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CHAPTER XII
T IDA leaned forward, Metenlnc

franltlT. She wanted to know

what Elinor and tb young man
vera aaying. Her eyee took Id a

hue bouquet of red rosea an a

table In the hall. Beyond, In the
drawinc room, the saw twtterfty

rchida In B,lrr bovL

Then aha heard Elinor Bay, "But

Barry!
K waa Barren Colvln. Llda real-lie-

She did not want to na
Barrett Col Tin deroted to Elinor!
8ba wanted him to admire her: to
rocite her food eualltk-- to Mlas

Ella Sexton who was deroted to

Barry and obTlously eaeiky fv
Wiacii by hVas.

i
A tragedy It k Me d

tMed awlftly. for Aunt KKa to
leave the bulk of her fortwoe to
Elinor. And Aunt Ella waa vfl
likely to leare a urge part of It
to anyone Barrett Colvin admired.
EH nor 'a taMee were too simple;
Elinor would hare been perfectly
happy Urine on the smallest allow
aaoe while Llda simply had to
hare money! Elinor, of eoursa,
vonhi lr her mother what aha
steaded but Llda did not want her
daughter in the position where aha
could aire, nor hare her capable

C spending what aha pleased and
where she pleased. Elinor would
ha altogether too generous with
such people as fee Tbropea sod
PhlHp Sexton.

"Any you nr. girl Is better of for
antro!," Ltda thought often. She

aoald always make herself comfort-
able concerning any lie and assure
herself that whaterer she wanted
was the thing that was right.

She tiptoed a little closer to the
drawing room doorway and stood
dose to a billowing curtain, pressed
against the wall. Elinor was say
Ing, "But I're nerer known anyone
so fine as you are, Barry. It's ri-
diculous for you to keep harping
an age as yo do!"

Ha blurted out. "I want you to
hare the best!"

a e e

tpBEAH was a silence. Then Llda
" heard his breath
sad knew he had kissed Elinor.

1 dldnt mean to do that b-
efore," be said and hesitated. He
was going on, Lida was sure, to say
"before I asked you to marry me."

Oh. but she could not hare that!
Llda mored swiftly toward the
drawing room door. On the thresh-
old she paused, knowing the pic-
ture she made.

"My dear, dear, dear child!" she
exclaimed tremulously. She aaw
the eolor drain from Elinor's face
and her eyes grow big and dark.
Elinor had on a new dress and waa
wearing her hair la the way Llda
had declared to be abnurdly theatri-
cal. Barrett Colrin did not like the
Interruption, she saw. He was
flashed and looking sullen. But she
would manage H so that he would
thank her and later, with a little
more managing, she could bring
him to heel.

The anrious maltee asserted
and brought a tinge of pink

to Llda's lorely skin. K would be
an absurd marriage for Elinor, she
decided. Elinor would be far hap
pier married to some poor man,
puttering about at housework aa
Besla Throne did, trying to
stretch pennies and nickels, than
attempting to man ace the house-
hold of a mllHonnire,

"Be a little glad to see me,
please, dear!" Llda begged wist-

fully of Elinor and rery tenderly
kissed her. She saw a question In
Barrett Colrin's eyes which she
knew (with rtatisfurtiun) had btn
put there by Elinor's turning a cool
cheek for that kiss,

Ltda laid her small hands on Eli-
nor's shoulders. "I can't tell you
how good It Is to see you, my dar-

ling," she said, her voice full and
throbbing. "I're d you so
much.

"It's going to be ridiculously
easy, Llda thought. But she
miuttn't leave them ainna until aha
had h&d a chance to speak to Bar- -

rett in private!
"Darling, Llda said, pulling off

her gloves, "would you do some-

thing for mother?"

pLINOR stood like a stick. All

her grace had ben wiped sway

by resentment and growing fe&r

Yet surely, the girl thought, trying
ta down the sche that was begin-

ning In her heart, he cared! He

was too true, too loyal to be In

fluenced bow. If he could be

changed by her mother he was not

the man she bad believed him to
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dear Cousin Bessie and, of course.
your father. They're all so ab
surdly amious about my safety,
cue ended, turning to Barrett.

Without a word Elinor left the
room, her knes weak. For the
first time la her life she had
lH-- truly happy. For the first
time she had realised what life
might hold. And the moment be-
fore she could hardly real lie It
now Barrett had kissed her.

As aha left the room Elinor
could see, without turning her

, head to look back, that ner
mother waa holding out an ap- -

pealing hand to Barrett. Until
j that moment Llda had Ignored

htm. apparently completely ab--

sorbed la her reunion with her
daughter.

It took sereral minutes to tele-

phone Bessie Thrope, Miss Ella
(who would talk. talk, talk), and
her father for whom she had to
wait. When Elinor returned aha
found Barrett still standing, look-

ing rather white beneath his
heary tan. and with new lines
around his mouth. He said, bow-

ing stiffly, that he must leave.
"What have you done?" Elinor

asked as she heard Benson close
the outer door after him.

"But what can yoa mean,
dear?" Llda questioned In turn
and with an as?umption of In-

nocence that made Elinor know
something rery bad had hap-

pened.
I mean what I say. Mother."

Her rolce shook. "Can't you
just for once be honest? I love
Barrett Colvin and ha lores me.
He waa going ta tell me so whea
you came in

The child. LMa saw wearily,
waa going to make a scene. Elinor
was crying, shaking.

'lf be lores yoa, dear, of course
he will sell yoa so. What could
my eomiag hare to do with It?'

