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built of wood, and for this building and construction
some twenty-five billion board feet of lumber is an-
nually consumed. Another six million feet of lumber
is used for crates and boxes, many of which carry
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Tl— well over sixty per cent of urban dwellings are still And so while the dependence of agriculture upon  tect thieir properties against enemies of the forest, -Il U
L

1t farm produce of one kind or another, and in addition
—y we know that wood is the principal fuel in our rural
UJ communities.

il But interest of agriculture in our forests is not
L confined to lumber requirements. In irrigated sec-
'-El tions well sustained water supply is of vital impor-
tance. Without such a supply much of this class of
i land is worthless. Forests on the watersheds of our
streams unquestionably help to maintain equitable

]1 stream flow.
In our northwestern states over fifty per cent of
=1 the industrial population finds employment in the

forests cannot be entirely measured in dollars and
cents, it must be apparent that the relationship is a
very intimate and important one.

As taxpayers, too, the farm owner is intensely
interested in having all lands kept in a productive
state, and hence capable of bearing a share of the tax
burden. By this means alone can we hope to avoid
excessive taxation of those properties which remain
in private ownership.

Our forests, too, are a decided attraction to the
tourist, and the past decade with the advent of good
roads and common use of the automobile, has seen
great increase in tourist traffic. While all lines of
business benefit through this traffic, the farmer se-
cures his full share of the additional trade thus creat-

i

and still allow unrestricted use of these areas for rec-
reational purposes. They cannot indefinitely grow
and.hold forest crops under a system which takes
over and over again the yearly crop of wood which
must be stored upon the land until it reaches usable
size. Public co-operation, and especially aid of those
most directly sinterested in keeping our forest lands
productive, must be brought to bear gn our forest
problems if they are to be solved in the best interests
of our Nation, states and communities.

The problem may be stated in a few sentences, °
but the working out of an equitable solution can only
be brought about through a thorough understanding
of the situation not only by our law makers, but those
who select them to pass upon our various problems.




