them in the forasis to ba surreptitiously loaded on trucks.
Forssters make such cuts on trees that they find stacked
in the farests and then alert state police to look for thosa
marks as the officers check the loads of truckers carry-
ing trees to market.

TREE NICKED TO CATCH A THIEF — The thres nicks
cut into the Christmas tree by Paul Nichols, assistant dis-
trict warden of the Klamath Forest Protective Associa-
tian, may prove instrumental in capturing the thief whe
cut down that tree, among many others, and stockpiled
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REWARD FOR STEALERS OF TREES — Paul "Nick"”
Michols attaches a poster to a KFPA signboard offering
$250 reward for the arrest and convicition of anyone
wrongfully culting or removing Christmas trees from

lands in that area. Offers of such rewards are one of
various deterents used by foresters to discourage the
theft of trees on private and govarnment lands.

Later, KFPA patralmen check
determing that ke ramains within the boundaries sat forth in tha bill of
sale. Commarcial cutters must prasent such a documeant to KFPA bafore
thay obtain harvesting permits,

MAP CHECKED AGAINST BILL OF SALE — Gacrge Wardell lright to be cut

district warden of the Klamath Forest Protective Associatian, and Art
Cione, amplove of the association, read a bill of sala presented by a
commercial tree cutter and note on a map ‘-*-I area where the trees are

Christmas Tree Thieves Plague Area Forests

Phatos and Story
By DICK BRIGG

road in Kiamath O

ping otcasionally, walle a tig-

n Lhrl T
them untd |

This o of  countless
methods used by some smscru-
pulous Christmas tree dedlers
who annually rob from $2,000
Liv $10.0800 41 Rrowing trees from
private landowners and the
public domain in the county
Such o

re aleit to th
Rlumath Forest

Protective oclation and oth-
or lires gedicles who main-
tain copstant patrols (o catoch
these  pillagers of the for-
osls

The method of Lransporting
cutters to the woods and re-

* Uy pick them up
heir stolen trees i

along
done to fool {c

through

waleh fo

from the more traveled thor-

ougiiares onto spur ronds
When &
such Nre ma

them into the forest and secks
out the ariver of the car o
o his tree harvesting per-
mit and bill of sale, providing.

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON

|

individual
Uees

there are no tire marks
mighl

area where Lhieves are

COSe that

ristmas

loresier pass by an
operut-
ing—nol kniwing that they had
been driven to the aren and let

t on the main rod

Es 2 the consequences of
such every Isnt as common
as 15 the case about five

Aéars a0, according (o LeoTge
Wardell, local supervisor of
KFPA which administers near-
i 2 milbem acres within the

t that time, an estimated
3,00 trees were looted annurd
Iy from forests in the county

¢ on

loreement groups have begun o
work more closely to curb the
activities of the wnserupulous
who steal fir trees from gov.
ernment or private forests and
sell them on the Christmas tree
market.
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CONFISCATED TREES — Sever .| hundred fir treos con-
fiscated from a trucker near Fresno, Calif., and traced
to Klamath Counly are counted by KFPA Supervitar
George Wardell preparatory to astablishing a fine. In
such cases, KFPA confiscates the trees and fines the truck-
or double the stumpage rates. Forest agencies and stafe
police are working with the local district attorney’s of-
fice in an effort to increase panalties for the offense.
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en tha cutter in the Held o

“t A
PLOTS DAY'S WORK — Emil Harris
[right], KFPA fire warden at Kings Cabin and Pola Butte,
points cut to George Wardell, district warden, an ares
whare a stack of ilagally cut Christmay traes had been
concealed to be retriaved later by #ha cutter. Whils

o -

STOLEN TREE MATCHED WITH STUMP — Commerclal tres cutters caught hauling
Christmas trees without a harvesting permit or bill of sale are subject to suspicion of
theft. Haulers without such papors will have their load confiscated; foresters then
tako tho trees and seek to match them with the stumps of trees which have been il-
lagally cut. Forest patrolmen use this and other methods of collecting evidence in
order to prosecute the offender in the criminal courts.
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TIRE TRACK PROVIDES A CLUE — A tire track made by a truck driven off with a
load of illogally cut Christmas trees is measured by Paul Nichels in the first of numar-
ous staps faken by KFPA fo learn the ideniily of the tres thief. KFPA estimates that
1,000 Christmas trees are stolen annually In Klamath County, a substantial decrease
from the approximate figura of 5,000 set about five years ago. Improved cooperation
botwaen foresters and police has significantly reduced the number of such thefts in
the county during recent years.
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foresters maintain close surveillance of priuio and qov-
arnmant lands, state poiica stop truckers hnuling tree
aslong the highways te check their bills of sale and har-
vmﬁuq permits,




