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Another Cham

Before they are forgotten
recognized the outstanding performance of
another Klamath Union High School group

last weekend.

We refer to the a.cappella choir, which
under the direction of Dale Halleck, turned
in an exceptional exhibition at the state rpnct-
ing of the Orcgon Educational Association.

The group's fine showing has been over-
shadowed by reams of copy written about }he
Pelican basketballers, Oregon A-1 kingpins.
But one reliable person, who saw hoth the
championship ball game and the choir per-

Harmful

United States leaders apparently debat-
ed long and used good reasoning — to a
point — in considering the use of “nnusga
gas” in action against the Viet Cong gueril-

las in Viet Nam.

The good reasoning was that, since the
lians, use of this
gas that only induces temporary illness would
effectively knock out the rehel fighter:
out dong any real harm to the civilians.
But the reasoning broke down with the
decision to keep the use of the gas secret.
It was inevitable that the operation would
become apparent. Why were the Communists
not warned ahead of time that such action
would have to be taken if the Viet Cong con-

Viet Cong hides among ci:

Brevity Is

Cuslodiaus of the national archives in
Washington, lo save filing space, have been
campaigning for years to get government
letter writers to say it simply and briefly.

That’s fine, but it will be surprising il
the campaign ever succeeds. The common
redundancies and superfluities of the lan-
guage have become too much of a habit

If the reader disbelieves, let him sit
down and write a letter. Then let him see

time we  form at Portl:

“Teacher:

bion

and reports that, in their own

right, both were wonderful.

s from everywhere in the state

and lay people attending the convention were

high in their

her partner,
Kathy Chilcof

championship

praise of the KU choir, They

thought our group was the best of all that
performed,” she said. “I can’t say too much
for outstanding singing of the entire group
and individuals like Stephanie Guderian and

Sandra Ruconich, and soloist
)

From the looks of things we had two

teams in action last weekend.

Secrecy

tinued to hide behind civilian skirts? This
would have placed the budren for the action
upon Viet Cong shoulders, and given the U.S.
a chance to make clear to the world the hu-

mane reasoning hehind the use of the gas.

ing to make

with-

peoples of Asi;

ent incumbent’

often he uses

“The answer
usual form is;

As it is, enemies of the U.S. are attempt-

capital of “U.S. gas warfare,”

without bothering to explain to illiterate

ia that the gas caused only tem-

porary sickening, and no permanent harm.

Correspondents in Viet Nam have been
protesting that there is unreasonable mili-
tary secrecy there. This “gas hombing” case
shows that often such official secrecy serves
no real purpose, and in the long run boom-
erangs, helping the enemy.

The Word

how many times he has mentioned “the pres-

" or the “varied assortments.”

How often he engages in repetition; how

phrases such as “establish a

frame of reference.”
Improvement will be obvious if a gov-
ernment bureau ever sends a letter stating:

to your inquiry is ‘No.™ A

+ “In reply to your inquiry, we
regret to inform you that our answer cannot
be in the affirmative.”

OUR READERS WRITE . ..

Letters To The Editor

Ouch!

The fluoride question again?
In Klainath Falls, where, before
moving here, I made sure fluor-
idation was' not being consid-
ered.

1 agree with a recent writer
to this ‘column, “Fluoride Is a
polson.” It Is and toxic as well.

1 am positive proof of its poi-
sonous effect. In a certain city
1 drank fluoridated water for
only two weeks. But it took
some tifne to discover what was
making me so violently ill. I
now avoid it like the plague
No one is going to make me
suffer because they think it has
worth. Its sale belongs in a
drug store and some day we will
have a law to that effect.

If Klamath Falls decides to
fluoridate the drinking water, |
can move again but this time
it will be out of this country.
Believe me, there are countrics
that do not believing in poisan-
ing their citizens

“C’mon, honey

St. Petersburg, Fla., has con-
sistently voted out fluoridation
because they believe each indi-
vidual has the right to choose
his own type of medication. No
power politics there. Portland,
Ore., has voted it out five years
straight. T could name a ot of
others.

