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Past ‘Bru Fire’ Stag
_

An conflict that has assumed the dimen-

Sions of the fighting in South Viet Nam re-

mains only a spark away from a majo con-

flagration. Thus far Moscow has been careful

to stress the “defensive” nature of the as-

sistance it promise North Viet Nam, while

abetting a riotous attack on. the U. S. embass
in Moscow. Red China has ‘confined itself

to threats of future retaliation against the

“imperialists,” while likewise staging “‘demon-

strations.”

The Communists may have been content

with the kind of attrition they had been

waging in Southeast Asia. But they now must

Fed U
Although the Preside is charged with

the responsibility, under the Constitution, for

the conduct of foreign affairs—subject only
‘to the advice and consent of the, Senate in

formal treaty matters—almost every admiri-

istration finds it prudent to consult certain

individuals and committees in Congres and

receive their recommendations.

In a practical sense, Congres is in a

position to wield considerable influence in

foreign affairs, if it wished to do so. Occa-

sionally, as on the occasion of the House

-- to withhold subsidies of food shipments
:“to the United Arab Republic— action since

.

Teversed—it does do so.

The House action did have the effect of

Jetting Abdul Nasser know a number of

 Americaris are becoming weary of seeing their

: tax dollars used to provide aid to a tyrant
whovholds out his hand: for all he can get
while telling the United States to-take its food

and go jumpin the lake.

In true imitation of Indonesia’s Sukarno,

--who more forcefully told ‘the U. S. it could
: take its aid and go to hades, Nasser’s. crude
: remark came on top of the burning of a costly

U. S. installation in Cairo, while goveriment

making.

have avhealthy regard for the consequences
of escalating this conflict to force a military
decision. There are few more unlikely spot
on the face of the earth for U. S. involvement

in war, but the decision is not of this country’s

By steppin up their attacks and com-

mitting arms supplie by Moscow and Peking,
the North Vietnamese will only deepen U. S.

involvement. It must be clear to the various

Communist headquarters that this country
has the determination and the power to stay
until the peopl of Southeast Asia have a

chance t live a life of their choosin

To Here

troop stood idly by
No nation has taken such abuse from so

many recipients of its aid, and so consistently.
refrained from takin more than token notice.

Check the list of more than 100. countries

now receiving military or economic assis-

tance from the. United States and dmong
them will be found dozens which—while not

U.S.

publicly thumbing their noses at the U S. in

the manner of a Nasser or a Sukarno—con-

stantly oppose in the UN, in the cold war, in

the fight against Communist aggressi in

Asia and Africa and in most other fields of

international’ relations, every move of the

Certaitil the President, does need a

virtually free rein in trying to steer a course

for the free world through perilous channels,
but his authority~in- any field, including
foreign relations, cannot be absolute. When

the dignity of the U. S. suffers because of a

weak foreign policy—as it certainly does

through continued handouts to despot who

publicly insult and ridicule this country be-

fore a very impressionabl world—Congress
has a right to curtail the President’s author-

ity in any way it can.

‘WASHINGTON-—-(NEA)--
‘There is concern in the State

De nt a Pentago over

President. Johnson propose
trip to the Soviet‘Union

av Na assuredly will come

p in the “Moscow talks. Asing in Viet Nam stand now,

Brezhnev and Kosygi will he

dealin from strength Johnson
from. weakness,

‘This is no way to assure a

free South: Viet ‘Nam

“Wh couldn& he wa until

we&# ahead in the Viet

war and had Hanoi and Mos-

cow worried about what might
happ to North Viet. Nam?”

asks one official unhappil
“I&# afraid of what will hap
pen in talks under toda cit-

cumstances, when: we&#3 not

coi 0 well agains the “Viet

so another official: “When

you ask someone to giv up

somethin that’s © goin his

BER WO

RAY CROMLEY

y LBJ& Tri To Mosco

Ine

“Letae that the Chines don interp an allionce

way, you-must-have-
to offer. If we were only on

the offensive somewhere in the

world — anywhere, But that’s

what comes from not takin
the fnitiative. The President
doesn’t have many -
ing cards in his hand,’?

