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CHAPTER IV

rpWO daye later Barrett Colvin,
la Connecticut, stepped Into

bti low roadster. Hla ward, who
at Din Tears was beginning to
stretch to the famed Coins
height, stood near by. looking at
Barrett wlstfullv. "1 do wish yon
could star longer! he said. Then,
with aa effort, he forced a smile,
adding, "It was nice of 70a to
coos. I'm glad too came!"

Barrett leaued from the car to
take the boy's hand. "I'm coming
back!" he promised, "and we're
going to hare some good times!"

Be was tremendously attracted
to Gerald who waa clever with-

out being too serious, who was, la
short, the reassuringly normal,
healthy-minde- d fabric for a man.
Gerald would turn out well, Bar-

rett knew, ft he had hla chance:
and the visit had strengthened
the Intensity of Barretts row to
give Gerald that chance.

"It was fine of you to come, Mr.

Barry, and to send me all those
cards when yoa were away. I'd
pretty nearly forgotten what yon
looked Ilk. Ton see it was a
long time ago that yoa went
away."

"That's true." Barrett agreed,
contritely.

"Are yon going to stay here a
while now?" the hoy asked. He
tried, without success, to make
his question casual.

"I will. I promise. Gerald, un-
til It's easy for yoa o let me
go "

"Gee whit, 1 dont see how yon
can ever go then!" Jerry com-
mented, smiling.

"We all freckle that way."
Barrett thought. He tightenedhis hand on the boy's. Nice
youngster! Deserting of etery.

. thing square and good! Odd how
It made yon feel to see family
traits Intensify . . . rather melt-
ed a heart and made yoa bumble
, . . made yon want to make np
for the tbings you hsdn't bad. to
be certain tbere would be no gaps
la the nnfoldlng life.

"I wish I could take yon back
with me. Jerry." said Barrett
without knowing that be bad
meant to ssy it,

"Gee whit, wouldn't that be
great!" Gersld answered. His
eyes brightened.

"I will some day!" Barrett
stated, and bis chin squared."And 1 keep my word." he
thought, looking down on Jerry:"I wonder whether yon know
that?"

jyjRS. COOK, In whose bouse
Gerald made his home, ap-

peared at the doorway. "You'll
catch cold without your hat,
Gerald!" she called sharply.
Gerald's face changed: Barrett
frowned, pulling on his thick
glores. He was not at all satis-
fied about the situation. Gerald
had admitted that he would like
a new tutor, that he had not "ex-
actly liked" Mr. Dexter. Playing
checkers with Barred he had
ssld, "This Is line. I like to play
checkers but, yon see. nobody
ever hss time to play with me."

Rolling toward New fork Bar-
rett wondered perplexedly where
he was to and the new, right
home for Gerald, a home ruled by
some comfortably, portly soul
who would know that a small
boy's needs are not entirely an-
swered by a full dinner plate and
who would see to It that he was
ted In all ways.

Marela had been a criminal
and so bsd Barrett himself! Bat
he had felt that his success mightbe made by a trip to the Gobi,
and In that belief time bad proved
blm right. He hated rich men's
Idle sons: he could not be one.
Archeology wss not his bobby but
his work and a work to which be
deroted his entire energy. It wss
absurd, he realized, to reproachhimself with the fsct that he had
not stayed at home to play nurse-
maid to his sister's child. Yet be
had known his sister, and his
compunction persisted.

Marela had promised thst
through old Annie, a maid who
knew of the affair, she would
watch orer the boy. So tar as
Barrett could discover Annie had
not made even one trip to Mrs
Cooke's farm bouse. He felt In-

creasing resentment, reminding
himself that he was a fool to have
placed the slightest trust in any
of Marcla's essy promises. It he
reproached her (as he would not,
kept by common sense from mak-

ing futile motions) Marela would
probably murmur, "But I thought.
Barry I really thought Annie
had gone. I told her to go I'm

certain, dear!" And, this murmur
made, she wonld be done with the
matter. Barrett shook his hesd.
There was no understanding how

anyone could shake responsibility
as Marela did.

rpHB boy waa appealing toe.
Engagingly unspoiled, ob-

viously a truth-tell- and softened
so easily by kindness. It waa all
too evident that kindnesses were
not common for him.

