«.among merry celebrants
at a small town inn

By CLARK KINNAIRD

AND It cama to pass in thosa
days, that thers went out a
deeres  from  Caesar Augustus,
that all the world should be
thaed, . + .

gin with ‘Bath, becatse it wis the
most general word for house or habi-
tatlon, Bothlehem meant house of
bread, 1t was ope of Lhe oldedt towis
in Palestine, 1t wns the home of
Ruth; the Book of Ruth 1a & page

N THE year 749 by the Roman fram the domestic history of Hethle-

calendar, the workd ruled by Au-  hem. David tended his ahecp clise

gustus—that was most of the world by; Samuel cams Lo Béthlehem to
known then to the Romans—extended find the shephard lad and aneint him
from a vague, almost legendury, s king of Tarnel,
Cathay weatward to n barbarie Brit-
ain, The popular conception of the
world was & plane atrelching from
the Mediterrancan 1o abysses beyond
which all was darkness,

Actually, beyond the boundaries of
the world of the Romans were many
populous lands, one of Lthem being
what's now called Americn.  The
Infter had been populated by mi-

And sa It was, that, while they
were there, the davs wern nes
complished that she should be de-
livered. And sho brought forth
her first-born Son, and wrapped
Him In swaddling cluthes, and
Inld Him In s manger; becatse
thern wits no room for them In
the lnn,

grants from agross the sew who may
have been Asiatics, Phoenicinng,
Egyptiank, northern Europeans, or all
faur. Most of the people of Americn
at that time wers nomadie tribeamen
not unlike the nomads of Paleatine.

In the Roman yenr 749, Jows who
dwelt in their homeland between the
Mediterpanenn amd the River Jordan
wiited humbly and hopefully for a
maesxialt, Thoy had been promised
onn by the prophet Isalah: “Unto unx
a child 18 born, unto ua n son in give
en, and his name shall be callad
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty
God" They wanted & nntianal deliver-
e from the tyranny which bowed

In the days of Augustus, Romans
celebrated the Salurnalin, or festival
of Baturn, in the seven daya begin-
ning December 17, During it, no pub-
lie business coldd be transacted, the
Inw courts wers closed, and no male-
factor could be punished, It was n
time of leentious disorder, Probably
Suturnalian celebranta fillod the inn.

And there wera In the sumo
country shepherds nbiding In the
field, Keeplng watch over thelr
fock by night,

Hheep wete one aof the most im-
portant possensions of the anclent

Hebrews, Judaea had manufictuyes,
fisheriea nand commerce, bul most of
ita poople earned their living from
tiilnges of the soil and from their
flocks. Immense numbera of sheep
grazed in Palestine in Biblical times;
there s n story of one group of sheps
herds whose flock conslated af 3,000,«
000 sheep and goals, Sheep and limba
provided most of the meat nnd wool,
mont of the clothes of the Elusl,

them down, The estimated 3,000,000
people of Judaea, Sumarin and Gali-
lee, which then comprised Paleatine,
were unhappy and rebellious under
the rile of forelgn pagans.

And all went to he Laxed, every
one into his own cify, And Joseph
went up from Gallles, out of the
clty of Naznreth, Inte Judies,
unta the clty of David, which s
ealled Wethlehpm; To he taxed
With Mary, hiy espoused  wile,
being great with child,

There are many places in the map
of Palestine the namea of which be-

And, o, the mngel of the Lord
¢nme upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shune round about
them; and they were sore afrild,
And the angel saild unto themn,
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“There was no room for them at the inn"—A reverently realistic painting of the first Christmns
by Henri Lerolie (1848-1929), a French artist best known for historical seenes and murals.

Fear not: for, hiehold 1 bring yon
good tidings of groat joy, which
shall be to all people. For unin
you Is horn this day In the clty
of David w Saviour, which s
Christ the Lorl And this shall
be o wlgn unto you: Ye shall find
the Babe wrapped In swaddling
cluthes, Jying in & manger, And
suddenly thers wis  with  the
angel m multitude of the heaven-
Iy host pralsing G, anild saying,
Glory to God In the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward
men,

And It enme o poss. as the
angils wore gonn away  from
thetm Into heaven, the shepherds
pald one to another, Lot us now
g0 oven unte Dothlehem, aml see
this thing which Is veme to jinss,
Which the Lord hith made known
unin us, And they came with
haste, and found Mary, and Jo-

seph, and the Babe lylng In »
mangor. And when they had seen
1t, they made known ahroad the
siying which was told them eons
cerning thls Child,

Hocause of what the shepheris
mide known, the world aventually be-
gan fo ealculate time from the birth

of Jesun. But there was an error in
transtribing 749 inta Christian
chronology, and the event about

whith Like was to pen the greatest
nows story ever written was In 4
B.C., reckoned by tedny's calendmr,
Laike was the nickname of Lucanus,
A man of Antloch in Syria, He wis a
phyaician  (and  also  reputedly, na
painter of extroordinary skilly bhefore
he hecame a convert to (hr L
il K comiponion of Paul, )
wias nseribed by Luke in (-J’n'l W, tp
on papyrus, as & letter to one Theo.
philus, another convert to Chnatian-
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Tuesday,

iy, The latter was, like Luke, a Gon-
tile, and We appears to lhave been n
Psman of high position and wealth,
Nothing olra is known of Theophilus
excopt this: by inscribing this Gospel

and the acts of the Apastle to him,
Luke made Theophilus® name im-
mortal,

There (s little more that we know
of Luke but we know this: he was o
friend unto death. “I am all alone,
snve for Luke,” Paul wrote shortly
hefore he was put to death in Rome,
Sueh devotion was Lo be expecled of
a Christian.

1t is probable that Luke gained
moft of his knowledge of the Saviour,
nas he did hin devoutness, from Paul,
for there Is no evidence Luke ever
himself saw Jesus.

Luke could have had help fram the
enrlier pospel of Malthew, who had
left hin Job an tux collector at Caper.
naum to be one of Jesun' discipics
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Muy the message of
the first Christmas
bring you great joy.
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DRIVE IN CLEANERS
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MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Here's hoping
that your holiday is

ever-so bright and gay,

and from what Mark had recorded
There wore countless othor narratives
of Jeaus current at the time Luke
wiote, Stll it appears that Luke wis
inspired most by what Paul tald him
and by the material he gathersd him-
s61f, It Iw clear he wrote with con-
summate, unmatched art.

Paul nhimself was a greal writer,
as we know from The Episties: Firat
Thessnlonlans, Second Thessalonihns,
Galatlans, Pirst Corinthianz, Second
Corinthlnns, Pomans,  Philippians,
Cologsinna and FPhilemon, His writings
and his labors within a few yeirs
transformed Christinnity from some-
thing known to a few into a world
religion. Still Paul piaced his emphn-
sin upon the acts and tenchings of
Jesus. U remained for Luke. o man
wonderful inspired, o wrile the
wondrous story of tha First Christ-
mas Lhat excels all other Christmas
stores over told
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joyous holiday be filled
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from all of us at
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TO OUR FRIENDS
Sending you and yaurs
lodds of grand wishes
at Christmas . and
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loyal patronage
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Qur sincere grati
tuda tor tha privi
lege of yarving ynu.

Best wishes lar
the heppinst of
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
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Lucas Furniture

We're Continuing Our

STOREWIDE SALE
TUESDAY. Dec. 31st.
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