
Ho My Grandchildren

Kee Me Youn B JAC BENNY

On his birthda this perennia 39-year-

ODA FE 14, is my birth-

da I won’t say how old

I am—let’s just say a-little

pas 39
But I can tell you tha three of

~-. the reasons I feel so young” are

named Michael Maria; and Robert
‘dr. The are nin severi;:and no
quit one, respect They& my

grandchildren,

Take the other da when I was

driving them to Hillerest Countr
Club for lunch. Suddenl Maria

noticed th cuff links I was wear-

ing Georg Jesse had given them

to me about 1 years ago as a-gag.
O the cuff links were the words,
“Benn and Woods.” Maria stared

at them and so I went through a

lon ‘explanatio about when I.

playe the violi and had a partner
named “Woo who play the

piano, But that was i the old

days I added,

Maria said “Oh.” In’a few min
utes she adde “Granddaddy five

years from now - will be

the old days.”

said, “That’s. right.”
A little later she said “Do you

know by tomorrow, toda will be

the old day.”
I was waiting to see ho much

further. she could carry this, It

came soon enough,“Granddad an

hour from now this will be the

ol hour.” And then “You ‘know
&

Granddadd I like toda better than

yesterday, and I think I& like to-

morrow. better than today.”
I thought this made an awful lot

writes a valentine of appreciati

to the three. youngster who giv him

his bounce and zest

of sense, It reminded me of when

my daughter Joannie once appeare
_on Johnn Carson’s tv sho and

Johnn said “We think your dad

is very young for his age, We know

how old he is, What do you. think

keep him so young?
“T think it’s because Dad is not

nostalgic,”
hesitation. “He doesn’t care how

goo he was in radio or the goo
old days and h never says, ‘Three

years ago I did a.great show.’ He

onl wants to know how goo the

~&#39 was last:Friday and how goo
it will be-next Friday and from

now on through the.whole season.
Of course, show business itself

keep peopl younger -than they

actually are—unless; you take’ it

too seriously. I associate with young

- and have. an easier time

getting alon with all age groups

(including my two older grand-

children, Michael and Maria);

Tm a little bit more hesitant

when it comes to the baby Robert,

Jr. I’m still reluctant to pick him

up, and I certainly won& chang

him or fee him. That’s beca he

« looks so fragile.
But both my older srahde

do pretty well at keepi me in-

volved in activities. We go for walks

together, pla ball in the’ back

yard and swim in my pool And

almost every Saturday, we have

lunch together usuall at their

favorite place Hillcrest Country

Club. ‘The -know all the waiters

there b their first names.

They also kee me on my toes

she replie without

by the’ question the ask. If I

don’t know the answers, I look them

up. But ‘there is one time I am

lost no’ matter how muc hel I

get. You know those mechanical-

toy sets with all those complicated

instructions Parents could read all

da and never figure them out.

Michael asks m to hel him and

I try and try—and then give up.

Eventuall he& figur it out. for

himself and make.me look pretty
silly. He put togethe the Fiffel

Tower in:a month; I couldn’t have

don it in 25 years,
©

. One of Michael’s favorite activi-
ties is putting on magi and puppet
shows. M job-is to sit there all

alone and watch while he pretend
I&# a great big audience. I did the

same thing with my grandfather
when I was a kid, so, you see, it

_Tun in th famil

EFight-month- Robert is a rapt
audience for Granddad’s mugging.

Benn reads to his grandchildren

Michael Maria, and infant Robert.

My grandchildre bega to reals. .

ize a coupl of years ago that a

man in show busines means some-

thing ‘to peopl I’ get quite a kick

out of how’the behave latel whe
someone comes over and asks-for

my autograph M little grandso
« has a habit of getting as clos to

Mm as possib to show we are
associated in some way. Often he

will say,&quot;Grand just so the
will kno he is.with me.

ae Bh man ‘grandchi I.

8 ee the don’t badge m for

.

money. But once in a while whe
we are out and the want some

littl thing they ask and of course,
.

I-buy it for them And&# the way,

they both know that my tightness
* about mone is just a joke. The

get the drift of everythin
An important_re wh I man-

age to b so clos to my grand-
children is that I treat them as

equals Kid don’ wan to-be treate
like kids. Someon came over to our

table in a restaurant the other da
and said to Maria: “You&#3 such

cute little girl. Ho old are you?”
She was polite abou it, but I could

tell she didn’t like it,.-_

I onl wish that I could be with
©

them more. But.my work take a

lot of my time. Still, we always
make a point of bein “togethe at

least once a week. And on holidays
and birthdays suc as today I can

alway look forward to getting a

simpl but beautiful card made by
Maria and Michael themselves

So wh says I’m not sentimental?

* In this phot b Doris Pinney, a

wistful little girl painstakingly

cuts out lacy hearts for her val-

entine. For a look a another as-

pec of romance, turn to page P.
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