That word “‘freedom” ap-
pears to be misunderstood by
too many. Is it any wonder we
are bordering on dictatorship?

Hazelle R. Paus,
309 North Tenth Street.

Right To Work

Section 14 (B) of the Taft-
Hartley Act, which encourages
states to pass misnamed “right
to work laws," should be re-
pealed.

The great fraud of the “right
fo work laws™ is that they do.
not entitle anyone fo a job or
employment, as the unemployed
have found to their bitter disil-
lusionment, these law  wider

BERRY'S WORLD

« « + how many times have I told you?—
don’t call me ot this number!”

mine union security an
strength, by prohibiting the un-
ion shop, the right to negotiate
this union provision should be
left to labor and management
on an equal basis without a law
that weighs the balance for the
employer.

The leaders of religious faiths
have condemned these laws,
and have declared union secu-
Tity provisions moral and right
as well as being economically
wholesome,

Thuse who are opposed {o un-
ionism, those who mouth the
time worn slogans of .the advo-
cates of the right to work laws,
almost without exception take
the position that they advocate

to pay taxes in support of his
sovernment and its  services
should be purely a matter of
choice.

The government, the church,
labor “and  management (in
many instances) have tradition.
ally” opposed the misnamed
right to work laws, enlightened
management has realized that
strong and intelligent unionism
tends to establish a reliable re-
lation between two forces, the

ous religious bodies have
been outspoken in support of un-
ions to prevent exploitation of
workers, with cqually outspok-
en condemnation of oppressive
laws such as the misnamed
“right to work"” laws.

Rollo J. Shaw,
1012 Eldorado.

BARBS

How, how, how in the world
did families ever begin, grow
and survive before today's in-
of amateur
. marriage
child-raising ad-
vice and diet-fadding?

5

Office workers are wondering
what's wrong with a newcom-
er. He's been there six months
and ‘hasn't once knocked the
boss.

FULTON LEWIS JR. . . .

Churchgoers Don't
Know: Council Acts

WASHING LU~ 1ty eigin
million churchgoers may not
realize it, but they have gone on
record urging the withdrawal of
USS. troops from South Viet

am,
Meeting in Portland, Ore.,

early in March, Jeaders of the
National Council of Churches
adopled a resolution calling for
a negotiated ‘settlement in Viet
Nam. NCC officials claim to
represent more than 30 Protcs-
tant and Eastern Orthodox
churches with a combined mem-
bership of 38 million Ameri-
cans,

# It was not the first time that
NCC officials had spoken out on
a controversial issue. In fact,
the council during the past 15
years has issued more than 50
official pronouncements on ques-
tions ranging, alphabetically,
from African aid to Vatican dip-
lomatic relations.

Council officials have oppesed
state right-to-work laws, lobbied
against the Bricker Amendment,
called for the repeal of the Mc-
Carran-Walter Immigration Act,
opposed the Connally Amend-
ment (governing U.S, relations
with the World .Court) and en-
dorsed recognition of Red Chi-

a

na.
That last position was adopted
at a “world order study con-
ference” sponsored by the NCC
in Cleveland in November, 1958.
A poll subsequently conducted
among 45,000 Protestant clergy-
men revealed that more than
90 per cent of them strongly dis-
agreed with the NCC pronounce.
ment.
Note: The chief of staff of the
Joint Congressional Committee
on Internal Revenue Taxation,
Colin_Stam, warned last year
that NCC forays into political
thickets may have jeopardized
its tax-exempt status.
Specifically, Stam said, NCC
lobbying for the 1964 Civil
Rights Act may have heen a vi-
alation of the Tnternal Revenue
Code. It was the intent of Con-
gress, Stam said, that tax-ex-
empl organizatidns not tak e
any positions on pending legis-
lation. “A strict interpretation
of the provision in applying it
to the National Council of
Churches may place its exempl-
tion in jeopardy,” according to
Stam,

A member” of the Federal
Communications ~ Commission,
Democrat Lee Loevinger, ha s
delivered a withering critique
of his colleagues. In a speech
fo_the National Association of

Broadcaslers last week, Loev-
inger assailed as “muddy and
inherently  contradictory” the
policies of FCC Chairman I
William Henry and several oth-
er members,

Henry hopes to win FCC ap-
proval of Federal regulations
that would give the government
vast control over television pro-
gramming. One propo-
sal favored by Henry would
prohibit the major networks
irom owning o controlling more
than half the shows on prime.
time T.V.

