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CHAPTER XXIX
TONNIB turned the latter oref

In her bands before eh

opened It. Tn thick creamy
tha bold black wrltlnf apokt

to her eloo.uently ot tha writer. She
mlled ta herself, secretly, eiult-asti- r.

Daa woold explain now hta

lonf alienee. She would know and
be reassured.

She went Into tha house, halloo-

ing to her mother who was In the
dining room. Then aha aped

eager to peruse the letter In
solitude. Her heart was beating
taster. It was almost aa It Dan him-

self were la the room, waiting to
apeak to her

Dear Monnle." (he began) Tra
been busy arery minute of the
time. This Is a great country and
great people and I like It. Rode W
miles yesterday. We had a picnic
up la the hills. Tonight wa go to
one ot the dances at the next ranch.
a errbody's so hospitable. Monnle,
there'a something I want to talk to
yon about when I get back. I think
perbapa after all we'd better hold

ap oar plana a bit not go ahead
with the January Idea. There are
reasons. Til tell yon mora when I
aaa you. Let me assure you that
yew are greatly missed. Dan.

8be put the letter down on the
dressing table gently. 8ha looked
at herself la the mirror, taking oft
her hat, brushing her crest ot
bright hair away from tha sweep
ot her forehead.

Why, then," aha said ta herself
Bghtly, ta a eonrarsationsi TO Ice,
There's no point"

She broke off at the sound ot
Kay's footstep on the stairs. Quick-

ly aha kid tha letter la tha top
drawer.

Kay eaaw la. whistling softly.
Hello, didn't know 70a war

here:"
I got a early. Kayt"

"What a apT" The younger sister
stared, noting Ifonnle's brilliant
yea, tha flush aa her usually pale

Tre decided."
Decided whatt Oh. Cyoa

Moasne aedded. I'm going with

fkTOT ta ttlnk. Monnia toM bet
self, was the Men. Not erer to

he still, to allow tha biting, sting- -

tag memorise ta Intrude, Bha
laughed, aha was gay, brittle. Two
weeks in two weeks mora she and
Kiss Anatlce would be on their
way. It was not soon enough sot

early.
After a feTertsh sight kfonnlt

had written Daa a letter a
Impotent letter which aha

had later torn ap. It waa rldlca-loa-s

to behara la this way. What
did It matterr What did anything
matter! Bha told herself aha had
known from the start that things
would tall out this way. She waa
not surprised. Brents bad marched
ta their Inevitable climax. Sandra
had got her sua there waa ao
other explanation.
I It aha stopped long enough to
consider tha situation aha waa
overwhelmed with a sort ot sick
despair. She would not dwell on
what might happen it any ot the
family fell 111 while she wsa away.
Kay's salary would help to carry
them along. BUI, unusually garru-
lous tor him, had called her aside.

I'm glad you're going," he said.
Somebody In this family waa

about doe tor a break. Don't worry
about money.

What about Angler Monnle
had to ask. "Ia that r

Bill's face waa blank. "We're
coming right along," he told her
easily. "Maybe la the spring she'll
be tree."

"You you're crasy about her,
aren't your

Bill looked faintly embarrassed.
"Sure. Angle's a wonderful girl."
But Monnle thought she caught. In
hts eyes, almost a touch ot bewi-
lderment If Bill had siren hli
promlss to Angle, she reflected,
wild horses wouldn't drag It away
again. She thought C. the lines:

"The men of my own stock.
Bitter bad they may be.
But at least they feel the things

I feel,
They see the things I see."
She felt a surge of pride In her

brother. Angle allien was a lucky
girl.

Mrs. O'Dara asld one Bight
"Monnle, I'ts a little money saved
that I want you to hare, I know
Miss Anstlce Is going to pay you a
small salary aa a companion but
you'll need a few nice things. This
la a nest egg. You're to take It
and buy some pretty new clothes.-- '

She put a small roll of bills Into
tha girl's hand. Monnle, counting
them, found 1100.

la this the money Aunt Sybil
left youT"

"Tea, I want yon to hare It
1 cant Ton need things mora

than I do a winter coat"
"Monnle!" There wss a new note

In ber mother's Quiet roles. "You're
to hare it Do you heart I want
yoa to!"

e e e
nnHREB days more. Then two. At

length the last night came. In
spite of herself. In spits of all her
frantic resolutions, the girl found
she had been waiting unconscloua
ly for soma word from Dan. s

be would hear she was going
away. Re might see ths "Belvedere
News" with the account ot ber
plans. Surely someone would tell
btm, mention it casually In a let
tar. They would say, "I sea Monica
O'Dara is going abroad with Miss

would be affronted by the
lidos. He would sand her a wire.

nsd not answered bla letter, aor
had aha heard from him.