"Damn!" said Barrett, halt-alo-

but feelingly. Ha could not
remember being more shamed,
and Irritated. Shamed at having'
had part In aa arrangement so
patently unsatisfactory and Irri-

tated by Marria'a running true, aa
she always did, to her selfish type.

CIvilltatlonT The devil with
It! Allowing each tangles to be
hidden, making them things to
hide! Barrett waa weary of Ilea,
evasions, nnfafrnesa to those who
could not declare their rights. He
mused unhappily for some timo
oa these and other dark facts.
Then the feeling ot the open
quieted him a little, a feeling that
is never found by those who must
have company and "something
going on!"

The sting of the first hard frost
was in the air. A tew neglected
pumpkins, puckered and shrunken
by the bitter night, gleamed be-

tween shocks of corn. Wind
rattled eerily through these, mak--1

Ing. beside the purr of motor, the
only other sound In the stillness.

Ahead In a hollow which waa
severed by the twisting, silvered
mscadsm road was a wood where
modest oaks, clinging tenaciously' to summer garb, made browa
patchea In the gray ot blended
boughs and tree trunks.

Yes, It was good to be alive and
to have a go at the old world la
spite ot everything, Barrett de-
cided. Suddenly again ha saw
Elinor Stafford's young face
raised to his. The vision discon-
certed him. He hsd never had
the least use tor "old fools hover-
ing around spring flowers" mea
with thinned locks, thick waist
lines and shortened breath who
danced attendance oa pretty
young girls. a
TT was true that he was not ta
1 that class physically. He h'ad
kept remarkably lit, A man can
not wield a pick under a desert
sun without some return In hard-
ness! Still he was 35 years old
and Elinor Stafford could not be
more than 20 at the most, he de-
cided perhaps for the Sttieta
time.

He tried to visualize her aa she
had looked four years ago but the
new vision covered and dimmed
the old. He remembered sud-

denly that Elinor's mother hsd
been called at that time the moat
beautiful woman in New York and
that everyone, seeing her with
her daughter. ha wondered at
the daughter's lack ot grace, of
arresting loveliness or lsnguid,
wistful appeal.

When Brrrett reached home he
found Hirgina waiting with sev-
eral messages. Mrs. Radnor bad
telephoned and asked Mr. Barrett
to telephone her between six and
seven. A young gentleman named
Dexter had called. He had not
been willing to explain hla mis-
sion to Hlggins but hsd promised
to call another time. "Barrett's
square chin became dangerouslyset

Higglns waited. Quite obviously
he had something else to say.

"Well?" Barrett prompted a
little shortly. He hsd been put
out by Dealer's daring to call.
The matter was closed: he had
dismissed Dexter.

"Miss Ella Sexton sent yon a
note at noon, sir," Higglns said.
"I went over to tell her you were
ttone from town and she sent back
word tbrongh Craven that aha

; would like yon to read her note
aa soon ss yon returned."

(To Be Continued)

According to a bulletin. 14 per
cent of recorded earthquakes oc-

cur In two narrow, clearl defined
belts one called the Mediter
ranean, with .t per cent, and the
other the Circum-Paclfl- c with 41
per cent; the rest of the world has
only ( per cent, widely dlstribut
ed.

The jimson weed gets Its name
from a corruption of "James-
town"; the hungry Virginia folo- -

son weed greens and were lucky tr
bjtz (iii-i- r 11, ?h, since ine

plant is poisonous.

The grizzly bear Is cslled "the
k'ng of the Rockies," yet It will
step to let a skunk pass
along the trail.

A hot car was once held on a
siding at Tacoma, Wash., while a
robin hatched a nest of eggs on
the air dump.

Colds, diphtheria, measles and
scarlet fever. In the order named,are the four most common dis-
eases.
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