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Histories Recounted Of Klamath A

By LOUELLYN KELLY
Since time immemorial, man|

place and then another, always
finding new lands to E‘(plﬂre
The “Great Klamath Country
is not an exception, for man|
first came here, according to
Hudson Bay Company Journals,
in 1826 in a Hudson Bay Com-
pany exploration looking for|
beaver.

Slowly, the explorers became
seftlers bringing with them their
religion and some amount of
their own form of culture. Here|
then are a*few of the stories of|
the religions and the churches
that developed, in brief, in this|
territory. “Many_detailed, facts
have' been left. out in order tol
record ‘@s concise a history as|
possible of our many churches,!
from information - that = was|
made available from the minis-
ters of the churches and from
{he Klamath County Museum.

Lakeside Church
of the Nazarene
Acosta and Quarry Streets
The Lakeside Church of the
Nazarene is one of the newer|
churches in Klamath Falls hav-|
ing been'organized in 195¢ with|
41 members.
The church was built in 1956|
by volunteer labor fmm the,

In January of 1949 the church)
burned with a new one built in
1950 located on Front and Mon-|
roe streets. The members of the|
congregation are particularly
proud of their new church since
it was built when they had no
pastor, and it signifies to them
thorough group cooperation. The
current minister at the Merrill
Community Presbyterian
Church is Rev. R. L. Kortkamp,
who has been there almost a
year,

Trinity Lutheran Church
Tulelake, Calif.
Attempls to establish a Luth-
eran Church were made in Tu-
lelake as early as 1937, with
nothing definite happening. In
1952 the three established Luth-
eran churches of Klamath Falls
held a meeting in Tulelake in
an effort to establish a church.
From this meeting came the
name for the proposed congre-
a llnn and church, Trinity Luth-

era
Analher meeting was held in
1960 and finally in 1961, the
Board of American Missions
presented two proposals to the
small group, providing §3,000
for a period of two years and
calling Rev. Robert G. Hovland
as pastor. for two years. Both
proposals were enthusiastically
ccepted. In 1961

an e Fir
Nazarene Church, hich helped
the little church get ‘its start,

€ current minister, Rev.
W. R. Trusty, first came here
inr 1958 2s the supply pastor and|
stayed until 1959, returning in|
1962.

Community
Presbyterian Church
% Tulelake, Calif.
Although the Commurity
Presbyterian Church had its be-
ginnings in 1929, it was not of-
ficially a church organization|
until June 10, 1935, From the
year 1929 until 1937 Tulelake
shared its ministers with Mer-
rill and later
The first full-time minister
was Rev. Hugh Bronson, who
left in 1939 for the Klamath
Falls Peace Memorial Presby-
terian Church and returned in
13442, staying this time until]
1949,

The present church property|

Jewell,. who was the minister
at Merrill, and given to the|
congregation as. a gift. The

church building was begun in|liciti

1931 and dedicated in mid-1932|
with an annex built in 1933 and
a sanctuary added in 1949,

The_present minister of the
Community Presbyterian Church
is Rev. Wayne Wattman -who
has been pastor since. 1938,

Lorella’ Full Gaspel Church
Langell Valley ~

The Lorella Full' Gospel
Church was. begun in the ‘sum-
mer of 1927 by residents of Lan-
gell Valley and was organized
by Cash Wood, an evangelist.
Mrs. Belle Kidwell was the first
resident pastor.

Tn-September, 1935, William|
J. Hagerman was accepted as|
the pasfor and built the church|
on an acre of ground donated
by Tex Evatt.- Additions have
been made over the years of
Sunday ‘school rooms and a fur-
nace installation.

In 1980 a church renovating
program  was undertaken o)
paint, redecorate, landscape and
improve  parking facilities.
Since the church was founded
in 1927, it has been in continu-|
ous operation and has' main|
tained a resident pastor sup-
ported by 'members of the
church.