Loevinger is appalled at the
Henry proposals,

“The basic difference between
me and my colleagues,” he has
said, “is that T fetl that Te-
gardless of the authority that
Congress has given us, we
should exert our power only
when we are. persuaded {hat
government infervention will
improve a situation. T see no
evidence that the FCC's influ-
ence is likely to be a good one
in the field of programming.”

“Referring to the critics of tel-
evision programming, Loevinger
said in a recent intervie

“Those hero-types who criti-
cize the great  wasteland . of
programming — when the chips
are down, these guys don't
care what the public wants. It's
what they think is good for thie
public,

*‘Nobody makes anybody look
al the lousy programs. I just
turn the damn thing off. Free
speech means nothing if it only
encompasses the speech  of
which you appreve. The same
applies to freedom of broad-
casting.™

Loevinger, a lawyer and for-
mer member of the Minnesota
Supreme Court, is sharply criti-
cal of the commission's Lega |
attitude.

“The FCC and its stall make

elementary blunders as to mat- *

ters of law — mistakes that a
freshman faw student wouldn't
make,” he says,

Four teen-agers who fled
from' a Cuban forced labor
camp were recaptured and exe-
cuted by a firing squad recent-
ly, according to exiled leaders
in Mexico City.

Before they were shot, blaod
“donations” ‘were taken {rom
the four, who ranged from 13 to
17 in age. The four youngsters
reportedly fled the camp to es-
cape disciplinary action after
protesting against the death of
a fellow prisoner from a lack of
medical treatment.

WILLIAM S. WHITE...

ou're Sick!”

WASHINGTON (NEA)—Pres-
ident Johnson's swift response
fo the latest Alabama civil
rights killing may help him re-
gain credit lost with some Ne-
gro leaders who claim he re-
acled too slowly and inade-
quately 1o tragic events in Sel-
ma three weeks ago.

Curiously, that credit was
noi wholly restored by his
widely hailed voting rights
speech to Congress, his hard
push for a voting rights bill,
his brusque messages to Ala-
bama's Gov. George Wallace,
or even the dispatch of regular
Army troops to help guard the
march from Selma to Mont-
gamery.

Some of the President's
friends here agree he was slow
in his response to Selma.
Nevertheless, it has been stun-
ning o realize how quickly he

Vote Right Threats

WASHINGTON — the fruc
test for the bipartisan civil
rights forces in Congress is
not now and never will be
posed by the minority Deep
Southern  opposition.

The resisting Southern
and not all of them are r -
ing—will never be able to pre-
vent action. Indeed, they will
not, in their progressively
waning _strength, be capable
even of influencing the out-
come in any significant way.

The vital threal to the ulti-
mate enactment of a fair, tol-
erable and enforceable—repeat
enforceable — Negro voting
rights measure comes from oth-
er quarters,

1t comes in the Senate from
some Northern Republicans and
Democrats who wish to add to
sely compli-
cated bill—and one already of
far from certain constitutional-
ity — openly punitive federal
force measures. These would
be unwise as a matter of pub-

lic policy and unworkable on-

simple human experience. Sen
Jacob K. Javits of New York
could fairly be said to typify
his group perhaps more  pre-

ly than anyone else. His
sincerity and motives are not
in question here; his legisla-
tive wisdom is

And the danger comes in the
House of Representatives from
the even more unwise efforts
of the Republican leader, Ger-
ald Ford of Michigan, and his
associates to outlegislate the
far sounder Republican Senate
leadership headed by Sen. Ev-
erett McKinley Dirksen of 1lli-
nois,

