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By MartinBOOTS AND HER BUDDIES

th preeur of buttnem matters
Hurt him th tlm. Elinor mw
th note, direct ml in hi bold
band, to hr mother.

"I'm throuich," she decided.
"Through with him. Thla nda
U."

But of coarse K did ot. It
Increased, Instead, her certainty ;

of his falseness and her misery, j
December max cold and storm f

swept. People herded In hot
rooms murmnrluK of the unusual ;

amount of snow and of when
they were planning to go south.
Miss Klla caught a slip hi cold.
Miss Smyth excused Miss Ells
to Bessie Throps who had corns
from Brooklyn for the purpose of
asking "just a little help until
the first Bessie bad not known J

where to turn. She sat, uncom-- I

fortabte beneath Miss Smythe's j

critical scrutiny sod sags conjee- - I

tare about the reason for her calL I

tried to smile. Jim. I

Jr.. had been sick again, sns con- - f

flded. Miss Smyths murmured a
remote, "How unfortunate!' and
looked pointedly toward tho clock.

Going down ths steps later
Bess i wept. She coutdnt help
It. She didn't know where to turn
this time. Elinor, dear child,
would help her If she could but
Bessls knew that Elinor nerer
bad a cent.

For the first time In Bessie's
Ufa she let her conscious mind
reckon Miss Ella's age and specu-
late on how much longer Miss
Ella could Uts. "She couldn't
leave ns out entirely when, she !

knows how we need It," Bessie
thought. "And she's fond of !

Jim- - i

Even $10, (tOt would make all j

tho difference In ths world to I

them. Jim had been unlucky .
with everything be'd touched .

She sniffed, blew her reddened
nose and set her chin which hsd
been quivering. She mads her
way cautiously, slowly. The
pavements were treacherously
slippery beneath their light coat-

ing of snow.

pHE news of Miss Ella Sexton's
Illness traveled swiftly and

Llda fonnd a thaw hi tradesmen
which she Immediately took ad-

vantage of, buying two new
frocks and a hat.

Then Miss Ella grew better and
was able to stt up for half a day.
to come downstairs for a few
boars. At ths end of a week of
convalescence Miss Smyths tele-

phoned Llda that Miss Ella wished
her and Elinor to come to tea In
order to thank them for their
Christinas remembrances.

The word ''remembrances'
made Llda smile sneerlngly; she
had "beggared" herself to get the
Shetland shawl and the padded
foot rest.

"You'll have to go! shs said
shortly to Elinor.

"I suppose so." ths girl agreed
dully. She was standing by a
window, staring oat and seeing
nothing.

"What are yos mooning about
bow?" Llda questioned harshly.

"Ton know as well ss I do."
Elinor answered, but in her un-
happy eyes was no suspicion that
her mother knew mors of tha
matter than shs did.

"Why can't yon hare more
pride? A woman doesn't wear
her heart on her sleeve."

"I know," Elinor admitted
slowly, "bat I can't seem to help
It!" She left th room then,
somewhat blindly.

"Little fool!" Lida murmured.
She felt a vague compunction and
irritation over' the situation.
Elinor always bad been so trying!

Barrett bad decided he would
go to see Miss Ells early that day
In order to miss a possible en-
counter with Elinor or ber
mother. Seeing either would be
Tinegar to bis wound.

At the very moment he waa '

starting across the street Llda
said to her daughter, "Well, let's
get It over!" Ths girl agreed
quickly. If Barrett were going '

to Miss Ella he would, of course,
drop In tor tea.

It was a shock to her. there-
fore, as the butler was taking her
coat to hear Barrett Colvin's
voice coming from the next room.

(To He Continued)

The Duke of Wellington Is

credited with first ue of the!
phrase, "clrcumstancea over
which I have no control. ml
reference to buaineas complica-
tions with which his son was
involved In 1839 or 184').

