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“Let us have faith that righi makes might, and
in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it"—Abraham Lincoln
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EVERY ONE TAKE NOTICE

In 1913, $203,763,550 worth of property was des-
troyed by fire. In 1923, the figure had mounted to
£535,372,782 and the estimate for 1924 places the
probable total at a new high point—3545,810,639.
This is at the rate of ten millions and a half dollars
a week which can be represented by a row of ten-
thousand dollar residences over four miles in length
set on fire and completely destroyved every seven
days,

. Because of their close contact with the fire loss
problem, the insurance companies realize more clear-
ly than does the general public, the magnitude of the
yearly waste of material wealth and human life.

As underwriters, they view with alarm the re-
sultant éver-increasing loss ratio, approaching 60 per
cent last year. Cooperation of every interest toward
conservation, with earnest coordination, constitutes
the best possible, and indeed, the only means, for
remedying a situation which is a discredit to an en-
lightened people.
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STATE FORESTRY

The state of Connecticut has taken a long step
forward toward forest planting and preservation of
existing forest wealth.

The nutmeg state, with no mountains, little hill
country and mostly stripped of its original woods,
appropriated this year $445,000 for acquiring state
forests,

That little New England state has the nerve to
select 25,000 acres of land suitable for forestry, and
aims to plant trees and redeem 200,000 acres of
woaotls.

Scientific forestry and fire protection for trees
should he made a vital issue in every state in our
country and the little New England commonwealth
1:-= setting a fine example planting raw material for
its traditional wooden nutmegs,
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SMOKELESS NATION FORECASTED
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