.

He sank to the edge of her
Bed and took her bands in his

“1"|l do anything you wanli me
#e,” she went on, “bat | hope you
won't want me to lake amy of
Aunt Blla's money!"

“] don't want you to, since you
feel as you do about it but T de
wanl to provide for you—when
the tims comes, 1 don't know
how 1'd stand it M yow woulda't
Jot me do that”™

=] cam take mopey from yom
more easily,” she admitted.

“Well!” he murmured. Hb
throat had thickened a Hithe with
her confession. His eves stung.
“Suppose,” he sald, “we eall this
matter closed?”

“Lat's!™

*] kpow | wan harsh, child—"

*0h, wo! 1 was ebstinale
bui—"

“Well, It's over now." He had
o stifia the “dear” that was on
the tip of his longue.

She laid her hand on his and
agaln his heart was heating thick-

“We made rather a monntain
out of & molehill,” he sald. -

*| suppose we did but | couldn’t
seem to help it,” she ngreed with
a deeply Indrawn breath and a
Hitle amile.

“We were both—ruther ear-

memt !

“Yoa—*

He rose guickly. “Better be
on my way,” he sald. “Peace to

you, child.” Stocping suddenly,
be kissed her torehead.

“We must be friends," he saud
a bit thickly, *“Today has taught
us that”

He did not nnderstand her cyen

that wers crying, “1 love you!™ |

but he knew he could not stifle
hin. “Good night, dear.”™
- - -

LONE Ellnor touched bher fore-

hend with her hand and Lhen
held the hand to her lipa. She
had been less than & week In this
bouse and already she was back
where she had been, willing to
kneel to him If he would hare
her.

Harrett pext morning smilsd
bitterly to himself, How conld
he have been takon in o com-
plataly as to belleve the girl reaily
meant whet she had sald? How
could he when he knew hor for
axactly what shg was?

Elinor wakened with s cbdil
#tart to think, “Fhillp!® She bad
not prt hls mame down—Phillp
Bexton who weered over eoins
tosesd to him I pablic yet took
anrthing that was glven him
where B0 one could soe his me-
copiamcn. Bhe had—in the ex-
eMament—torgotien Phillp! She
wonld tell Barrett that she must
have $100,000 which ahe could
not expinin.

Barrett heard this and thonght
wearily, “No, you could hardly
explain—after the role you s
sumed last night!™ He was con-
vinead that Elinor was not going
ta chemt hersulf in doling out the
Baxton milllons,

For Elinor the weoks that fol-
dowed passed swiftly. She st for
howrs sach day with her father,
Bentwell Stalford seemed to be
recoveriupe but Mis strength came
slowly. Elinor went to see Mar-
cin and the tiny son who had at
last arrived. Bhe shured Besslo's
and Jim's tremulons excitement
over thelr aew house on long
Island.

With Bessin pufliog happily on
leng shopplng fsunts, Eilnor con-
sldered shintean, rugs, schioals tor
the bovs and the tones of radiow.

- - .

','I.INIIR had had & hard battls
< with her suni und ancie he-
fore persuading them to wny they
would take s share of the for-
tune.  Befors It was sitbied she
idmitted a truth ehe had never
rolesd even 1o her aumt who was
wa clows to her,

"Aunt Besaio™ she b on a
day In mid-Janunry when she was
ilmost worn out by her futile
argument with prond obatinacy
‘I have nover sald thin befors
I wouldn't say it now bat T mus
[ know, Annt Besnle, that you and
Uncle Jim waere romemberad sub
stantinily tn Aant Eila's will a
YeAr ago. My mother found out
ahont It and she so  cloverly
planted suggestions abouwt yaur
Inabllity o handle money that
she permiaded Aunt  Eiln 10
change her plans, The sam |
want you and Uncle Jim and the
boyn to hava In yours. It's ex-
notly what was left yon untll my
mother robbad yon of It Are
you going to burden me all my
Iite with the consclousness of hav-
ng stolen gour money®  Rdrrect
wnd 1 both know thin money is
rofre and that more might have
séen yours If you bad been will-
ing to do what my mothar did.

