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For 37 years, most everyone|with the huge Upper Klamath
_Everyone awoke to the value|had talked ahout the weather,|Lake, a shallow but far flung|
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SOURCE OF WATER SUPPLY — This view of the southern end of Upper
Klamath Lake shows the main facets of tho irrigating process that pro-

for much of the Klamath Basin agricultural area. (1] shows
anal which moves water from the beginning of Link River
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was the principal economy of|the residents of Linkville (later

into the irrigation ditch. (2) is the location of the beginning of the long
tunnel that carries about 7,000 fect to (3) where it emerges at O
Avenue and Eleventh Street. (4] shows the requlating dam on Link
River and (5) is Lake Ewauna at the far

You can water ski for more| Klamafh County is equal- in!
an 40 miles in a ‘straight line|size. o the states of Connecti-|Klamath netted gem potatoes|
‘on Upper Klamath Lake, “Ore-|cut and Rhode Island combined,|—none finer in the world—are
gon’s largest body of fresh wa-|with the District ‘of Columbia|shipped annually from the

: thrown in for good m

Whatever you need in

PHOTOGRAPHIC |

EQUIPMENT
Leo's Camera Shop Has If!

For the amateur or the profsssional, Leo’s
hes the camera, the projector, the lens, and
all the accessories . .
10 insure freshness. Nationally known brands,
casy terms and trades make Leo’s the cam-
era headquarters for the Klomath Basin:

PLUS o

easure.

More, than 10,000 carloads of|

Klamath Basin.

Bill Griffith

. plus refrigerated film

Virginia
Longhafer

Klamath's Most EXP‘ERIENCEB Camera People

CAMERA
SHOP

L0’S

‘836 MAIN

The most complete selection of tape
d bt d fns

ies an
tapes in the Klamath Basin,

® AMPEX @ SONY ® OLYMPUS
RECORDERS

Commercial Dark Room
We maintain the only commercial dark room
in Klamath Falls .

service, any size print. See us about all your
tinishing problems. .

- . top quality work, fast

PH. 2-3331
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to become Klamath Falls.)
In 1878, residents of the town
of Linkville, then run by its
founder George ‘Nurse, decided
to incorporate into the Linkville
Water Ditch Company.

First Irrigation
They ran a ditch out of Link
River which ran across portions
of the town, running along a por-
tion of the area now occupied
by Pine Street. Main purpose
was to provide water. to the
town dwellers for their 1awns|
and gardens.
In 1882, the Van Brimmer|
brothers took a giant step when|
they constructed a canal off the.
Klamath River which was to ir-
rigate about 4,000 acres of land
lying between the Lower Klam-|
ath Lake and Tulelake. Con-
struction began on this project
in 1882 and was finished in 1886.
Meantime, William Steele had

¥ lenlarged the Ankeny-Henley ca-
. |nal known as the Linkville Ca-

nal or Ankeny Canal, and ex-
tended it about 15 miles out into
the agricultural portion of the

This was in 1884, at about the
time that the first newspaper
was being .set up by - Joseph
Bowdoin, the Klamath Star.

By now, George Nurse, town
founder, had sold-out his inter-
csts. and migrafed to Yreka
where he was to spend his last
days.

This ditch was to be enlarged

it watered about 4,000 acres.
While the Van Brimmer Canal
was being completed in 1886, J.
Frank Adams and neighbors
|completed a small canal from
Lost River to Adams Point, a

ter for this ditch came from

Brimmer ditch. This company
was incorporated as the Little
Klamath Ditch Company.
Very Dry Winter

The following year, 1887,
proved to be an unusually dry
winter and spring found water
levels at new lows. Operators of
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distance of about six miles. Wa-|

this ditch had to cut through

channel 22 feet wide and 3%
miles long was constructed.
Eventually the Adams Canal
reached 22 miles in length and
irrigated 10,000 acres.

The year 1887 saw another ir-
rigation scheme launched by

from time to time. Eventually|Charles and Rufus Moore.

They constructed a sawmill
on the west side of Link River
near the head of the rapids.
Now they constructed a ditch fo
furnish power for the sawmill
and also to float logs from Up-
per Klamath Lake fo the mill.
Later, this venture was broad-

White Lake through the Varf|ened to irrigate some land and

to provide power o operate a
flour mill.

By 1887, then, at least four dif-|
ferent canal systems were in op-
eration in the Klamath' Basin,|
irrigating in all between 15,000
and 18,000 acres.

Turned To Railroads

The Basin, now assured of ad-

equate water, turned its atten-

B

Irrigation Changed Future Of K lamath Country

er Klamath and White Lake to|other improvements: *
reach' Lower Klamath, A new|

1t wasn't until the turn of the

|century that irrigation ‘became

a vivid prospect not for just cer-
tain areas but-for almost all ir-
rigable areas of the Basin.

Records show that the federal
government’s first interest in
the possibilities of irrigating the
entire Klamath Basin came in
1903.

John T. Whistler, engineer of
the Oregon district of the-U.S:
Bureau of Reclamation arrived
in the Klamath Falls area on
Oct. 12,1903 Quietly he trav-
eled around the Basin area on
horseback, checking on the: irri-
gation possibilities.

He investigated the discharge
of Link River, the possibility
of using Upper Klamath Lake
as a reservoir. He also made
trips to Clear Lake, Tule Lake,
Langell and Poe valleys.

In his recommendations to
the Bureau, Whistler-suggested

(Continued on_Page 3-D)

HERALD AND NEWS, Klamath Falls, Ore,

Friday, February 26, 1965

i‘va]ley,
a commer

tion-wide carrier,

growing Klamath

ED Freightways connects the ever-

rest of the country. You can al-
ways depend on CONSOLIDATED!

cial link

to the rest of the nation

that's CONSOLIDATED Freightways. As a na-

CONSOLIDAT-

Basin with the

CONSOLIDATED FREIGHTWAYS

IT TOOK ALL KINDS

OF PEOPLE

... To make SHAKEY'S a success . . . people like
YOU — People who like to relax and enjoy the
warm, cheerful atmosphere at Shakey's . .. Piza
lovers from every walk of life and (bless 'em all —
they brought money) — with one thing in common
they are all "Shakey's Friends."

. PHONE 882-6222

PIZZA

SHAREY'S

ARLOR Cro
16 HISE

2725 S. 6th Next Tower Théatre

JOHN coX
Mar.

T

CONSOLIDATED’S

FOR LONG OR SHORT HAULS!

645 BI"Odd Street

to Move Goods and Materials To and
From the Klamath Basin.

Big Rigs Stand Ready

i

o e s ot Rl o (s b

- AN O