Btinor laughed suddenly, hys-

terically. Then, sobbing deeply,
be turned and left the room,

a a a

JJARRETT walked blindly, with-a-

knowing where ha waa

heeding. Mrs, Stafford had said
tt earns back slowly but all too

clearly): "It la so good to find

yon here with Elinor! He had
thanked her, a trifle surprised at
the war abe had spoken the
words.

"I was afraid, swa went an
bealtaatly aa she sat down, "that
Bobby Telfair might be here. His
influence Is not at all good for my
ltttle Elinor. She Is, I must con-

fess, quite modern enough with-

out help. Can yoa get used to
what these youngsters can 'neck-

ing. Mr. Colrln?- -
He kad cleared his throat. He

had murmured a stifled, "Why-no
"Elinor Is so appealing," Llda

continued la a troubled way.
"Everyone likes bar. especially
older men. She flatters them
mercilessly Into the feeling that
they're young again and then
laughs about it afterwards. Touth
is so cruel, don't yon think?"

He had moistened his lips, sod-
ded.

"Little scamp!" Llda murmured
and sighed. "Promise me you'll
use your Influence with her!
sha appealed. He made no re-

sponse. "I'm sure," Llda admit-
ted laughing and ruefully, "that
I won't have to cough loudly
whenever I enter a room in which
you are alone with Elinor!"

She sat silent then for a short
time, spparently given over to
her unhappy problem.

"I am, Mr, Colvin," she con-
fessed with a sigh, "a rather

sort of person, I fear.
Some of the amorous tableaua
Elinor has provided for me hava
quite broken me up. I ," but
her lips trembled. He saw her
fumbling for a handkerchief and
savr that she could not go on, that
she had all she could do to regain
control.

Elinor came In then. Barrett
could not look at her. He could
only stand dully, aching In every
fiber and feeling a cheated fool.
Somehow, ha realized in the chill
of the outer air, he had made his
eacape.

(To Be Continued)

The origin of the reremoi.y of
laying a cornprlnne is of great-
est antiquity and, according to
some hlMorlnn. sacrificial rIts
were prarficrrl when laying the
foundations of a building.

.ere lo,t l the Uayton. Ohio.

kV Vf-
-

rV
VNTY

;

The mniKKllnit arllnt oflen
finds his palette little help to
fall palate. ,

(UU(VOCC I T 'J" OBOYpV f, NO MORE WHM.ING. . WE'LL THAS Y THREE MTIL ORWEI1 f ROA MER CABIN BY f I
"WJUl tt! rurvtii I Aih t II' beacm the oio tob nem Seattle. ) tme munoer, tme oiru is tohoottemv V

1BN P Bid I vii- - IV MAD AT I Akin EJtD-Jftrtn- STA.TTCO. j STIICC VurrffC M

lGKAKJO AW 6WB0US SUCCESS.JW YlJfM' ) J5!5L. MilJl MJ
FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS ' By Blotser

f " 'fT.'' ' l.Vv j-V f6Y THE TUNwEXS'Yw, fTHI& AI.TITUDE.. ) DITTO ..LET'sA ftANOWICH ) '''fc'X ( NEXT STOP l& PARADISE JUNCTION?

I r . '&2r. TWO MOPE UD VV AND PIME. TCEf. 6O0PTOTHE MV EVE ! V. BOV&. BETTER 6E.T VOUR BACA PACKED

I f I f tVJ WE.XJ. ALMOST V 4

5MEU l& CIVIU& ) OIMEO ANO 1'MHAVIM' t VI UP AND BE READY --WE'LL BE

,) tmit I M- AT PARAOI&EA ME AN APPETITE &ET A NICE SOVE FRIED XOKAV.') TlfTV THERE IN AN Zj
tZZ,; A? "" ; - "4 --i

JUnctiom! V;- -
acain-ho- w ) &4Ndwich chicken ( 1 ny HOURffeQlJ.' r fvirw 6ETT1MS - twv 7'' ABOUT VOU?7 OF SOME i AND6RAVY lfa)fA MT,JrXJf' efii

' fV-'-v' . s' U ihStKk iTi! --V TktfTl'' i 1 '(' MEAL HVEN AV

THE NEWFANGLES MOM'N POP By Cowan

f HOW ABOUT ) OKA1, LET'S )") f BABV1, LOOK VEAH, SMC TWHKS YES, NISe- - "1 f TWO WEEK3' PA IN "6 THANKS, DI2ZV1. WHEN I TTT T
SOME LUNCH, I GET GOIHG WHO'S GONE. I HE'S A GPEAT CRACKCP- S- ADVANCE-O- PAPA! V DIE I'LL LEAVE EVEPYTHING J I

, CHICK? 7 ',! IN FOP I OUTDOOP WOMAN I ANO 1 CAN WHAT A VACATION I TO YOU'. V The OFFICE W
i T. rZ r-- SPOPT TOGS BECAUSE. SHE CAN DISTINGUISH A I M GOING TO HVE ,

AiA V ',! -- DISTINGUISH A CERTAIN NOISE ( f V. - r- - I

-- 10 ' -- A TENNIS PACKET IM THIS ENVELOPE, ' S J--t i WS' &k

ha. Nothing con Id be then as she

bad dreamed. Life would be oh.

It would be horrible!
Her heart cried out, "Please Bar-

rett! Please understand! t
Llda went on. "1 want you to

telephone Aunt Ella to tell her I

aa back home af. sweat. And


