
A numbe of persons are still

living who had an active han
in fashioning the early day his-

tory of the Klamath Basin.

Recentl a letter from one|

such individual was turned over|

to the Herald and News by W.

Donald Harlan, 140 Lookout!

Street.

The letter was from Harlan’s

uncle, Percy Sherburne who

now resides in Phoenix, Ariz,
We have reproduced the let-

ter here:

“On June the 8th, 188 I was

i

born in a sod shant on the!

prairie near Madison, South Da.

kota. My family moved to Cali-

fornia when I was. about 3%

years old.

‘William D. Harlan, who had

learned saw-milling ‘from his|

father in Ohio, came to San

Jose, Calif., about 1900 He was

the father of Donald Harlan and

Mrs. Lucille Caley of Klamath

Falls and Raymond Harlan of

Lakeview. In 190 I married

Will’s sister, Lottie,

“When the Reclamation Proj.
ect bega in the Klamath area,

Will (as he was called then) go
interested, and in early 190 he

decided to go there and take aj

look. He persuad me to go
al jong.

“We went by SP.R.R. to

‘Thrall, and the by box car to

Pokegama, Early next morning
we took the stag for Klamath)

Falls. The road bed was frozen

and-not much wider than the

stage. The snow was about four
feet deep but&#3 the north side
where the sun could get at it,
the ruts were numerous and

time they had a contract to fur-

nish the millwork for th office
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of the recreation pattern of

women, were awaiting the a

meet the specifications. Will|

told Husso that I could do the

| but that I was there onl
on a visit. After the windows

were completed a staircase

and balustrade problem came|

up, and I did that work also.

“The next proble was a

Toa of 50 oak log cut in North-

ern California that came to the

mill, They were about six inch-

es in diameter-and five fe e

djlon and green with the bark

lon, It was a nasty sticky job
jon account of the sap but I

y| them to a five-inch dia-|

meter, They were the rollers|
that were used to move the Wi-

nema boat to the upper. lake.|

‘M work in the mill kept on go-
in until I had to quit in late|

turn to San Jos
“While I was working in the

stabla where a bugg with|

shafts also a single harness)

was Kept one of little use in|

Klamath Falls at that time, The|

lowner would give m this outfit)
4 I would buy a horse from|

him, and this I did. I pastured]
the horse in an unused dead énd|

street near the mill where

Lodg on the upper|
lake as a resort, but he was

to quit and go back
San Jose. We took our horse;

‘YJan buggy and drove up there!

Septemb and ge read to re-| in

planin mill, there was a livery Or

‘When

Klamath I bough

— Excursion trips up Uppe Klamath Lake wer.

the area around 1911 and

Winema and Klamath were operating, the Winema on the Uppe lake and Klamath
on the lower lake. However, the Klamath was later moved to Upper Klamath Lake.
This view was taken of one of the dock areas where a number of persons, mostl

rival of one of the boats.

harness to the Harriman mane

ager for a sewin machine wag-|

on and a double harness. Then|

we drove back to Klamath Falls}

land then on a two-week camp-|

ing trip to San-Jose, Calif.

“Then in 190 my wife and

a part
912. Both the steamers

would have charged When I got
back to Shippington I learned
he was a Weyerhaeuser timber’
buyer and with authority to

‘spen a million when and where
the timber was available. This

authority I had verified b a’

of the
al

went back to Klamath Falls

the way by train, the end of

the road at that time. The Long
Lake Lumber Company’s saw

mill was then in Shippingto
and Will Harlan was the saw-|

yer. I worked there for a while|

‘as an edgerma and was also]

the foreman in building the dry
kiln there.

“T bough a small lot ‘next to}

Will&# home from the Buena|

Vista. Land .Compan for $20
and built a small house t live

“There was a young man,|

Sonn (—), from Coos Bay,
e., came to Shippingto to

build boats, I got him to build)

me a 16-foot launch and I worked

‘on.it with-him. Later he built a|

Jargeboat for the Griffiths of

Eagl Ridg Tavern. I worked

for Sonny on this boat’ from}

stem to stern and I was. there

also when the Griffiths came to

get the boat, Later I did shin-

gling on the porch ‘of the tav-

n.