The*questi bein asked be-

hind closed doors in the Penta-

gon and the State Department
is simple:

How much will President
Johnson&# strong desire to go
down in histor as: the man

who worked out a peacefu end
to the Soviet - U.S. cold war

influence what he agrees to on

Viet Nam?

Will the President, for exam:

after World War II, which. re-

sulted in a Communist  t&am

over?

These

_

officials remember
what happene to President

with th Hano belligere as a sig of weakness!’

Franklin-D- Roosevelt at ‘Yal-
ta. They’re not happy either.

about Laos, eventhough some

“of them favored the Laos solu-

tion at the time ‘‘as the onl
way out.”

These question come up be:

cause Johnson dn his advisers

have mad it clea both at the

Defense and State Department
that Johnson considers a Krem-

jin - White Housé rapproach

pe his “role” in. foreig af

“t ca be stated with authori-

1 That Johnsdn

_

believes

President John Kennedy made

a real breakthroug in U.S, re-

lations with the men in the

Kremlin.

2 He-considers his election a

people’ mandate to make

something out of that break-

through
The Pentagon and Depart

ment of State worriers know

President Johnson has a great
deal of confidence in his per-
sonal ability to negotiate with

the sharp brains in the Krem-

lin, He ha moreover, a strong
belief in his abilit to convert

others to his way of thinking.
‘These worriers feel he may

haye too much confidence
Johnson came out of the Sen

ate renowned for his shrewd

bargainin abilities in. compe-

tition with a group of very able

bargainers But the worried

diplomats and defense men

think he may underestimate

the canniness of Brezhnev,

have fought their way to the

top in a political situa much

rougher even than Johnson has

bee used to.

Almanac
B United Press International

Toda is Monday Feb. 15 the

4 da of 196 with 81 to fal

low.

‘The Moon is full.

star is Jupiter.

r this da in history:
i 1862 the first ironclad ves.2a the U.S, Navy, the “Mon-

itor,” was read for sea dut

“There Must Bea Paved Road Around

He Somew 1s

RALPH de TOLEDANO...

Silv I Cur Coins

To judg by the handouts,
charts, and statistical tables

reachin me ‘i the mail, the

bigges controversy in Wash-

ingto is over the amount. of

silver in our coins. On the one

hand, the anti - silver forces,

Tepresenting an industrial view

that “non- uses of the

metal are more important and

that Federal preemption of sil-

ver&#39;sto sends the price up
to_un-economi¢ levels, argue

that most of the world is ditch-

ing the old type of ‘coins for

more practical ones made of

cupro ~ nickel.

On the other hand a sizable

bloc, representing the vending
machine interests and the sil-

ver bloc in Congres oppose

changin the content’ of our

coins. The

.

vendi

_

machine

peopl say that it would work

an economic hardshi on mil-

lions of Americans who now

draw their daily sustenance—if

not ‘their bread—from’ coin-
erated machines.

Which side can claim the ul-

timat virtue, I do not know.

I can only repe what T-read”

and hear-- repeat it only
» because ‘it strikes me as inter-

estin My own perso feel-

in is that a nation’s coins are,

ina sense, symbolic To make

our quarters, half-dollars, and

dollars of inferior metals seems

a shame— this may be

a rather silly way to arrive at

important

-

decisions,
Most of us take coins for.

granted. But in our contempor-
ary’ society, we would probabl
be lost without them. The Na-

tional Automatic Merchandising
Association point out that 58,-

+000 times every minute Amer-

icans step up to a merchandise

vendin machine, This adds up
to an annual figure in excess

of 3 billion. Looki at-it an-

other way, buy
$3.5 billion worth of merchan-

dise from some 4. million ma-

chines every year,

This moreover, does not in-

clude coin telephones Jaundro-

mats, parking meters, juke
boxes ‘toll stations etc. With-

‘out coin. machin moreover,

‘wee-morning- purchasers
would be lost. At present they
can satisfy the need for a va-

riety of items at any time of

the day or night But coin-

vendin goes “much

°

further.