Merrill Community
Presbyterian Church

The first church was estab-
lished and built in 1904 under|
the guidance of Rev. Robert|
Tweed and was dedicated in the
fall of 1906 with. Rev. Ferguson
as the first minister. Prior to)
the building of this church, serv-|
ices were held in the school and

Reverend Hovland arrived and
began laying the foundations for
the church. In August of 1963,
the present pastor, Rev. Walter
Holtan was installed.

Since 1961, the Trinity Luth-
eran h made great strides,
first with the purchase of three
lots and then with the ground
breaking for the new church in
1964. The completion date is ex-
pected to be this spring with the
tentative dedication date set for
May 2, The Trinity Lutheran is
a part of the American Luth-
eran Church conference.

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church|
Langell V;
St. Barnabas Episcopal was
begun in 1929 with the help of
Rev. J. Henry Thomas, rector
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Klamath Falls, Each Sun-
day’s service was held in the|
Community Hall until 1931 when |

Building of the church was
made possible by _volunteer

ishes fo help the Western Mi
sions.

Today, Rev. Robert Greene of
St. Paul's visits the congrega-|.
tion every third Sunday for the
administering of Holy Commun-
jon. For ten years William D.
Milne has been the lay vicar un-
der the-direction of the Rt. Rev.

Lane W. Barton, bishop of the
Missionary District of Eastern
Oregon.

Klamath Temple
1007 Pine Sireet
Klamalh Temple was begun
n the summier of 1925 under the
Icaaenmp of Mrs. Belle Kid-
well and Dr. B. C. Miller of
Ashland: ‘The first church was
built in the winter of 1925-26, it
was a mere wooden structure|
but was considered much bet-
ter than the tents the congre-
gation had been using.
In 1930 construction was be-
un on a permanent church
building, but tragedy hit-on Aug.
13, 1933, burning the incomplet-
ed edifice to the ground. Once
more the congregation returned
to the sawdust floored tent for
its meef
In Decemh!r 1934, a new and
modern structure was complet-|;
ed and dedicated.
changes in the form of annexes,
Jandscaping, and exterior red:c-
orating have been made ovel
the years, but the basic struc-
ture has remained.
Miracle Temple
Miracle Temple, 3141 Mary-
land, was organized Feb. 15,
1959, and is termed by its min-
isters, Brother and Slster Ben

in the opera house.

TAKE YOUR FAMILY
TO CHURCH THIS WEEK

;(in 1941 with the new church

the new church was consecrat-
vas  obtained in 1931, by Rev.|ed. |

Small

Peterson, to be non-denomina-
tional, embracing all faiths,
and integrational, being led in
doctrine by the Bible. They feel
that belief in the *whole Bi-
ble” will nurture a-“whole
man.”

The worship services are sim-
ple and direct with participa-
tion from the congregation, cre-
aling a_warmer relationship, ¢
with God.

Bible Baptist

Affiliate With Conservative

Baptist Fellowship
The Bible Baptist Church, as
such, began in 1936 under the
lesdershlp of Dr. C. B. Cassel
to serve the South Suburban
area of Klamath Falls.
From humbly begun prayer
meetings the church progressed,
as Dr. Cassel said, “‘we are ad-
vancing on our knees,” to its
present day site on South Sixth
Street under the leadership of
the pastor, Rev. Freeman
Schmitt.

Seventh—dﬂy Advenllst Church
5 Main Street
The lccal Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church was organized
by Mrs. May Ankeny and Mr.
and Mrs. Guy-Tatman and built
in 1930 on Ninth Street. The
present church school was built

building constructed in 1951.

