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An amazing blend of paganism
and Christianity, centering its
rites around the peyote cactus,
has spread among the Indians
till it now has a firm foothold
in more than forty tribes
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Ancaber [ndan theolopan explains  care
fully: “Geod puts power in peyote. You alk

b the peyote goed eat i [t doer pet belp you
to go to beaven. |1 doss pot put goedeen ete
you. Geodoew o in you. God put 2 there,
You pray 1o God 1o be bealthy.”

Whether peyote in the guod teacker that it
Indian disciples elosm, or whether 2 sy 22 in
imtonieaed with bad the
n something the white man ke never
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l)F ILVE isto the literature oa the subject,
and you fod it seething with strong state-
mests and violent contradictions. Plenty has
been written about peyote, but it will remaing
for scientific investigations to produce enough
real facts 1o settle the arguments,

Ohjection 1o the [ndian’s use of peyote be
gan almost as won as the Spaniards landed in
Muzico and st out to convert the aborigines
to Christianity. Spanith priests ocn came up
o & ssall but vita] cult among the Axtecs,

These Autecs got relighoss intparation from
a plant they called the “Aah of God.™ They
drank its juices and drifted off into intoxication
lasting snmetimey two days, the Spanisrds re.
prorted,

In an ecatatic atate, some of the Indians
danced and wang.  Others st wolidly alone
and saw visioms which they later described 1o
the otlers. Some wera inspired to prophesy
about ware or the weather.

Horrified by these superstitious rites, the
Span'h mismionaries pronounced peyole-eating
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Not ustil abeut 1850 did the old Mexican
peyote rites beg forge theiy ;-*\-’ ehal lmk
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s Ohlahoema = 1918,
years ago, Dr. Paul Radia studied the
ncdiane of
oin and expressed the view that the cull
Now, Mr. Petnallo finds it flous
wing. Some tribes are even culti-
the senall spaneless cac the peyote,
of misicnar thers to stamp
out peyote have met with little succen.

The Office of Indian Aflaits cnce gathered
st array of opinions from its dectors and su-
penntendents ot the Indian reservatioms. A
typecal verdict, from an Oklahema agency phy-
nician, said:

“The efiect on those who attend the peyote
feasts i that of general depression followed by
idleness and laziniess.”

On the opposite side of the ledger are such
reparts as that of the French pharmacist, Alex-
ander Rouhier. He has written a 350-page
work on peyote, which arrives at the concly-
vior that the eactus is weakly poisansus, enly
when taken in large doses. He also disagrees
with those wha have called it hlhi'l-!nmmg.

M. Petrullo, from his investigations among
the Indians, believes that the harmful effects
of the peynte eactus have been siressed without
real proof that the plant was harmful.
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