A estimated 1. million Amer-
icans get at least one meal a

day from a vendin machine

and this does not count the

additional millions who snack

up at other machines. The

juk boxes are something else

agai with 470,00 of them

grossin an-estimated $42 mil-

lion year,

The inside of a coin-vending
machine—or any gadge which

accepts coins, includin turn-

stiles—looks like a Rube Gold-

ber contraption. But it is de-

Signe to serve the very use-

ful purpos of accepti re

n onl 126 day o construc-

a 189 the battles “Maine”

was blown up in Haya har-

In 192, Singapor fell seven

day after it was invaded and

70 day after the Japanes in:

vasion of Malaya,

coins and rejecting the spuri-
ous, Slug foreig

_

money,
etc., cannot pass throug one

of the gadgets The machine
puts your. coin through two

tests. The first measures its

diameter, thickness, and sur-
face condition: The second as-

says it for electrical resistivi-

ty and density This involves
the metallic compositi of the

coin, which is put through a

magnetic field.

thang the compositio of
the nickel, the dime or the

quarter, and the coin machine
won& work. More than four
million coin - “operate units
will become obsolete. The man

who gets his lunch from any
automatic gadge will hav to

do without until the repair- men

move and re-jigger the mag-,
netic field to accommodate the’

new coins, This will brin ¢on-

siderable hardship It will take

some time before the existi
coinag has been called. in.

Meanwhile, there will be the

new coins. In converted ma-

chines, old coins would be re-

jected: In non-converted” ma-

chines, new coins would be

treated. like slugs
For a lon period, the vend-

ing machine industry — and

those who make use of .coin-

operated dispensers— be
discommoded. It would cost

millions, if hot billions, to ef-
fect a changeove

There is an. answer to this—
and former Secretary of Com-

merce Sinclair Weeks has been

pressin it on thos officials who
must make the decision to

chang or not to change Mr.
Weeks has warned that the
free world’s consumption of

ver far-- production
which leaves. both government
and industr in short supply
He also point out that coun-

try after country has been sub-

PHIL NEWSO

&quot;fur “possibl doubt

stitutin cupro- for silver,

that the United States remains
the major diehard. “An he ar-.,
gues that those who continue

to fight for ‘the present silver

content in American coins are

hardl exhibitin any logic He

says ot the ‘can convert to

the coin - vendin machinewith too much trouble.

You pays your.money — in
this case, literally. In these

day of big government, how-

ever, the decision will’ prob-
ably be made on a basis: which

ha little or nothin to-do. with
the taxpayer& wishes. If the

cupro - nickel boys win out,
those cartwheels that added so

much.to the drama of the West

FULTON LEWI JR.

LBJ- Corp

Relations Poor

WASHINGTON — Relations

between. Lyndo Johnson and

the capita press corps have

badl deteriorated. Last Thurs-

day’s hastil called news con-

fere only worsened the sit-

uatio1

In rec weeks many of the

1,300 newsmen accredited to

the White House have com-

plaine to Presidential Press

Secretary Georg Reed that

Mr. Johnson has been derelict

in his dut by refusing to hold

regularly scheduled press con-

ferences. Then on Thursday
that criticism broke into pub
lic print when the Washington
Post&# Edward Folliard, dean

of the White House correspon-

dents disclosed the reportoria
discontent.

Stun by the Folliard. criti-

cism, Mr. Johnson called a

press conference that mornin
Newsmen were give 37 min-

utes advance notice. As a re-

sult, many reporters were un-

able to get across town to the

White House in time.

And for the-147 newsmen who

did show up, the facilities were

woefully inadequat Seats were

available for onl 31 The oth-

er 11 were shoe-horned into a

tiny room, where the hot glare
of television and newsreel

lights mad the situation ludi-

erous.