The Salvation Army
The Salvation Army in Klam-
ath Falls began work on Sept
7, 1921. In the ensuing 44
the local corps has had 29 com-
manding officers and 11 assist-
ant officers, starting with Lt.
Herbert Vaughn in 1921. The
current corps officer is Capt.
Dale E. Jnhnsnn

1899 that a church was organ-
ized and the First Methodist
Church building was acquired.
During 1905 the ciurch 8ok
steps to purchase the lots on
the corner of Tenth and High
Streets for the sum of $1000.
From 1906 to 1907 the Metho-|
dlsls worshipped in a tent stand-
on their new site while
l\|elr new church was being
erected, It was finished in 1907.
In 1826, the frame church was|
torn down and the current|
building was started. Until the
church was finished, church
services were held in the base-|
ment of the City lerary and
in Fremont School.

The church was originally
called the Methodist Society,
then Grace Methodist Episco-|
pal Church and later Finst|
Methodist Episcopal.  Finally
the name was changed to the
First Methodist Church of
Klamath Falls. The current
minister of the church is Rev.
Ralph Richardson,

Peace Memorial
Presbyterian Church

4431 South Sixth
Peace Memorial Presbyteri-
an Church began as a Sunday
School group under the guid-
ance of the First Presbyterian
Church in 1926, and was reor-
ganized in 1937,
Shortly after the reorgamza-

South Sixth and in 1942
S |manse was completed. The fol-
lowing year, the organization| ™
purchased an Arrny

nrganlzatmn ce!ebrales its 100
years of service to humanity
With local celebrations planned
to mark the observance.

From the local corps’ modest
beginnings, it now offers Klam-
ath County a social welfare pro-

present Sanctuary and the bar-
acks to the first Christian Edu-
cation unit. When World War 11
ended, the name of Peace Me-|
morial was adopted fo commen-
rate the peace and was offi-

tion, property was acquired on|
thef

" church

¢ Christian Church
nth and Pine Streets . |
Several residents of Klams(l!
c|Falls, who were members of
the Christian Church (Disciples|
of Christ) in other areas, met|
to form a local organization jn
the spring of 1909. A charter|
pledge was framed with .27
members signing, officially es-
tablishing the First Christian
Church of Klamath Falls,
ings were held in the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church (First
Methodist) until the first
church structure was complet-!
ed, which was later ‘moved to
the location of the present]
church (1910), At this time,
plans for the now standing
church building were begun
and construction was done in
stages as the funds were avail-
able, The new church bm]dmg
was finally completed and de
icated in 925

sscmbly Of God
Henry Street off Alameda
The Assembly of God Church
was begun in May of 1932 when
two area Penticostal churches

congregations, The group be-
gan the building of their first
church at 746 Oak Street in|
1938 with the first services held!
there in 1940. In June, 1942, the|
Penticostal organization _affili-
ated with the Assemblies of]
God, thereby changing their
name.

In 1960 property, consistin
lof three acres, was purchased
on Henry Street just off Ala-
meda for the erection of a new
church structure. Ground-break-
ing ceremonies were heid in
March, 1963, for the $150,000]
and the construction;
was begun that August. The|
formal dedication of the As-|
sembly of God Church was held
on Sept. 6, 1964, with R'ev.|
Lloyd Fosner, church. pastor,|
and a number of out-of-town
church dignitaries
the services.

gram, organized women's activ-
ities, all-age-youth groups, a
Thrift Store and an employment
hureau plus many- other serv-
ices.

A major renovation program
s now underway at the local
headquarters to include remod-
eling of the old gymnasium and
the modernization of the front
entrance and chapel.

First Church nf Christ,

Scie
The Christian Smence Chureh

Church of Christ, Scientist, in|

“|Boston started as a Christian|

Science  Society in 1913 with
regular services begun later in|
the year,

The early meetings and th e
reading room were
four meeting places until the
building of the’present structure|
in 1927. Since a Christian Sci-|
ence Church cannot be dedicat-|
ed -until-it-isfree_of debt, the
dedication service was not held
until February of 1931, The|
Christian Science Society was
changed - to First  Church  of]
Christ, Scientist, on June 14;
1928,

5.

