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Bargain

by KATHARINE HAVILAND-TAYLOR
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cause sho knew Aunt Eila thought

highly of him. Whoning his |
triendship would fmpress Aupt |
Ella, who bhad the old-fashioned
nolfon thst marriage ahould pro- |
wide a clear and dovoled view of

ene's husband ard bllndness to

all others.

Furthermore Barrett Colvin
was attractive and Lida was not |
ready to believe any attractive |
man could prefer her daughter
to herself.

She was sure that her words
bad tound their mark, Sho had
socen the sliffening of Barreit's
honest face. The thing to do,
Lida decided a tow moments later
as she walted !m tbe airlcss re.
ception room for Miss Ella, was
1o make hLarrett feel that there
wak no redeeming Elinor. He
wAs credulous as a child. It
wonld be easy to convince him
thint Elinor was a member of the
wild youpger sel. Oh, yer, she
kpew just bhow fo manage ft!
Aud to & man ol hiz sort that
would be enpugh.

Lida moved restlessly. Would
the old lady nover come? Bare
rett Colvin had said she was well.
Only that worning the manager
of a small, select gown ahop had
arked Insinoatingly, listing seve
«=ral purchases, *“Your cousln,
Miss Sexton—iz she well?™ The
woman's glunce had been chilly
and i bad held s question, too.
All those unpald bills. So many
poople walting for the death of
the indefatigable old lady,

"So trying—tbe wholu affair!'
Lida thounght,
- - -

R{ISE SMYTHE cotered then.
$ "l aw sorry.” abo said (and
Lida knew she was not sorry).
Ming Sexton hass
down and begs to bo sxcused.”
1osolence, Lida decided, but #he
smiled as she rose, d E
fur cost closer abou
white throat. One
upon Miss Bmythe
“11 look In temarros

gube to lle

if Lhat

siits,” Lida murmured in her
awoatest way.

*T will aak Mim Sexton Lo Lele
phons you,'' Miss Smythe an-
awared.

Lida thought, “Poleinous Vie-

forfan fromp!™ Waas it poesibls
that Miss, Smythe bhad  hegrd
abatl hor affafr with Yanen Car-
ter? Mad Beseln or Tim ‘Throps
talked? }ow Lide hated them!

Miss Smythe sald her r’nl'.
“Good alterpoon,’’
opened the door, L
solf outsids in the
light of an autummn |
noon. She had promised to m"’
Vance—but waus it safe? Eb
hesitated, glanced over her shoul
der at the brown stone house,
then gave a low-valesd grdor to
the chaufenr., Ho started the
ear, A cytiteal amifle in his wise
wyms.

An they maved pway Lida
opened ber purse, drew oub &
vapity casy and wilth practiced,
sutomatic gesture began to

freshen the rouge on hor lipe

Eho Wad no respect for Vanes
Cartgr bot he was oseful to her
When his hunpry ever [cllowed
ber Lida knew her power, Aftor
«pnding bim away ohig would God
hersall essured of lber charm and
henuty. Ielaining that tyr
nd become to Lida the w
poartant thing in the waorld

Bhe conslderod Vabeo o
amyusiogly simpl kngw
that he dreanmed of miarrving bes
whon she could divores Bentwell.
Thinking of this made bor smile
in a mauner In which she nover
smiled in publle. Vance bud an
iocome of $50.,000 a your and

mther

dhn

Lide wanw wonried of what she
calisd “'poverty.”
Murry Vanca on $30,000 &
yest?  Well ll~|niI\.’
.
Slll, way able {o manpszge bim
vaily, howmever., Miss Ella
dld not approve of divorcud pore
soln and Vancs's mind was the

port thint conld compretiond waks
e and ying to one who must
somie uny wie with the bope of

| parved -2 table in a booth.

| that her manner of “snduring”

death. Yaoce had for 10 vears
gone each Hunday te a3 Fifth
Avenue churoh with the aunt who
had loft him his ineome
his triends considered it a good
joke, laughing uproarfously at it.

