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was acting was shameless. Ko

wonder Brntwcll drank! Bcssla
decided to ntovo so that Llda and
her escort would not see her.
Aunt Ella ought to know about
this but to gain by g

waa so unspeakably low! Neither
Bcsslo n?r her husband, Jim. de--

spite their real need, wanted
their sons to bavs money gained
In that way.

Sho stooped wearily to pick up
tho string bag and moved. No,
Llda had not seen ber.

Ressie knew Llda had told Aunt
Ella about Itcsaie's throwiug
away the inushroonia thai had
been half gone when delivered,
Lida bad followed Beie to her
kitchen, raising her beautifully
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far fear her haahaae will
leara at aa aafertaaale eeleaae
la ker aaat. Iran aetata Bar-
rett ahlelSr Marcia waea a
vaathfa Slrtatlea eaera lr.

Marrla k no a aaa wheat
Barrett aaeatea. Tka her fca alaa
reare til saw nt kla ratar,
HAROLD DKITKK. kaa threat.
aaa Mareta wtla klaekaialL She
Sealarea tkat tt ker haebaea
leara tka tratk ka will aever far

. Ctra kaa,
Barrett veea ta el It

fcEBAI.ll, kla ware. Ha kaa
, asatate ta eUerharaTe tka ratar

aval Saut m aew kaaia far tka ear.
Ha call aa kzlaa aula Sanaa wha
tana alaa aka cam Bet aeelee ta
wa ii ta leaea bar oaeorr. Bar
rett aefmaaa ta aavlee ker. Aa ka
ta laailag ka areata Liam staavera,
Ellaai'a areteer. Ska easaeeta kla
aatareat 1st Cltaar aaa aetaraaiaaa
ta vat a. atop ta It.

Li, era aa ta aaeet VACE
CARTER arka la ta lore with ker.
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. CHAPTER VII

STANCE want on smoothly, "Car-

ta, and Hal Woodbrids want
yen to so down with them to
VUml lor a week or so. They

' tpoka o( tt last night. Yon will.
' won't you I Then I'll corns later."

"I don't know Vance." Lida
Stafford said the words hesitantly,

. ker eras averted.
"Plsase. daaraat!"
Lida protracted the moment,

although ahe knew she would so
If Cam and Hal went down in
their plane, "La Paloma."

tho moment becaass
Vance, begging, was so really
satisfying. This was the adula-

tion and attention ahe craved.
A waitress wearing a black

drees, rather worn and In need of
preeeing, stood by the table, pen-

cil tapping on her pad, waiting
to take their order.

Vance had completely forgotten
that they were to have tea. He
exclaimed. "Oh 1 see what do
you want, Lida?"

"1 don't know, dear. Con't
you order?"

"English muffins?" He frowned
at the card.

"No, they're horrible here."
The waitress sniffed at this

drawled comment. Llda con-

tinued, "And they're a bit heavy,
too. It's rather late, you know."

"Well, how about thin, dry
toast and guars jellyl"

"We haven't any guava jelly,"
the waitress put in wearily.

"Oh!" Vance scanned the
csrd again, heavily lidded eyes
moving swiftly op and down. His
emotional starvation was taking
from him any ability to deal with
foods. And this tea room, which
Llda had selected because none
of their aet ever came there, waa
a eadly mismanaged place with
inefficient service, no selection of
foods and mediocre cooking. All
thia was distasteful to Vance.
And yet Llda was beside him,
bis arm ever so slightly touching
tins. Vance set teeth on his
lower lip. aaa

LITTLE later the order was

liven and the waitress, on
twisted high heels, made her way
toward the kitchen. Lida bad
deliberately asked for every va-

riety of tea that the knew she
would sot find in the place,

the waitress' discomfiture.
Llda always found satisfaction In

disconcerting oiVte, no matter
how unimportant fte others might
be.

"Sorry it's such a loathesums
men," Vance said as the waitress
returned and put the food down
before them. Again the girl
sniffed, plainly Indicating her
disapproval.

"Lida," Vance went on, "about
thia Miami trip 1 don't want o
nag but you will, won't you?'"

"I don't know, Vance!"
'Tlcase, dearcit!"
"But you Bee, Vance " '
"Darling, I'd have some chance

to toe you there! I ran t stand
much more of this sort of tiling.
1 mean it!"