dom smd lse In |

=1 ean't stand !°

| purchases- matching

about mothor that you eould have
told Aunt Ella—"
“1 never did il Aunt Eila
anything about your wmother™
| Bessie admitted. “Ounce [ thought
of it—1 never did, thoukh—and
I was so glad even right afier
Aunt Ella's death that | dide'e™
Jim Thrope heard all this and

| consldered i Rarrett put Iin his
voice and at last they were por-
sunded. After that came the
ecalatie hunt for a house with
“nice grounds and space aroand
"

“There's not & dark room in
| " Bessle would pant, shopping
with Ellnor. Aad Elinor wonld
press her aunt’s arm  closer 1o
ner slde, saying, "“Barrett thinks
| H s & marvelous bargainl?
|  Bessie told Jim Senlor that all
Elinor's opinjons were second-
band, L mever saw a ehlld so
| much im love,” she said I some-
Itimar think ahe's o Yitile Lo wnch
tim love
hasket, you know.,” she poinied
owl.
|  “Oh, Barreat’'s all right!™ Jim
asured ber I you sk ma,
 he's erazier spout her than she is
‘aboat him Notice the way he
kissed her when he came hece lor
her the othier evenlng?™

"Yes, | did—"" Bessio admitted
| She Bad not beem as couvioced by
that scene as Jim had. There bad
been teurlon and a balked hum
mor back of Barretts swift kiss
Sometimes the astute Hessie sus
pected that affalrs weéren't quite
what they seomed for Barrelt and
Elinor.

FET the girl was bhappr: ex-
| tremely and patiently happy
Fhe talked of their games of
chess, of plays she sqw with Har.
rett, of playing the piano for him.
#he burried home toward the
close of sach afternbon in order
te be in for tea. There was a
sew brightness o her sves. & pew
swoeliness In her face. She was
gentler than aver and she had al-
ways beem gentie.

“Put.” Bessie thought, “some
thing =boat K Is—noi quile
right.”

Elinor had had ne diffiraity in

settling & fortune upon per own

parenis. Her father was too
weary, too frall to. consider the
right and wrong of anyihing. Fier
mother held out sager hands as
her eyes hrightegned

I s ouss” Lida ssid. “I'm
glad Barre't sew It that way!™

Lida made innnmoerable new
snake-skin

S purse apa shoes, & vibrating ma-

|

chine which shs nsed once, frocks
that had ssemed atirsctive and
that she discarded after one wear-
ing, Italiam potiery, eolored glass
She was (everish in her search
tor diversion—and mno diversion
helped her to forget that Vanes
Carter had heen locked up as in-
sane fn order to escape a lews

comfartable place of Iimprison-
mant.
Vance wrote Lida now and

agaln, his letters smuggled out of
the asylum to a post box by a
| bribed guard, The lsiters were
bitter arraignment of her; of his
folly in haviog belleved in her.
He told ber in the biuntest
phrases what she was, Lida tried
to burn the letters when they
came, without reading them. bu
that gesture takes strength an
Lida’s valy manner of strengt
Iay in telling llas.

After “the accident™ she has
had to deny even Lthe slightest |n
terest in Vance Carter. She had
admitted publicly that he hnad
“annoyed” her for some ime. She
Implied that her nature was o
home-keeping one Seelnx  her
mother's name n  newspuper
headlines made Elinor shrink. It
wag all so sordid. She thouzht
of Vanews Carter wilth hot pity.
She knew what her mother had
done Lo add weakness te weak-
noss,

“Don’t think of L™ RBRarreit
urged often. He was learning by
her changing axpressions to know
thie amotions they mirrared. Hse
wis learnlag too, that he counld
not hear to have her anyihing buat
hnppy.

He wsupporsd =8 the weeks
pansed that he was being a [ool
sgain but he conld not help it
He tried o steal himsell against
her, ta Ignore her aatural sppeal
and he (niled,

(To Be Continued)
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