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Relations Poor
Past ‘Brush Fire' Stage

WASHINGTON — Relations it for 32 years.”
between Lyndon Johnson and Most reporters deplore th e
the capital press corps have  frequent use of background
badly deteriorated. Last Thurs-  briefings by LBJ. The private
day’s hastily called news con- talks — after which reporters
Iermce only worsened the sit-  can attribute nothing directly
uatior to the Chief Executive — led

i ; / 2 In recent weeks, many of the  Robert Roth of the Philadel- I
9 Any confl}c! t}qat t}as assumed the dimen-  have a-healthy regard for the consequences 1300 newsmen accredited to  phia Bulletin to write:
sions of the fighting in South Viet Nam re-  of escalating this conflict to force a military the White House have com- “Some Tteporters have the NE
mains only a spark away from a major con-  decision. There are few more unlikely spots plained to Presidential Press fecling that the President Is in- basel
flagration. Thus far Moscow has been careful  on the face of the earth for U. S. involvement R S St he
1o stress the “delensiie” vish ¢ th 5 SRy ; Mr. Johnson has been derelict ~ make of them, that he wants at it
0 ss the “defensive” nature o e as-  inwar, but the decision is not of this country’s in his duty by refusing to hold  them around not as dissemina- Fe
sistance it promises North Viet Nam, while  making. regularly scheduled press Sé:un— tors of information bll:jt as an Mag;
abetting a riotous attack on the U. S. embassy By stepping up their attacks and com- fereacen: Then, 'on Thursday, . echio of what he.comsiders Jm- He
P . ¢ R % b that criticism broke into pub-  portant for the public to know.
in Moscow. Red China h§s Aconfme_d itself  mitting arms supplied byAMuscow and Peking, lic print when the Washington  They feel that Mr. Johnson ;f:l‘lm
to threats of future retaliation against the  the North Vietnamese will only deepen U. S. Post's Edward Folliard, dean  controls the flow of information in 2
“imperialists,” while likewise staging “demon-  involvement. It must be clear to the various of the: White House, correspion, - qulle jitfetively. ; ﬂf!"!
strations.” Communist headquarters that this country ddgntS,'dl.zclused the reportorial nMa\niz ;elpr:)rte;s ]:lavi bﬁ:n satio
The Communists may have been content ~ has the determinatis "Stang, b i ith S AWrote the Now Yot Her- i
: ; 1ay e determination and the power to stay Stung_by the Folliard criti-  skin.-Wrote the New York Her- Yank
with the kind of attrition they had been - until the people of Southeast Asia have a cism, Mr. Johnson called a  ald - Tribune's Douglas Kiker Mag;
waging in Southeast Asia> But they now must s = 2 < press conference that morning. st year: “When the few sto-
ging y chance to live a life of their choosing. Newsmen were given 37 min.  ries critical of his Administra- Yer
utes advance notice. As a re-  tion have appeared, he has i
s\:)llt, many: Teporters were un- ngade great el'fur;s lhn aaleamt(:’[ the
able to get across town to the  their origins an acte
Fed Up To Here W el R R R Bl e
. : n who e President has complaine n
, did isnﬁnv u, the facilities were  to the New York Times and boade
3 . ‘ woefully inadequate. Seats were the Washington Star about sto-
= Although the President is charged with troops stood idly by. a"agzhle for g"]yh 3L :‘;he off- ries he has found “offensie.” 4 H :":lceﬂ(:
e responsibility, under the Constitution, for No nation has taken such abuse from so er were shoe-horned into a A wire service 'was called down Exc
the conduct of foreign affairs—subject only  many recipients of its aid, and so consistently ‘u‘? 4 {é’fl'?a;ﬂ' erin‘é‘ - E‘é'wﬁiiif V?vb}‘x]i’il; };ussetogxis::riezzs“‘:;gnﬁt balrg
‘:o lhel :dvxfe amiteonsent of the Senate in - refrained from taking more than foken notice. lights made the situation ludi- . to suppress the news about |grl:c‘:
ormal treaty matters—almost every admin-  Check the list of more than 100. countries s i e 1852
istration finds it prudent to consult certain  now receiving military or economic assis- RALPH de TOLEDANO o, ‘hlems"lesnied:ﬁ:n Et;effn\:;ie;ug;:e :er;;.;;l aé:?ls k“ule'ieat_stnrlyhm —
individuals and committees in Congress and  fance from the. United States, @nd among . blocked by radio and fe‘“"siﬂﬁ Chief Executive g'eﬂ: lreiry of