Ford's proposals fto “im-
prove” and “toughen” the ex-
isting bipartisan bill, which is
essentially the product of
agreement  between the John.
son - Administration and Dirk-
sen, are perilously
several reasons.

ltem. They would result in a
measure which attempted to go
too far—that is, in a measure
of futility,

Item, They would, in conse-
quence, alienate a possibly de-
cisive body of nonurban Senate
Republicans who will go along
With reasonable sanctions

inept, for

against the South it

go along for a moment with
what the Ford people have in
mind. And it is the Senate, and
not the House, which is the
vital arena of decision, Nobody
doubts that the House would
and could pass almost any-
thing, given the present mood.

Item. In any event, these
Ford proposals arise from a
chamber which is not in his-
torical truth able, on its own
and without the checks and
blandly firm guidance of the
Senate, to legislate with tru
wisdom on so harsh, so pas-
sionate and so tragic an issue
as civil rights,

House mechanisms are first
rate for handling nonconstitu-
tional questions, s current
leaders, Democratic and Re-
publican, are able men. But
the absence in the Housc, be-
cause of its iron and rep
sive rules, of any ca ity
for truly searching debate on a
high philosophical level is an
undeniable  shortcoming,

Item. Moreover, the House
Republicans are moving on
what is bound to be scen, re-

their_opposition.

adless o pure their me-
tives may be, as a pretty par-
n line, There is a suspi-
on that they are playing a
game, against the approach of
next year’s Congressional elec-
tions, in their open purpose ta
reclaim urban voter support for
the Republican party, It is an
aim entirely legitimate in it-
self. But this is not the place
to try to implement it,
For, naive as it may seem,
there are certain national is-
sues which cannot be treated
in Congress as mere party is-
sues without great damage to
the purpose of producing work:
able legislation. In the most
rescise way, this is just such
an _issue.,
The bottom reality is that the
ministration - Dirksen bill is
cntirely “tough” enough as it
stands, if not, indeed, too
tough altogether. The indicat-
ed course for the civil rights
forces, therefore, is to settle
thankfully for what they have
already ‘got. A persistent un-
willingness 0 quit while they
are abead will help nobody but

PHIL NEWSOM...

could be deserted by leaders
of a minority whose voters
gave him 90 fo 95 per cent of
their support in the 1964 elec.
tion,

The old suspicions of the
President as a southerner
bounded to the surface almost
as if they had never been sub-
merged, One Negro leader told
a Johnson man:, “Here we go,
back to 1960.”

The President is not com-
forted by this [resh evidence
on a point endlessly stressed
in last year's campaign, that
voter “attachment to him is
wide but quite thin,

From his viewpoint, it is
ironic that this thinness should
be newly unde
time when, whatever may be
said about his speed of action,
he has moved not only decisive-
Iy but with a kind of lunging,
hell - for - leather bravado.

The Negro leaders’ stubborn
disenchantment is a_reminder,
too, that he cannol wait foo
long before doing something
about a similar thinness which
evidently continues to endanger
his political position in many
places acrosg the country

‘ITusted associates who g ot
around and sampled the atmo-
sphere told Johnson last fall
that he personally had almost
nothing positive going for him
in state after state.

Says one who made the tour:

“We got by with it in 1964
because so many people didn't
like Barry Goldwater, But 1963
could be very different,

“From LBJ's point of view,
the Democratic party mechan-
ically and organizationally is
not in good shape.”

hough 1968 is far away, sea-
soned hands like this man do
not believe time can be wast-
ed. Lyndon Johnson's political
image needs all the nutritional
aids he and his party can de-
vise.

The current Democratic Na-
tional Commitiee propaganda
effort, pumping out ‘“good
news” of the Johnson adminis-
tration daily to some 300 inter-
ested radio stations in 50 states,
is a sturdy bid for some for-
ward motion.