Lida tode toward their mewt
irg place with a feeling of op-
pression. Had some sneak re-
ported to the old lady about her
(Lada™) visit (b Todd Langdon's
studio? ©Or ber meetiogs with
Vanca? Lida knew that she was
menaced but she could not tell
whether the danper was largs or
wmall,

“I'N get out st the bext cor-
wser, Grier,” she told the ebauf-
four. She bad to be so cyrefull
The tea room she entered a me-
ment luter was an inconsplegous
one. It was crowded mow and
Lida felt the admirstion and
wonder of many eyes turned her
way to lages. Vance had re-
He
eromsed the room and sald, look- !
ng down o her. 1 thought
you'd mever come!"

Ehe smiled as they woved te- |
ward the booth to settls side by
side. Heo pulled her gloves from

Itlhi‘ll‘ toward her. ll

He and |
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showing the worldly
that was his fn bold,
ayos.

“T'va comno from Aunt Ela's
| ha did mol recelve me—and it
hurt!”

“Lond! Fancy mot seeing you
i one could!"” he murmured. He
groped bemecath the table for her

band.

thadoweq

“I have eodured Bentiwell for
so many Years in order to avold
hurting the old lady,” Lida went |
on. Again she mighed. She felt |
a pleasant sense of long-sufaring |

nalatiiness, untonched by the fact

was 80 extremely voeal that It
had, more than once, driven Bent!-
wall to his clud to try to forge!
the Jash of ber tongus.

.- ® = |
ANCE'S bhands tightened oo
her hand violentlr. For the
first time he looked away from
bher. Stealing a aide glanes at
him she saw his face drawn by
emotion. His chiin was set. *1
can't bear to think of you baving
te ondure anything,” be said
harshly, unevenly and too loudly.
“I want to give you—averything,
Lida, I wint to take cars of
youl™
Privataly she (hought, “On
$50,000!" and found the thought
amusing. Te him she said,
“Yanee, you'rs so sweet! o
Kind!™ 1
He moved puddenly aud agais |
his oyes wera upos ber, devour-
ing her, Lids mw that he was
going to bo dificult. It did not
frighten her; instead telr
stimulated, enjoying this proof |
of her charms. |
“Vance,” she appealed, “baby |
mes 'm really »so pitiably
weary. Nothing bhsas gone as it
should today. You know how 1
loug for peace and quiet and love
and—dear companionship. 1've |
b'a.n lonely for years, Vance!™
ralsed h-l large
EraY oyes wolch co
",TII]I".I- {esling to b
balkel hunger had
"" ']‘P 1"" 1ime ‘
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(To Be Continned)
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firchos at (tx groatest widih; the
migute bhund has wu oversall i
monvion of 29 feet and opffin-
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latg are used for nomerale
Tibetans writa their prarers
on the shoulder blades of sheep
atid bing them over ik pathway;
when set (o motion by passera-
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beuoliting Guancilly by thag | Offer up the prayer.
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AHL YAHR! YE'RE KFEARED! NE'RE

YELLA'

SISSIES?

WHY DONT YE FIGHT,
YE CALL THIS A MUTINY?

YE

BLIMKIN'

HE CREW HUDDLES BEHIND THE

TRYWORMS, AMD LISTENS TO THE MATES JEEQ‘;

EANWHILE, WASH, EASY, AND
OME OF THE SWEDES
CRAWL FORWARD AND OVERBOARDY

SHEAK AROUMD AND TRY
GETTING 'EM FROM BEHIND,
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SAY I THATS)  (TLEBES MMETY-ONE ) WELL, 80 LONG)
BETTER'N WHISTLING ! BETTED OLD SOCK!
& TICKET — GET YOUR BAGS, AMD WE'RE OFF
Thlk ABOUT GET OUT THEDE ——— N A CLOUD
THE. SERVICE SHE'LL BE WERL of cMpeERs! |
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YOU WIDS 'LL
GET!!
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ALMOST on Me!
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