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Death Row

aey Population

Is Growing

By WEBSTER K, NOLAN
Unlted Press International
SAN QUENTIN, Calif. (UPD
—The state of Californta. which
almost every year execules
more criminals than any other
state in the Union, has sent
only one person (o the gae
chamber (his year.

The death of James Abner
Bentley on Jan, 23 was the

| so0th execution st San Quentin
| Prison. It happened in a state

where an average of eight per-
sons die in the gas chamber
annually; and it happened in a
prison where 44 men currently
live on Death Row

In early November, Gov. Ed-
Brown, long &n out-

alty, commented on these un-
usnal stalisiics

“I's & situation,” he sald,
“that really means capilal
puriishment has been repealed
by the courts. 1 think lve
granted only two commutations
this year, and all the rest have
been staye by either the Su-
preme Court, the clreuit court
or the slate courts.”

Three days after Brown made
his statement, the U.S. Supreme
Court granted a stay ol execu-
tion to Harold A Spencer, six
days belore his date with death.
Then, within 1 days, the high
| court followed its action with

two more stays, both for men

scheduled (o die in December.
Grow In Number
During the past year, in a
state where the arguments for
and agalnst capital punishment
often rise to fever pitch, there
have heen so many stays of ex:
ecutions that prison officials
have had bookkeeping prob-
lems in maintaining an aeccu-
rale count,

The sitpation has created, in
effect, a hackdoor moratorium
on the death penally, one that
neither California law nor the
state constitution provides [or

For the past 20 years, siate
legislators who have opposed
capital punishment have at-
lempted lo pass laws making
the death penalty illegal. The
malter has heen debated eith-
er in committee or on the
| floors of the Senate and the as.
semhly 19 times,

It has failed of passage 19
times. !

On Death Row

Meanwhile, the population nn
Death Row grows, At San Quen:
tin, 44 men are waiting: and
al Corona Institution for Wom-
en, California’s only other con-
demned prisoner, double-slayer
Ivia Kroeger, is waiting
| Whatever their erime,

all know they still will
their day in court.

If the past 10 months of court
actions have any significance.
this means they all have a
chance, perhaps & good chance,
{0 escape death in the tempo-
arily out-of-use gas chamber.

' Test May
Predict
Coronary

LOS ANGELES (UPI) —Tha
day appears o be around the
corner when physicians will ba
able to "see” a heart seizure
coming on

When clectrogardiograms were
found to be inconclusive for
predicting coronary thrombosis
or coronary occlusion, four Los
Angeles dctors dn the depart
ments of radiology and mech-
cine at the University of Cali-
fornia School of Medicine be-
gan work on a test that prom-
| ises tn he a reliable indicator
of heart disease

It's called Coronary Flow In-
dex (CF1 and, broadly speak-
ing, is a comparison by X-rays
of the rate of flow between va-
rious parts of the body and the
coronary arterios i(the arteries
that feed the heart).

The comparison is the CF1

‘ spoken foe of the death pen-

they
have

LEAST

OH| WELL, AT

| BURE, NGO Ham"

|‘i“.'.

aee®

5

‘Il‘,‘r

|‘\ -

ELWAC0 DI FIND ALL y W
THAT ETOLEN MONEY m“fg”“' & | ceemain pg,-a“npg
% THE CAPTRIM TOOK / BE AT THE DOORT s !‘..a-iﬂcﬂ ‘Mr
:‘F_;:fa" REAL FOR EVIDENCE) | 1 | aviing | ER FounD -
APOY. THAT wrwuq
ELWOOD ‘\-—_ R \‘-——~—" \, h
] EQUND 'Em| i i

| /—\ Car s

NS/

'
r EQ rwns Au—

ELWOOD'

.‘____‘____,./

and in' test sludies of 41 pa.
tients, the researchers found 25
cases of delinite occlusive dis-
pase whose CFI was much low-
et than that of normal pali-
ents

In their report In a recent
issue of Radiology, a medical
journal, the four researchers
said the advantage of CF[ is
not anly its accuracy, hut Its
| relative speed and slmp[u::l)
| Ws done by a single small
intravenous  Injection  which
makes l"w Xerays possihle

Then serial X.rays are taken in
ahout ‘h‘l seconds. The results
e fed through a digital com-

t and recording equipment
the results
The doctors. Harry A, Bish-
op. Albert A Kattus, Leglie R
Bennett, and lsmael Mena, are
| optimistic that this new ahility
In “see” an oncoming heart
| case through relatively simple
tests will lead to greater con-
trol of the natton's top killer.
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'| EXPECTED AT CEREMONY

WASHINGTON 1UPL=Ally
| Gen. Robert F. Hennedy s #x-
pected 1o go s New Yark Tues-
| day to attend the ceremony re-
naming Idlewild Meport (o hims

| or of hi s slain 'outﬂh‘p




