
Sheriff of Lo Angele Cou

Coul You

‘Hav Stopp
These Crimes?

A woman screams,.a child disappe a ca is

stolen— are common-sense rul every citizen

should follow when fac to fac with lawbreakin
.

B PETER PITCHESS, as told to Patrici and Ron Deutsch

“_wrongdo before the strike again. Test your

8

VERY MINUT in Americ four ma-

jor crimes are committed. And

despit all that we in law enforcement

can do the shockin rate is increasin

fiv times as fast as the popula
growt It is u almost 50 percen sinc
1958

Is there no one
e

can stop this vicious

growth It may surpris you to learn that only

you can do the job,

-

This is not a catch phras It is a cold simpl

fact. For th truth is that, though most Ameri-

cans are quick to hel the police they do not

know how.

Here are seven typical crimes ‘we dealt with

in Los Angele Count las year. Each ‘il-™

lustrates a basic way yo can protect yourself

b preventing crimes or b helping us catc —|~

self to see whether you would hav chos the

courses that would ha stoppe the crimes.

CAR THE M Pec parked her car in

her own drivew and dash into her hous to

get a packag leaving her car keys behind: She

came out.to see a stranger driving the car away.

Just then a neighbor drove up. What should

Mary have done to stop the crime?

1 Given chase in the neig car, forcing
the thief to stop.

2, Called the police, giving them ma model
color, ete.

3 Removed the ke and’locked the car before

leavin it.

The third answer is obvious but worth stat-

ing. Auto theft is perhap our bigges major
crime, and two-thirds of the cars are stolen by
juveniles, who often merely watch for an un-

locked car with keys in it.

As second choice Mary should have called us

fast. Most states now have radio alarms which

can bring in stolen cars in minutes, But«Mary
chose to pursue the thief with a neighboy. The

thief, in panic, drove at furious speed Mar
and her neighb tried to kee up and were hurt

in a crash, Chases are not for amateurs,

MISSING CHILD: Seven- ‘Su Mills’
had been at play all morning and did not re-

turn for lunch at noon. By 12:45 p.m. Mrs, Mills

.

Started phonin neighbors. By 1:30 she had

walked all through the neighborhood and still

no Sue. What would have been the right action

to prevent a crime?

1. Phone police at 2 p.m,

2 Phone police at 12:30, before pini the

neighbors.
3. Phone police in th morning
It may seem illogical in one sense, but Mrs.

Mills shouid have phone us in the morning.
He first failure was in leavin a child of Sue’s

age unsupervised for three or four hours. S

often when a child is lost or involved in a

crime we find that the parents have let the

child wander on his own. .

The time to call us? The moment you are

concerned: for your child’s safety. That way,

you still can go on with your own. search, but

valuable time will not be lost. If you find the

child, we& be as please as you are.

We found Sue Mills—100 mile away in a

car with a known sex offender! Luckily, she

was unharmed. But the criminal had a start of

three hours before we could put out the net

to catch him.

Know where your child is all the time! Teach

him not to accept invitations, gifts, or rides

from strangers. And the moment you can’t ac-

count go his whereabouts, call us,

BAN ROBBERY: As Tom Foster came into

a small ban he saw a robber with a gun using

a-woman teller as a shield. What should Tom

have done?

“I; Jumpe the robber.

.

2. Run from the bank shoutin for help
3. Stared at the robber.

Tom tried to jump the man, wh fired, missed
and ran away. But Tom’s courage could have

got him or the woman teller killed. Don’t try.
to be a hero with an armed ma who may be

nervous and frightened. That is fool’s courage.
‘|

The same goes for running from the bank.

Surprisingl we will be happiest if you just
stare. After most robberies the victims cannot

even give us enough description so that we can

put out an alarm for the criminal. Peopl pani
and see nothing but the gun and th action.
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S use your eyes, Note height, weight, color

ing, details of clothing (criminals rarely chang
clothes until hours later), arid scars or marks.

Without this effort, you may not even recogniz
the criminal later,

police

many


