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T know, dear but how could I
fore?

"I'm cvlug to let anything
keep ua apart!" Vance said. Lida
had not known that his chin could
be so hard.

"Oh. dear!, aha whimpered. Sho
corered her faca.

'a

vrHEN Vante left an hour later
ha roaliied that aba was firm

In her resolve not to ask for a
divorce. Miserable, he hurried to
his favorite speakea&y. Two cock-

tails and b felt somewhat cheered.
Another. Joe." -

"Yea. sir
An no r biter, he was unsteady

on bis feet bat certain otherwise
and smiling. gTtmty. He summoned
a taxtcab and went to his rooms.
There he took from a desk drawer
a small Spanish revolver and in-

spected it.
Ali right he murmured

thickly. He pat It Into a socket,
returned to the street aoce more
and to bts waiti-- g cab. v

--Where to the drvr asked.
"Park avenue. Know the a urn?

cant seem to remember "

However, with a second's thought
he had' It Wllkina. spelling the
night doorman, opened the taxtcab
door. It wastfcat Carter mas
a rain, be saw. The one who bad
been coming there so much to see
Mrs. Stafford. And Wore --shot"
than usual, too.

Smiling cyifeally, Wilkins
watched Vane Carter lurch toward
the elevatorx "Swell gang they
are!" the doorman' thought. "And
a swell chance that nice girl has!"
He wished old Miss Sexton had left
the girl something. Already the
news of the will had spread, with
Lida screaming as she had before
the servants.

Wilkins saw Vance Carter fum-

bling In a rear pocket as he stepped
Into the elevator that bad come

rushing down In response to bis
ring. Wilkins supposed be was

reaching for a Husk. "You need
another drink!" Wilkins thought
scornfully. "If you didnt take It
you might sober up in a week or
two and have to think!"

The elevator boy winked at the
doorman; Wilkins raised his stocky
shoulders and again turned toward
the street.

A moment hater tenants of the
fourteenth floor beard a shoe They
thoucht, rushing hysterically to-

ward the elevator corridor, that the
sound bad corns from above.
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JLINOR was wiping dishes for

Bessie, painstaking!? and a
trifle slowly, when the telephone
rang.

--You go, Junior," Bessie
called. "Mother's hands are In the
dish water

Bert moved toward the dark rear
hall where Junior was barking.
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HOW GO OX WITH THK STWT
CHAPTER XVIII

TSSI called out. "Who H K
BexionV and br ton answered,

"Too rib Elinor."
"Why, dearie!" feast was up

km Instant, hurrying to th bait
Xliaor clans to her.

"Coma In! Coma to!" barked

Jrm. "Just In Unit for dinner!
A moment latex Elisor sat took-te- g

at the faces about taa tab la.

Sexton had brought a chair for her.
Bert was getting tb silver. Elinor
was crushed because Aunt Ella
aadnl dona something for the
Thrones. Her own taetlee neea
eouid not hare had anything to do

vtth their beins left as they had
keen, with no help In sight and the
constant flght against poverty
ahead. She wonld hare dona e

to set them what they de-
served.

"I'm r fiad yon ran over, dar
UnfL" saio Bessie warmly.

"I had to come. I bat aha
could not finish. Her Dps were;
trenblins again.

"flmve seme mora fried potatoes,"
Jim urged. They were all so kind,
Elinor realized, as she always did
when she was with them or thought
of them. Her eyes rested on Jim
Junior's thin face. The boy was al-

ready at work since bis father
couldn't seem to make enough to
keen things going.

Jim Junior, working on ledgers,
dreamed of being an engineer, ft
brldsT" builder. Bert was strongly
artistic With help, Elinor was sura
he couJd be a real success.

bent was as yet a mystery but
be certainly neoded good schooling.
Why had Aunt Ella marie such a
will? It only there wu a way,
even now. io ripht the matter!

Before the meal was finished Jim
Junior said boldly. WIL let s e

how we'll spend that $100!"
Everyone laughed d a way that
meant the tensiuu was re ifTed.