"Got ererytbtngt This from
Kay, packing and sorting the

"Wasnt It sweet ot Ger-
trude to bring those suede glovesr

"Yes." Mrs. O'Dsre sighed. "Ger-
trude's an awfully alee gtrL I'm so
fond of her."

"Mother, yoa cant choose Bill's
wlfs for him. Dont yoa know
that?" Kay said, smiling.

"Of course aha does. Hunt aha
proved ItT" Moanla gave Kay a
warning glance, "It Is too bad
about Gertrude and B1IL He ased
to tike her a lot and I know aha
still carea about him."

"So does Angle," said Kay, bent
on mischief.

"We know that" Her mother
looked ap from mending a allp ot
Monnle'a, 'Angle's a good little
thing," aald Mra. O'Dara loyally.
--

Only well It cant be helped
aowl"

"It'slthe ones with the dash that
succeed," Kay murmured. "It Ger

j trade would give that mousy hair
of hers a henna rtnss and redden
her fingernails it shs'd ase eye
shadow and lipstick she'd look a
lot better. She's not bad looking
only aha rets herself ap to look
like Jane Austsu."

"Yoa tell her that some time.
Miss Smarty." said Mark, who had
come la noiselessly and stood grin-
ning in the doorway.

"Yoa belong In bed, yoang sun
Kay told her brother loftily. "Be-
lieve I will tell her, bow that yon
mention it"

"Children, children!'
"Aw, we weren't lighting. Mums,

only Kay thinks she knows It alL
Mark put his freckled paw beside
his mother's thin one,

"We'd better all get to bed." she
told her brood. "We're got to get
up early. Monnle'a train leaves at
$:

e e e
'J'UKKB waa a sharp rata-ta-t at

the door and Mark blundered
to open It He returned In a mo-
ment bearing a square white lor-lat- a

box. Monnle'a heart gave a.
great leap. Her thought aa a ware,
waa that It might be from Dan
Daa who waa la far away W-j-

lug.
"Kid Eastaee'a chauffeur,"

(Tinned Mark, "brought ft."
Monnle, hiding her disappoin-

tment cut the green ape and lifted
from the crinkling paper a cluster
of bronze and green orchids, deli-
cate, exotic. Charles had scrawled
oa the card, "To wear ea year

day. Good hjek."
They're much toe grand tor Bel

ventre," signed Kay, enviously.
"Keep 'ens fresh till yea gee So
New York. Charles must hare wired
to get them."

Monnle did not sleep much that
alght When-tow-

ard dawn, she fell
at last Into a fitful slumber aha
waa haunted by dreams ta which
Daa Cardigan, dressed la chaps and
sheepskin, rede toward her, bearinga sheaf ot giant orchids.

She felt someone tugging at the
bed clothes and opened her eyes.
"Wake ap. lazybones." Kay waa
smiling.

Monnle came back to lite. It waa
the day ahe was to leare for New
York with Miss Anstlce. Tomorrow
they would be sailing tor England.
She had to pinch herself to see If
she were really alive,

Aa hour later. Hushed, starry
eyed, toe orchids pinned to the
brown fur collar of her new hunt-er-a

green coat she faced them all
oa the platform.

Tb, I can't leave yoa !" Her
mother patted her shoulder. "Non-
sense. Well get along all right

"All aboard!" The bell began to
toll. Miss Anstlce, nervously ex-

cited, hopped up on the platform.
She saw their faces through a blur.

"Oood-by- . good-byl- " The train
waa moving.

"That" aald Miss Anstlce a mo-
ment later, "ia the dowa train
from the city. Wonder who's oa It
Her curiosity excited, she peered
out

"Quite a crowd," murmured Miss
Anstlce. Monnle did not hear. Nor
did ahe know that the tall young
man shouldering his way along the
platform they had lust left was
Daa Cardigan.

(To Be Continued)

CHICAGO, (JP) The College
Art sssoclatlon wss told by Har-
old Stark, lecturere, that srt
bust have the stigma ot effem
inacy and "cheap Bohemlanlsm"
removed to find a useful place
In the dally Ufa of schools and
colleges.

"Art, long the 'sissy' ot the
college galaxy of gods, must be
elevated, he said.
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