AN INDEPENDENT

“Let us have faith that right makes might, and in

that faith let us to the end dare to do our duty as we
understand it."—Abraham Lincoln.

rward to Nature

I Going F«

| Life Is Becoming M r: Complex Every Year

"

“Back {o nature” is a popular slogan in many quar-

ters. It is seldom taken seriously.

The “back to nature” peaple all end up in New York
or Chicago.

They go back to nature for two or three days and
back to the eity for life.

Man dislikes to sleep on the ground.

ile does not relish being bitten by mosquitoes and
other insects.

Clean beds appeal to him more than a bed of leaves.

Clean, well lighted, well ventilated houses seem bet-
ter to him thun dark, damp, poorly ventilated caves.

Sidewalks and paved streets meet his approval.
Wading in mud does not.

Books, newspapers, schools, libraries, art galleries,
etc., attract him. '

“All ‘'modern improvements” miake life comfortable
and saves time.

Shall we go “back to nature” or "u

What is man’s natural state?
to this,

One school of thought holds that man was always
ci\'iiized\ They hold that savagery is a degenerate state.

They maintain that there is no evidence of a time
when man was not civilized. There are many facts that

p to nature?” |

There are two answers
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appear to support this view.

. Another school holds that man has slowly evolved
‘from a lower form of animal life. They hold that eiviliza-

:| Dinner Stories ‘

tion is the crowning result of a man’'s slow progress and
adaptation. !

According to this school, man adapts himself to his ‘
environment- He is not what he was twenty thousand
yéars ago. He is adapted to the civilized life. '

Whichever view we accept, man's present natural
QEIELE I8 one ol divilization, (oummon =ids ||

To attempt to live like the animals of forest and
field would be degeneracy on either theory. |

Back to nature in this sense is not desirable. It would |
mean the destruction of man's achievements during the
last few thousand years. |

There is no reason to believe this would better man
physically and mentally.

In fact, civilization, rightly used, should improve man
in every way. That it is abused is not the fault of civ-
ilization. Man has himself to blame for this.

With the population of the world as great as it now
is, what we call civilization is absolutely essential. Back
to a primitive state would mean extinction for half the
raci.

Civilization is not perfect.
fects.

It has many glaring de-
In many respects it is top-heavy. It is too complex.

Its vices are many and increasing. Many of its best
minds are at work devising means of destruction.

Life is becoming too complex. The human constitu- |
tion is unable to endure the strain that is placed upon it.
The mind becomes bewildered- Specialism becomes
necessary. Specialism leads to a one-sided devélopment.
Specialists become puffed up.
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