Tnday, the reading room is|
located at 517 Main Street and
is open to the public daily from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., except Sun-
days and holidays.

First Baptist Church
Eighth and Washington
The First Baptist Church be-
gan originally in Poe Valley as
the Mount Zion Baptist Church)
in 1884. In 1900 the church be-!

of Klamath County and was)

T|serve the town’s growing popu-
lation, The first church was

ilies withdrew membership|

Tmmanuel Baptist
The building ‘was remndeled
in 1931 with the steeple re-

later the ~education building
was added and olher ‘minor,
changes were mad

Baphst Church,
h.u:h was a mission, beeame
in 1935. Another|
mission called the Trinity|
Mission in Tulelake, started in|
1953, became independent and
formed the First Baptist
Church. of Tulelake.
‘The current plan, under stu-
dy, is the building of a new|
church to be Iucaled below the

2400 blocl
Stree! The planning of the
new building is expected to be
complete in a year with hope-
ful prospects for building in
two years, Traditional and mod-
ern architectural types are be-
ing considered with a master
plan to be used fo enable
“planned for* expansions at
later dates. according to Rev.

the First Baptist Church.

Methodist Church*
Tenth and High Streets
| Although- Methodism " had ns
\beginnings in this terril
‘early as 1971, it wasn't unn!

came the First Baptist Church!,}
moved to Klamath Falls to| ”

erected in 1905, In 1915, 10 fam-|"

and became thé’ mwleus of the 7

moved and the roof flattened, (%

o ‘hospital site, on_the. 2300/ &
ks of  Eldorado/"}

Nolan' M, Kennedy, pastor of|;

cially named in 1947 during the
corner-stone laying.

Rev. Laing Sibbet, the pres
ent pastor, and his wife, ar-
nvtd in June, 1555.

Zion Lutheran
This year marks the 41st an-
niversaryof the ‘formal organi-
zatxon of. the Zion L utheran

KLAMATH COUNTY
MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION
Rev. Lee Shafer, Shasta Way Chrl
Churen, presidanti Rev. Laing Sibb:
Pedce Mamorial -Presbylerian Church,

Vica prasident;  Rev. Malcolm Unseth,
Klamath  Luthe Church,  secretary-
treasureh. Morning business meeting s,

at the YMCA.

held fhe first Tussday of each month|
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Church in Klamath Falls. ‘Or-|
| ganization was on May 4, 1924
wnh Rev. George Hoffman as

he pastor. However, the first
letheran~IVhs<oun Synod meet-
ing was in 1983, shortly after
Linkville became Klamath
Falls.

The early-day meetings were|
conducted by Rev. F. Doering,|
a pioneer missionary, who

ad
Klamath Falls until 1907 when
Rev. Martin Rossman became'
the first resident pastor,

The first combination church-
parsonage, which is still a part|
of the church plant today, was|
erected in 1920 with a new edi-
fice constructed in 1950.

RELIEF PROJECT

WASHINGTON (UPI) — The;
acute need of shasecropper fam-
ilies: in Mississippi has caused
the Council of Churches of|
Greater Washington to urge its
members to take part in a Mis-
SlSSlppl Survival Project which|
sending food, clothing, medi-
cine and books to the Delta
arca.

A majority of rural Missis-
sippians live at subsistence lev-
el,” says the Council's message.

underline that many of|
those who used to earn $600 for|
a season's work have lost their
jobs and are ineligible for wel-
fare grants because of their|
tion effort:

ANTI-SEMITISM SURVEY

NDW YORK (UPI) — Overt|

hostile stereotypes about Jews
thave” shown a marked decline,
according o an analysis by
leading social scientists ‘spon-|
sored by the American Jewish!
Committee,

However, the study showed,
latent_and ingrained prejudice

{HERALD AND NEWS, Klamath Falls, Ore.
|

e semi - anual trips to|"

during the past 25 years and| ,

is still in evidence and could
be activated by upheavals and
crises in the American mlely
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