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AA Talk on Deciduous Shrubs
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Timber is a crop the same as any other pro-
duct of the soil. Given a satisfactory miarket

~and the owner, as well as the state, sustains loss

if forest crops are allowed to remain on the
ground beyond the period of satisfactory growth
in material or quality.

But when large quantities of timber are
yearly removed in a state or county and valuable
timber land is converted into low value stump
land there necessarily follows a decline in asses-
sable valuesy unless by reason of immature for-
ests periodically reaching maturity the forest
acreage is kept on an even plane.
practice aims to bring about just such a desirable
condition of affairs. And it is by such practice
that reforestation of idle lands will maintain
taxable values.

In the State of Oregon the timber is yearly
removed from some 100,000 acres. Such re-
moval has very properly been going on to a
greater or less extent since the settlement of the
country. A certain amount of the land from
which timber has bYeen removed, and which has
not been used for agricultural purposes, now
bears a stand of timber which is either market-
able or approaching the time when this will be
the case. But due to haphazard methods, which
are the result of economic conditions, together
with repeated fires, a large part of our cut over
of otherwise denuded area is either not reproduc-
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ing or the crop thereon is of an age and character

which places its maturity many years in the

future. Such is the situation regarding a con-

siderable percentage of the some four million

acres of cut over land in our state most of which

will probably never be used for agricultural
purposes.

It follows therefore that even should a situa-
tion be brought about whereby all of this now
denuded forest land were given a chance to re-
forest, the orderly progress of affairs has been
so distuibed that it would be many years before
a satisfactory balance could be effected.

And in the meantime who pays the price
of reduced taxable assets. To be sure the timber
land "owner' pays his share, often a generous
one, but part of the burden must fall on every
taxpayer of the state which means every citizen,
for all share directly or indirectly in cost of
maintaining government.

But the foregoing does not mean that we
necessarily face a situation which cannot be
remedied. Time and definite action will be re--
quired to apply the cure for a trouble brought
about by political and- economic conditions.
Necessarily too, the important time element will

long or corfiparatively short in proportion as
required action is taken at this time or in the
distant future.

Who Pays The Bill

Oregon still has a vast amount of hllﬁom
amount which should supply her i

crops already started on deforested areas be-
come available.

Under wise policies and through _pl'opﬂ'
legislation the permanence of forest mdlﬂtry in
this state may be assured. ' But there is no time
to lose if this is to be accomplished without
results which we dislike to contemplate.

The way has been pointed ouit by thﬁe
have given most thought to the subject. ready
a portion of the program is under way and
further planks may be added to the platform at
an early date if the need .for this can be visua-
lized by the public county officials and by our
lawmakers.

Numerous private owners are conductmg
studies on their properties with a view to deter-
mining costs and possibilities of continuous forest
production thereby indicating willingness to
assist the program wherever there is any chance
gf doing this without too great financial sacri-

1ce.

In the izeantime it remains for our legis-
lature to give aid through strengthening our al-
ready good fire laws, providing necessary funds
for their administration, extending the program
of state acquisition of forest properties and put-
ting on the statute books sane laws governing
taxation of forest lands.
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