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think he seemed old. He bad said.
"I usually feel frightfully decrepit
when I'm with anyone yoar age,"
and she bad answered with a blnnt-see- s

that bad elated him, "That's
ths silliest thine I've ever heard!

a a a

HB had said, "Really do you
It?" and aha had rvnltaH

"I certainly do!" They had talked
of It tor some time: he confessing
his hstred of old fools who crashed
In on the buds and she wss saying
that was "unite different." He had
admitted his IS years snd shs
her to.
. And later, over the telephone, she

had said she bad enjoyed the after-
noon. Her voles bad been not quite
steady and be bad wanted to say,
"You darling! Yon darling!" In-

stead he bad only said. "Be sure to
drees warmly enough tomorrow."

Barrett looked at tbe clock:
tossed his clgaret Into the are. At
this time tomorrow ntgbt b would
be with her tn that pleasant, small
inn which Mareia bad said was un-

changed. He'd telephone ahead and
order something special And wear
the London tweeds be liked about
as well as anything he had. Hs
decided suddenly that he bad been
neglecting bis wardrobe tor s long
while. Have to remedy that 8ee
bis tailor tomorrow.

Tomorrow seemed a long time
sway. He studied the laggard
dock.

What aa adventure coming horns
would be wl'.n her in the house:
What a msgnet she would be! He
saw himself slipping from his coat
hurrying into the drawing room,

uoopmg to tak her la his arms
Was it fair to her to dream this
way. sot knowing how she felt? He
must hold himself in a bit But
he had never wanted anything very
much without getting it be re
assured himself. He knew he had
force, and if he thought he could
make her aa happy as she should
be he would use thst force. Then
together for tbe rest of tbeir lives!
His lean cheeks warmed, thinking
thus.

If she could ever say. "I love
you!" he would ssk nothing more!aaa
T IDA. tn a wav. had enievad

Miami. Vance Carter bad been
there, aa devoted as usual, snd she

; hsd been amused. True, his in tat
j nation had a few times made bits
I difficult for even her to handle. She

bad bad to make promisee she had
never Intended to voice. These
bothered her a trifle, although
time. Lida had fonnd. nftaa nntan.
gled the webs that follow the first
deceit Still shs did wish Carter
hadn't made ber say sbe would di-

vorce Bentwell to marry him ss
soon as Miss tils ded.

She wrote Vise Ella dntlfullv,
telling her that the cough which
had forced her to leave "dear Bent
and Elinor" wss almost rone. Sbe
knew Miss Ells approved s mother
who remembered ber obligations.

At the end of three weeks Lida
got reservatlona for the trip north.
Carra and Hal were going on to
Havana. They bad spoken of it
freouantly and a bit too pointedly,
with eves fixed above Lida's bead

Lida told Carter that It was
tragic bow friends disappointed
one. Sbe bad really liked Carra
until, living tn the same house
with her, she had found Carra die
approving of "nothing at all," stif-
fening with each day and becoming
more and more combative,

Carra had said, eyes narrowing.
"Lida, if I were you I wouldn't play
much more with Vance Carter. It's
rather cruel, don't you think T'

And Lida's innocent "But Carra
I cen t think what yen mean!"

had done nothing but make the
other woman look st her with a
disconcertinc steadfna. lan?h nn.
pleasantly and tay bluntly. "Dont
be a tool! Ton know damned well
what I mean!"

Tbe visit hsd. as this continued.
been rather disappointing.

Lida loathed trains and tbe peo--I

pie one saw upon them. She sr--i

rlTed in New York In a smoldering
mood to find that the motor for
which she had wired wss not wslt

j Ing for ber. rumlng within, she
gave a taxlcab chaufteur the Park
Avenue address snd plsnoed tbe

I stinging reprimand the would voice
to Bentwell and Elinor. Th--

should have teen that sbe waa met!
Sbe let herself Into tbe apart,

ment with her key. taken from a
beg Carra had given br forced
by Lida's envious, loudly voiced
admiration. Later Carra bad said
to Hal, "She's hopeless completely
without pride snd s schemer. 1

can't see how I was fooled for so
long!"

lnslds the apartment Lida
paused a moment in the foyer.
Then she heard voices beyond. Eli-

nor's voice snd some man's. Sbe
couldn't place the msn but she
knew It waa not Bobby Telfair who
had long been csvoted to Elinor.

Deliberately evesdropping, Lids
r.epped to the door to hear what
tney were saying.

(To Bo Continued)

Pnjntnln F'anklln's portrait
In th Whlt Houe was original-
ly carried ny (rom franklin's
home by Major Andre, who gave
ii to General Grey. Orev took It
to Knglaod, and Karl Grey, s

nt It to President
Theodore Roosevelt si tbe execu
tive .MmoMou.