Most newsmen could not see

the President, their view bein
blocked by radio and television

technicians. .The President.
made no effort to recogniz re-

porters whose question were

likely to be hostile.
Last week’s meeting was the

37th pres conference held b
LBJ since taking office. In onl
five have newsmen*been given
advance notice of more than

one

What this means is that Pres-
idential press conferences are

limited to the relatively few

correspondent permanently
stationed at the White House:
These reporters cannot risk

alienating the President by of-

ferin hostile queries The re-

sult is: what one, columnist has

termed a ‘‘coz little tete-a-tete

providi little opportu for

seriou questioning.”
The veteran corresponden

Roscoe Drummond spok for

many of his colleague last
week when. he charg that
“Mr, Johnson’is in the process

it for 32 years.”
Most reporters deplor the

frequent use of background

briefings by LBJ. The private
talks — after which reporters
can attribute nothin directly
to the Chief Executive — led

Robert Roth of the Philadel-

phi Bulletin to write:

“Some reporters have the

feeling that the President is -in-

terested onl in the use he can

make of them, that he wants

them around not as dissemina-
_

tors of information but as’ an

echo of what he considers im-

portant for the publi to know.

‘The feel that Mr. Johnson

controls the flow of information

quit efféctively.”
Many (reporter have been

critical of the President&#3 thin

skin. ‘Wrote the New York Her-

ald - ‘Tribu Dougla Kiker

ist ye “When the few sto-

ries critic of his Administra

tion have appeared he has

made gre efforts to learn of

their origin and hag acted

quickly to counter them.”

The President has complaine
to the New York Times and

the Washingto Star about sto-

ties he has found “offensive.”

A wire service was called ‘down
about a. story on Panama.

White House emissaries sought
to suppress the news about

Walter Jenkins’ arrest. Presi-

dential aides killed a story in

a local daily suggestin the
Chief Executive “was.leer of

televised debate durin the
196 campaign

Influential Senators have in-

dicated they will figh any
efforts by the Administration

to repeal Section 14 of the

Taft - Hartle Act, which per-
mits spact of state right-
to-work

.

law:

Florida’s Ge Smather
chairman of the Senate Demo-

cratic Conference, has told the
President. that he cannot go

alon with any repeal attempt.
Minority Leader Everett

Dirksen, a freque ally of the:
Chief Executive, has said that
this is one area where he can-

not help Repea of 14B he

says, would “sap th vitality”?
of the ‘entire federal-state sys-
tem,

On the House side Democrat-
ic Whi Hale Bogg has re-

fused to commit himself to re-

pea He talks, in fact about

~

cof

destroyin the Presidential stiffenin labor Jaw to prevent b
‘will fade “in hist lik th f Washing- i

=
vBis Hi ee pesomiee a Wane cing srs mbar” an

. Tar wiWILLI S WHI
.
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WASHINGTON— it

unfashionable to ‘allow the
smallest cheerfulness to break

throug in this matter, the bal-

ance sheet of the war in South
Viet Nam is in fact muc more

Teassurin than it was

.

say,
a week ago.

Whil a grinni optimis
woul be absurd, it is all the

Same true that-the positio is
not nearly so bleakly hopeles
as many peopl seem positively
determined: to think. The firm
bu prudentl limited air strikes

put in at President Johnson’ di.

rection against Communist nests
in North Viet Nam have enorm-

“ousl cleared the air.

The have established beyon
that

Johnson has no. intention what-

ever of having this nation cut

Dien Bie Ph Leader

Directs Rebel Polic
In the earl morning moon-

light of May 7 1954 Vietnam:
ese rebels outnumberin their
French foes by five-to-one be-

gan their final assault on the

‘mountain + rimmed fortress of
Dien Bien. Phu.

When Dien Bien Phu fell
after 22 hours of: human. wave

assault, it marked the end of

89 day of sieg and the end
of French power in Indochina.

In seven and a half years
the French had lost an esti-

Thated 100,00 men an spent
$5 billion. In addition, the Unit:
ed States had contributed $

billion.
‘The author: of the rebel stra-

tegy was a than named Vo

Nguye Giap of whom few

Americans ever have heard
and couldn& “remember

—

his

name if the had.

Gia Directs Future
But upon Vo Nguyen Giap

may depen the future of the

struggle in Viet Nam_ today
whether the war is to be ex-

tended or whether there is to

be a cease-fire and then a

negotiated settlement.
He also provide an import-

ant historical link between Dien
Bien Phu and today.