“While we, were working on|

this boata. man came to. us|

secking.a way to get up-to Grif-

fith&# Tavern. Sonn suggeste
that take him, I got my boat

an headed into a strong north

g

to|going by Long and Aspe lakes.
John wanted us to see. Crater

wind, The water was rough and

when we arrived we were plen-

family years later in Tacoma,
Wash.

by a man named Nosler. The;

place was called Nosler’s Cas-|

tle. Nosler had some fine steel

wire tightly stretched in his win-

lows to make music for him. I

had a little field spani hunt-

ing do and he was very goo
for retrieving ducks. Some time
Nosler must hav insulted-him,
for any time Nosler showed up.
even at a distance, the do

a quarter of beef and alway a

supply of ducks, all cleaned,

read to cook strung on

a

line

on the screened-in back porch
all frozen solid of course. Just!

before Thanksgivin day I had

some special luck. I took my]
vifle and walked on the frozen

swamp over {t the sawmill

yard. Just as I arrived a flock!
of big honker geese flew over-

head. I took close aim at the|
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there for the Husson and Can-|Lake, so he took his team and| wet. I was ready to return;

trell saw mill. The also had a}we went to Fort Klamath and|right away, but he insiste go

planin mill in town. At that|then by stage to Crater Lake.|up to the tavern with him. W
we got back to Fort|sat b the fireplac and dried|

anotherjout. He took me to lunch and

lof the U.S, Reclamation Serv-jhorse, for John wanted us to|when I was ready to leave, he

ice but they could find no onejdrive back to San Jose with] gave me a $2 gol piece which

to make the window frames tojhim, I traded the bugg and|was about four times what I

leader, then a little lead and

down he came. Will and family
with my wife and I had a bang

up Thanksgivin dinner.

“We left Shippingto in the

fall of 1910. The tenant in our

house in San Jose wanted me to

|build a house for him so we

went back, I have passe
throug Klamath Falls several

times since 191 and am alway
amazed at its growth.”would start to growl and get

read for battle if necessary.

“I also recall across the lake

where Lakeshore Drive is now,

there was only one old building
in the woods where they used to

‘|store ice cut from the lake.

‘There was.also an Indian bury-
ing groun where we went to

dig up beads and arrow heads.

“When the railroad

.

started

extending the line north of

snake Point and loaded it with

powder, The public was notified

‘when the explosio would. be

made. Will and I went up the

north side of the ridg of Ship
pingto to watch the result.

‘Whe the explosio occurred, up

went a cloud of smoke and all

‘of the point west of the tunnel

just leaned over into the lake.

Someone said, “Well, now all

they have to do is lay the ties

and spik down th rails.” Of

course, this remark was a little

farfetched, but it did look that

way from where w were watch-

ing. I must say the powde men

PAGE—10

HERALD AND NEWS,

Friday, Feb. 26 196

Klamath Falls, Oregon

Never say bourbon, say

RARE

i

°4.80
se

CODE 186-1

$3.0
rin

CODE, 186-C

sure knew their business.

“T recall in th winte we ha
“Trecall that in June, 190 in

Shippingto there were onl a

few home along the edg of
the swamp. These were owned

by Cletus Lockwood, Roscoe

Cantrell, Will Harlan and my-|

Fo a Fre Less

i Late Make
Techniq

self, and Sonn on the lake
shore, There was a boarding
[hou and some cabins for mill

workers, and then.the saw mill
and yard for lumber. If you had
been there you could have

looked north, east and south and

you would only see one more

building, and that was owned

li land.
“On my way back to San

Jose, I took: the stag to. Po-

kegama When I arrived I was

informed that the train would.
not go to ‘Thrall the next day.
So Igot up early and at
o&#39; I started out and walked,
trotted, and ran down the track
and made the main line train
south af&#39; p.m,

“Will Harlan got settled in
Klamath Falls-and came to San

Jose right after“‘the 190 big
earthquak and took his wife
and children to Klamath Falls:

“Then in early June of 190
my wife and I went to Klam-
ath Falls. We went over the Po-

Kegam route for a two-week
visit to see Will and his family.

We rented a room from Mrs,
Van Brimmer. ‘Then we went
‘out to Long Lake to see the
family. Will was the sawyer

; a te j
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