The earliest mechanical time
measure was a water clock, con
lalnlog water which was allowed
10 escape through s small hole.
marks on the aide Indicating the
hi. ho 01 time.

The Panama canal make, San
Francisco closer to Llvenmol,
England, by Mss miles, s saving
of two-flft- of tbs old journey.
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krru- - r. MARCtA
sUDXOR. la rerrlSea fee Im. In
kealwas will lean at aa aafar- -'

laeete ealaeee la kev aa.t. Vaara
kefere Karrvtl aklHSeS Malrla
wee a reetkfel rawaeee aaara
aUaatroaaly. Harrta aaa a aaa

' wkasa Barren Steele. Tka hmy
la alaa reera aU aaw. Nina

i tkeleta rkat It ker kaakeaS learae
ka tratk ka will tetctre

baa.
HABOLD DEXTER, fka kaj'a

tajter. tkreatraa ktarfcsuUL Bir
alt. klaclaaT al bw.Mp at Drs
eve east, friskieae tka an lata

araaalalas ka win am aaaka
treejele.

Barren takaa Ctlaar staBer tat
extra, tka eeeaia aa attraelet

aewar mim aa ka la tawars ker.
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CHAPTER XI

JpLINOR rok quickly ud left
the room. She return ad, flashed

and smiling, from the telephone
conversation with Barratt Colrta.

H wanted." shs said, "to know
(

If I dldat think It would be better
t tako onr drive tomorrow sines
tbe weather forecast is clear. We
were coins to go Tuesday."
' "Did It take seven minutes tor
him to say that?" her father asked.

Xlinor lane-bed-. "Oh. hot that
ween alL He said ha hoped t
hadn't been chilled driving this
afternoon and he aid he'd never
enjoyed an afternoon more and
thanked me for It. And I thanked
him and said I'd enjoyed it too"

Twenty in June, weren't job,
dearest!" Bentwel asked.

"Tea, but why bring that npr
aba replied lightly, she was m
happy!

They moved to the room Lida
called the library, arm la arm.
Stafford's heart was cracking to

mall, sharp silvers that eat at
each beat. Ba dldnt want bis lit-

tle girl to crow up, to fall tn love
and leave him. But, on the other
hand, he did want ber settled and
aaay from her mother's bold lies
and trail deceptions, from his
drinkinc himself to forgetfulness.

Is the bis room Elinor turned to
put her arms around his neck.
Ton mustn't feel sorry: she en-

treated. Tou're first! TouH al-

ways be first with me, darling!"
Be held her close, laid his cheek

sgalnst her soft hair. And when
she stood away she saw that his
yes were wet. "I'm so foolish!"

she sdmltted. "And I've made you
sol Aren't we being rather dra-

matic over nothing? I dont know
what's the matter with me!"

Her father knew what was the
matter and the recurrinc possibility
at Colvin's hurttns ber brought
color to his cheeks. Thank God,"
he thought, "Lida will be out of
the way for s while!" If only they
could have everything settled

Lida's return assuming, of
course, that Coffin really eared for
Elinor as she seemed to care for
him. Then it would be all right
If the affair were still in the air
when Lida returned she could
ssd would smash it if she wished.
Stafford knew her her strength,
her lack of principle which made
bar the most formidable of toes,
her willingness to stoop to and use
any weapon.

e e a

TITARCIA had telephoned, Barrett
learned when be arrived home

He called her for the second time
that day a day that hsd been
stretched to unnatural lent.-t- by
worry and ecstasy. That the un-

pleasant Interview with Dexter had
oorrrred only that morning he
could hardly believe.

"Is that you, MarclaT" be Hid
Into the telephone.

"Yes. dear. Tbnk you so much
for calling. I wanted you to know
that I've been so relieved end
bappy Bines I heard from you at
noon."

"I'm glad of that." he answered
bnt be could not feel the situation
as he had before; the menace of It,
the boptleaness of It. He could
feel only tbe understanding snd
loveliness and gentleness of the
girl who bad ridden beside blm In
i be gray of the early evening and
tbe truth that bad come to him so
suddenly that he was still dizzy
from Its strong Impact.

"Dear." be beard next, "can you
run up to bave dinner with oa?
Rs bad an engagement but ws
begsed off."

For tbe first time In his life Bar-

rett lied expertly. He couldn't talk
to Marcla this evening. He hsd to
M slooe to thlnkl

He ssid goodby to her and then
telephoned Elinor.

"Are you dlnlwt In, sir" Big-

gin questioned a short while Ister.
"Tes, Hlggine," Barrett snswored

happily. Before he left the room
be wrote? "flowers, candy, pink
box" on s pad. That It
was an absurd and unnecessary re-

minder he resitted, feeling slightly
a fool. Nevertheless It was a satis-
faction to writs It-- He stood look-

ing down st ths words. Sbe didn't
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