Washinston. Madfann, Jsrkaon.
Polk, Hiirhanan snd Hardlnx
were the only presidents who had
no children.
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aaoat ta aak tka arlrl la aaarrr
hlai. Llaa latrrraala. 1'lrrarlr
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Kllaar kaa aaly haaa alrtlac with
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Barratt laaaaa. Day. aaaa la
arblrh Kllaar aaaa aal kaar fraaa
btai. ska la a.
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CHAPTER XIV

T'LINOR refind point Wank to

to to aaa Aunt Ella Sextoa
when her mother asked her to do
this. She could aot endure the
tract or the possibility of meet-I- s

Barrett there. She (hook,
refsinc. and Llda amiled, aotlnf
the tjla show X motloa. "So
aalTe!" she reflected.

At tbe end at three tons dan
Elinor telephoned Barrett. She
00aid aot keep Iron dolnc K.

M aba telephone she hesitated,
choked Ht the number, had to
aaa eat it and watted, knees srow-la- c

weak, bands sold aad wet.

Twaa came the answer and she
eaaaped.

-- hi Mr. Colwaa at home,

pleaaer'
Blcglas did not moautae this

saaw wersion at the sweet Yolce

that had become familiar to him.

far. ColTin oat at towa lor
fear ears," be sopited. "Is

Basra a message?"
' He barely caught her stifled.
Ho, thank 700 "

For a moment she sat oa the
hair, one hand pressed
her stiffened, dry Hps.

skat lag at the telephone, seeing
Barrett amUing dowa at her. She
bad aeswr dreamed lore eonld
bait fe this war. Not that she
Mraed him! She told herself
Bercelj that she despised him;
bat aha would despise anyone

who could so play with another's
feelings. Yet she dreamed ef
seeing him, ot meeting him some-

where and haTing K all magically
aderstood and as M bsd keen.

She dreamed thus by day and
twice, as she slept Itfolly, she
dreamed of seeing Barrett looking
dowa at her mother as he bad
looked at her. She was breathiag
bard, her hands clenched.

Of course she had to get
through ft and of course people
had been through It again and
again: again and again. She
knew aaddenly that the world
was tall of people who bad loved
anwtsely and far too well.

They had all said, so easily,
that Aunt Ella had been "disap-
pointed fa lore." She herself,
Elinor real lied, might lire to be
aa oM as Miss Ella, now close to
to. Ninety years! Of course the
pala would dull but always It
would be beneath the eo'erlng
made by time.see
JJHNTWELL suspected that

Llda's white, slender Angers
had been hi the pie. LIda had not
wanted Elinor In the flrst praee.
Llda bad wanted nothing but the
money she felt would be hers
through Miss Ella, Bentwell's
sunt. Elinor's coming hsd msde
a tragedy for Llda and she had
never ceased to resent It. What
she called Miss Ella's "meanness
aad obstinacy" bad made for Llda
another tragedy. Her life, she
said, bad been "a series of frus-
trations." Nothing beautiful
could endure for her, she stated
naively.

Bentwell didn't know what ha
could do about It or whether any-

thing could be done. And be-

cause he was thus harassed, hs
drsnk stesdlly sod more than was
usual. At the nightly chess
games to Elinor's "Check!" be
would say a thick, "Er oh yes

," swaying In his chair. It
sometimes seemed to her that she
could not stand that, either, but
with other tested humans she
lesrned that one endured what
one must.

Barrett kept feeling that she
might call. If she did, he knew
be would go running bsrk, no
matter what she did or was. He
stiffened when Hlgglns sppeared
to ssy, "The telephone, Mr. Bar-
rett ," then lout Interest aa he
hesrd who waited to speak with
Mm.

Hlgglns told him thst "a lady"
hsd called during his absence.
Barrett paused with his overcoat
half way down his arms. "I did
not know the voice, sir," Hlgglns
added.

"Oh " Barrett murmured. He
refused an Invitation from Miss
mis and considered going with
the Hatch Foundation to ths Gobi
igsln. They were plsnning some
Important excavations. But he
aust first settle Gerald and he
:ould not seem to find ths proper
plsce for the child despite sn
mergetlc search.aaa
rTB received a note from Llda
11 Stafford, asking that hs do
her the favor of coming to talk
wlth her about a matter that was
Important to her and with which
tha needed his help. He replied
saying ha would coma aa sooa as
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