It was he who directed’ the

strategy against the French

and who today as Com-
munist North Viet Nam’s de-

fense minister, directs the at-

tack against the Americans in
South Viet Nam. He also has
an importan political voice in

the Communist drive to destro

i
i

avera of South Viet

p

”

Discuss Strategy
In the war agains France,

Gia played heavily upon the

weariness of the French peopl
at home with the lon an ex-

‘pensive Indochinese war. He

also sough victory before the

United States could intervene.

Militarily, Gia has written

that “war of liberation” such

as resulted “in the Communist.

take-over. of mainland China

and now bein fought in South

Viet Nam: progress naturally
from scattered guerrilla action

to attack by organize military.
units.

Events in South Viet Nam in-

dicate h now believes the sec-

ond phas - been reached.

“and run from Viet Nam and
equally no intention whatever
of authorizi melodramatic
and excessive military adven-
tures: simply o of anger or

frustration.

On of the great problem in
this whole affair has Jon been

that of convincin the Chinese
Communists tthat the United
States simply doe not propose
to allow them to overrun South-

east Asia and will — if: at

length it must — fight for the

integrity of those’ area that

really want to remain free.

‘Thoug the President means

precisel this and alway has
meant precis this, the ene-

my in the pas has been given
many invitation to suspect
that mayb he reall doesn&#

Americans who shri from the
whole bi id in some cas-

es shrink also from any use of
honest power in” any circum-

stance whatever — have over.

and over speculated groundless-
ly but damagingly that per-
hap the President really wou
jook with favor on’ some “‘nego
tiated” settlement, no matter

all he has said to the contrary.
What is meant here, of

course, is that the President

might accep a negotiate sit-

uation even while the Commu-

nists go on with their maraud-

in attacks. Nobody of course,

supposes that any and all ne-

gotiations are forever under the

an; what is under the ban is

negotiatio as a euphemis
for appeasement.

Those who have promoted
these wishful notions have tak-

en a frightfu responsibilit be-

fore history. in twisting the pur
poses of their own country in

BARBS

You ‘think life isn’t nutty?
A New York tavern customer

thwarted an attempted robber
by drawing his own gun an fir-

ing at the stickup man. When
the cops came the crook had
the “hero” arrested on his

charge of felonious assault,

Noted British psychiatrist
says that peopl can b brain-
washe to. believe anything
Sense or nonsense, Now h tells

us!

“orde t meet_th privat de-
sires. They have undoubted
emboldened the Communists to.
ward the one error most like-
ly to produce a majo war—

|tha is, a fatal underestimation
of th strength and determi-
nation of the Unit States

This sleepin peril— well-
intentioned quasi-pacifists and
their like might lead the
nese to suppose that the Pre:
dent had been talkin through
his hat — can surely exist no

longer. While dissent i indis-
pensabl in a free societ mis-

representations on mortal is-
‘sues are n part of fair debate

From this moment’ onward,
anybody still has the unde
able right to proclaim himself
in favor of negotiati with the
aggressors, in spit of th f

that every previous negotiati
has led--only- more Commu-
nist aggression. But nobo can

justly “or honorabl

|

whispe
any more that the United States
Government is hospita to

maki any deal with the Com-
munists, unless first the quit

assa their neighbor
In these weeks of dee win-

ter we are living throug a
time of somber and fateful
decisions in the East, The Chi-
nese Communists have clearly
decided to challeng us, at
least in every way short of ma-

Jo H a Russian too are
in fact bein challenge
the ‘Chines for ule a
world communism. An so the
Russia walk a hig and swa

in wire between ‘thei dem
Bogi need to proclaim “soli-
darity” with their not-so-Communi brothers the North
Vietnamese, and their far
deepe seuen not-to see

China become unbeara
strongrin Southeast Asia,

No more subtle and delicate
~ Military. - diplomati compl

ever face this countr It is

a roping one’s way ‘throu
dark room full of sitahi explosiv The walk is

necess in national honor
and in the most element in-
terests of the free world, But
precise becaus it is so in-
finitel Tisk a Wal every
tan bearin ahy kind o public

responsibilit owes a terrible
‘dut to spe and act her onlwith care and restraint,

«