receive their recommendations. them will be found dozens which—while not technicians. The President. felevised debate during the I
In a practical sense, Congress is in a  Ppublicly thumbing their noses at the U. S. in < 5 !’:l‘)i?;’sn cwetg?: '&’uiiﬁf}ﬁ'smiu’:é i comps g8 d
position o wield considerable influence in . the manner of a Nasser or a Sukarno—con- lver tn ur olns likely to be hostile. Influential Senators have in- 0'
forelgn affairs, if it wished to do so. Occa- stantly oppose in the UN, in the cold war, in s ot weck € tuseling e the:” - dicated. they, wilt dahi any
sionally, as on the occasion of the House the fight against Communist aggression in / Bress. confeténce held.by © efforts by. the Administratiom -
: . o " 4 L 7
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“*{o the United Arab Republic—an action since _ international Telations, every move of the charts, and - stalistical tables  ous, Slugs, - foreign money, that the United States . ' advance notice of more than - mits enaclment of state right- i greats
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letting Abdul Nasser know a number of virtually free rein in trying to steer a course ,s,i;:sr '{;,"";,,ﬁ"‘_"ss,,e;‘,'?f,f:f «tif:tniet’er:‘ 2 elf;nrslt mMeasures its, content in American coins are limited fo the relafively few  cratic Conference, has told the i Hand
. Americanis are becoming weary of seeing their  for the free world through perilous channels, representing an industrial view  face condiion: The'second ‘ay. | 2ral, exhibiting any logie: He = 3 i e B i 20 i 1 Ha
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* while telling the United States to take its food the dignity of the U. S. ffers b that Federal preemption of sil-  the metallic composition of the 71 fering - hostile queries. The re- Chief Executive, has said since
and go jump1n the lake. eals furgign iy su'cers !ec;‘“llse ‘;’f a ver ' stocks sends ]|he price up  coin, which is put_ through a YO P2y o money - In sult Is what one.columnist has this is one area wiere he-can: | in the
3 o icy—as it certainly does to_un-economic levels, argue  magnetic field. case, lterally. In these . termed a “cozy little tete-a-tet y }
In true imitation of Indonesia’s Sukarno,  through continued handouts to despots who that most of the world is ditch- Change the  composition of - 42y3 of big government, how-  providing tile opportunity for ::)l’s hs'}g;lldn'e‘gg;l U?; '}iﬁl‘il i i :‘r',:s i
“-who more forcefully told the U. S. it could  publicly insult and ridicule thi t ing the old types of coins for ~ the mickel, the dime, or the ~ Syer the decision will prob- serious questioning.” of the entire federal -/
: b ¥ e ule this country be- more practical ‘ones made of ~ quarter, and the coin i ably be made on a basis which ~  Th e entire federalstate sys- | Bow
take its aid and go to hades, Nasser’s crude  fore a very impressionable world—Congress cupro - nickel. ot work. Mose (hin ﬁh e has lttle or nothing fodo with  Roscoe P fim&sll:m?ent o h g
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remark came on top of the burning of a costly  has 4 Tight to curtail the President’s author- O the other hand, a sizable _ million Coin - operated unts e taxpaver's wishes. I the " many of his colleagies 1ast o Wil el Bgts hae i
U. 8. installation in Cairo, while government ity i i i will b b cupro - nickel boys win._ out, p Hale Boggs has re- I
, v in any way it can. bloc, representing the vending ecome obsolete. The man ¥ » week when he charged that fused to commit himself to re- recolls
machine interests and he sil.  Who gets his lunch from any those cartwheels that added so  “Mr. Johnson's in the process peal. He talks, in fact, about { favori
e i Comrana the St automatic gadgel will have o ml])lch' ‘3 the drama of the West  of destroying the Presidential  stiffening labor law to prevent i was B
R AY CROMLEY changing the content of our do without unul the repait- men mlma e énl: history like the press conference as Washing-  crippling strikes in key indus- won. t
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erated machines.

Which side can claim the ul- nﬁyv coinl;. In conveﬁed ma- ! Sy
‘WASHINGTON e x timate virtue, I do not know. - chines, old coins would be re- §
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