Bessie began to plan Elinor's
ee filled, bearing her. So mauy
nred were made plain by Bessie's
plansa suit for Jim. a new lino-
leum, the hall repaired, a nice set
of glass cooking di?hes (Bessie bad
always wanted to bake In glass),
ome new sheets, a new rug for the

stair, some bath towels, shirts for
Bert, a suit for Sexton, a new white
porcelain sink for the kitchen.

"Whoa!" said young Jim when
the $100 had been spent at least
four rimes. Everyone laughe- d-
Kllnor with the reft but unsteadily
- "Yon haven't told. ua. Elinor,"
Bessie- was saylnv. "what you're
going to do with your $10. I do
wish. dear, tt had been more for
jou!"
. "I'm going to blow it tn on a party
that we'll have here! Elinor an-
swered. Sfxton let out a whoop.
"Fee cream and everything!" she
added, smiling st hex youngest
oum.

: "Cousin El'nor. can we have that
kind of cake you get at the
shop on Hays street? You know- -it

has whipped cream on it and
jelly Inside!" Sexton said ex-

citedly.
"Certainly!" he asbured biro.

"Well have fbai oake!"

JIDA. maauttme, was having a
bad half hour. Vance Carter

had pushed pa-.- t Benson to raf--

it, although !he had given tlie
tr let est orders about reviving oo

"ne.
He found her furled up on a

rhaine longu In the drawing room, '

lookln? frightfully, untidy and!
showing the rage and tears that
ahe bad sbrd.

"Darling:" he whispered un- -

steadily, nearing her.
She sat erect, frlshteued, angry

because bt had come. He t'jok her
hot bands.

"Some one may bear!" sbe
warned.

lie laughed the humming. a&

uic'l I; ph of u niiin who (eels
tr. t he Ib near bit guul. "They'll
nil know how tt i -- has been with
us soon anyhow." be stated. "You
know tint"'

She hank bfk (e wan obviously
going to "'e very dlfllruU!

"You'M start your fiii soon?" bo
dsked. bending toward her, biu tiycs
narrowed.

"I I don't know, Vance "

"Why?-
-

"Bent well deTends ou me so!"
sbe con tided with nervous baste.
"After we came In from the funtra

BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES ' ' By Martin
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"Hello!" Bert had a girl and
didnt want the family to know.
He was aware from past experi-
ences of the ragging that would be
his if they got onto 1L

"Mother'" Junior called, turning
toward the kitchen. "It's Benson.
He wants to speak to you"

"Don't you mean he wants
Elinor, dear?"

"No, be said you."
"Tell him to bold the Una a min-

ute." Bessie was wiping her red-
dened, bands.

"Yes. Benson? she said a mo-
ment later. "Mrs. Tbrope speak
ing. You wished to sneak to me?
WHAT?"

There was
Bessie turned from the telephona
"Jim. she called steadily, "take
Elinor Into the fronts room and
show her that nice little foot rest
Sexton made at acbooL Then she
turned again to the telephone.
"J upt s minute. Benson

Elinor followed docilely but she
was troubled, almoift alarmed. Her
aunt's tone bad ben sharpened by
some real shock. Elinor was afraid
something unpleasant had hap-
pened. Sbe admired the toot
rest generously but sbe continued
to wonder and worry.

Bfsste was. slow to appear.
Elinor beard her calling ber hus-
band, beard bim coming down the
stairs. Then there wao an Interval
punctnated by the sibilant

sllenca that njeQt a whis-

pered colloquy.
(To Be Continued)
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"buiden 1 " 11 "to taouldm ...'

he told me how mtu-- mean to
bun. He'a threatened my life if I
leave him

"Lida!"
"I can't seem to see any way out!

I can't bring myself to give mm
that blow Just now. Vance He'a
hifo m dfsp olnted! Auu( Klla
left him S100'"

"But yo said I