In some ways it is the most
ambitious  day-in-day-out pro-
motional endea t

,he i

LBJ Image Tarnished

Rooseveltian days of the famed
Charlie’ Michelson, whose real
talent was for knocking the Re-
publicans,

Signs exist in Johnson circles,
nonetheless, that the political
peril which may lurk in some
places for the President is not
widely sensed. The notion obe
tains that if he can just avoid
major mistakes he could be
well nigh unassailable in 1968.

A thoughtful young Demo-
cratic lawyer dares to suggest,
though, that when the aitach:
ment to a man is thinly based,
a series of little things — afe
fronls, slights, delays, mis
calculations — may serve to
feed the discontents of many
weakly held voling groups. It
they should peel off one by
one, the cumulative effect
could be as devastating as if
the object of their shaky at-
tachment had commitbed great
error.

Unless he can find new, per-
haps ingenious ways of
strengthening his bonds with
many voters, President John-
son may have to try treading a
course o full of small boohy-
traps as o defy safe travel.

Almanac

By United Press Infernational

Today is Friday, April 2, the
92nd day of 1965 with 273 to fol-
Tow.

The moon is approaching its
first quarter.

The morning star is Mars.

The evening stars are Mars,
Jupiter and Mercury.

Hans Christian Andersen, the
Danish writer of fairy tales,
was born on this day in 1805.

On this day in history:

In 1792, Congress authorized
a mint of the United States to
coin money.

In 1840, Emile Zola, the
French writer and essayist, was
born.

In 1865, President Jefferson
Davis and most of his Confed-
erate cabinet fled from Rich-
mond, Va., after Gen. Robert
E. Lee abandoned Richmond
and Petersburg

In 1917, President Woodrow
Wilson asked Congress to de-
clare war on Germa

Guatemala Enjoying Boom

Almost unnoticed by the out-
side world. the smail central
American republic of Guate-
mala has for the last two years
been enjoying an unprecedented
economic boom.

Part of the credit is given the
interim government ‘headed by
Col. Enrique Peralta Azurdia.
Colonel Peralta. a former de-
fense minister, led a bloodless
revolt which in March, 1963
overthrew the government of
Miguel Ydigoras Fuentes.

Much of the credit also i
given to  another  little-
publicized force which is called
the Central American Common
Market composed of the five
central  American republics,
Costa Rie: Salvador. Guate-
mala, Honduras and Nicaragua.

This, in much the same man:

ner as its better known coun-
terpart, the European Common
Market, seeks to abolish tariffs
among the five and to coordi-
nate efforts to develop agricul-
ture and industry.

Labels Note Progress

In Guatemala its progress
may be noted in well-stocked
super markets whica  stock
canned and packaged goods
labelled *“‘made in Central
America.”

As in most other Latin Amer-
ican nations, agricullure- has
not kept pace with developing
industry. But in Guatemala, for
instance, efforts are being
made to get away from a cof-
fee economy. In 1963, coffee ac-
counted for 55 per cent of total
exports as opposed to 62.5 per
cent in 1962.

And within the Central Ameri-
can Common Markel, Guate-
mala from mid-1963 to mid-1964
sold the equivalent of §24 mil-
lion while importing just over
$14 million. In 1950, exports to
Central American nations to-
taled just over $500,000 and im-
ports something less than $2
million.

Since 1950 Guatemala has
been of special interest 4" the
United States and a capsule of
problems common ta most
Latin American Jands.

Many have the problem of a
one-product economy, whether
it be coffee, tin or copper.

Communists Infiltrate

In Guatemala's mountains,
Communist - supported gueril-
las seek the overthrow of the

government and finance them- _

selves {rom the proceeds of
robbery and kidnaping

And to the United States it
has presented a problem also
encountered in other Latin
American nations - whether to
insist upon the development of
democratic institutions or to
settle temporarily for a stabil-
ity brought about by a military
coup at the expense of demo-
cralic processes.

By the latter route Col. Per-
alta came to power. The Unit-
ed States recognized him on the
basis of tentative promises that
national elections would be held
in 1965.

A constituent assembly now
is working on a new
tion for Guatemala and
Peralta says general elections
may be held this year.
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