Cesslo Tlirope who bad coruo
purling Into the tea room with a
s'ring bag full of purchases. In-

cluding tooth paste, hard water
snap, a bag of caramel?, handker--i
blefs for Jim and a vase

for tho dining room, settled her-
self at a table and looked around.

She waa glad the had come In,
illhough sho knew sho shouldn't

oven the few pennies her
refreshment would cobt. She
was going to he short again st
'he eud of the month. And she
limply couldn't ask Aunt Ella
o help her qut again. Aunt LUa
bad a fixed idea that Bessie
didn't manage well.

She scanned the menu, then
looked across the room to ace her
cousin, Llda Htafford, with "that
Carter man."aaa
Jll SH1E, usually so gentle, hated

Llda fur her slender eleganco
and her scoru of the things Des-

alt: felt every woman ehould do
to help her husband get along.
Yea, It was Llda and tho way tho
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arched browa after a look at
Maggie. Maggie never did look
quite neat. And the next time
at Aunt Ella's Bessie heard.
"Mushrooms tor a largo family.

i Bessie, are a very expensive form
of food. The idea of throwing
them oat. quita frankly, ama-c- s
me!"

Sha would take hot chocolate
with whipped cream and try not
to brood upon things. Bessie de-
cided. It didnt do any good but
just the same things weren't al-

ways fair.
Meantime, in another part of

the city, Barrett Colvin had re-

turned home from Miss Ella Sex-

ton's to telephone to Marcia.
"I have only a few moments to

talk." Marcia aald with nervous
haste. "I don't know when Dick
will coma In. I didn't go to meet
him. I've felt miserable all day.
Barry?"

"Yes, dear?"
"That Dexter person called

J again!"
"For what purpose?" Barrett

j almost barked the question.
"I don't know. I wasn't hero

' He left his card and wrote on it
wait. I have it here somewhere.
Hero It is. Barry ?"

"Yes, dear."
"He wrote, 'I have a matter of

importance to discuss with you.
I will come back and wish to see
you." I thought, Barry, that if
yon knew where he waa you could
talk to him. Do you know where
he Is?"

"I don't," Barrett admitted,
"but you mustn't worry. I'll find
him somewhere and. Marcia,
don't have htm admitted again
Tell him to come to see me."

"Oh, thank you. darling!"
"Never mind about that. I

hope you'll feel better soon."
"I will I do already! All this

has worried me so."
"But you're not to worry!" he

t told her grimly. '

aaa
JJE left the telephone to stride

down the floor, smoking de-

terminedly. When he had a
chance to deal with young Dexter
ha would end this persecution of
Marcia. It was outrageous! Dick

Radnor, Barrett thought, was the
sort who could care deeply
enough to forgive a lot. He had
seen Dick to chat with him for a
short half hour in Dick's office.
On the other hand, he knew
Dick's family and their reputa-
tion for almost brutal honesty.
Whatever happened, Marcia must
not be subjected to any more of
these disagreeable situations.
Barrett decided, until she was In

completely good health again.
He ran his hands through his

sandy Life could be so

damnably difficult!
And what had Lida Stafford

meant by saying that her daugh-
ter, Elinor, liked the wrong sort
of young meu? He would have
been willing to wager his last
cent on that girl. Barrett wished
Elinor's mother hadn't said that.
The whole day had been a suc-
cession of Irritations. First the
visit to Gerald and the problem
of getting the youngster a new
and hotter sort of home. Then
Miss Ella aLd ber miserable sug-
gestion that Barrett should spy
on her relatives. Well, luj'd
quelled that, ho felt sure. And
now Dexter!

"You're dining In, sir?" s

a&ked from the doorway
after his usual hesitant cough.

Of course he was dining in,
Barrett realized, but the thouEht
for some reason was Irksome. He
didn't want to talk with men this
evening and be knew no woman
who would be agreeable company
either, lie bad a quick flash of
Klinor Stafford's face and know
that if ho could he would have
hurried eaccrly to fetch her and
settle her across a table from
him.

What could her mother have
meant by saying tlinor was fond
of the wrong sort of young men?
The thought bothered hiro mora
and mote.

"Yes. Hijrgin," Barrett an
swered wearily. "I'm dining In"

(To Be Continued)
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