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A DESCENDANT — Mrs. Loren [Mildred] Binney, 724 Mitchell, is a descendant of
two hardy men of the great clan of the fighting McGuffeys who migrated from Scot-
land to contribute to education in America. William Holmes McGuffey who wrote
the McGuffey's Eclectic (third| reader, and his brother, Alexander McGuffey, who
wrote the Eclactic Speller and the fifth and sixth grade readers. Revised copies of
the third grade reader and the speller, are owned by Mrs. Evelyn Loomis, 214 Pine
Street, Klamath Falls.
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MANY LESSONS LEARNED — School books were used over and over in the early
days of education when school and family funds were low. Numerous children learned
from the same speller and reader, and the volumes soon became dog-eared and wern,
This copy of McGuffay's Eclectic Spelling Book [revised edition) ewned by Mrs.
Gordon (Evelyn) Leomis, 21& Pine Street, has childish scrawls on fly leaf and in-
side covers. As pupils sometimes are required to do now, unlucky ones who missed a
word, stayad after school and wrote it 50 times.
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THE TORCH OF LEARNING BURNED BRIGHT — In those early days of Amarican
Democracy when men toiled to open new frontiers, it way usually the mothers of

growing children whe ware dedicated to give the young the advantages of an educa.
tion, meaqer at best in those days when fosd and shelter came firsh. Ann McGuey,
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By RUTH KING

The beloved old schogl books,
the MeGuffey's Renders and the
MeGuifey’'s Speller, are known
to many persons of an earler
generation, but to the vounger,
Ii'm".' are names rarel ¥y men-
uoned, seldom seen

They are linked (o Klamath
Falls through Mrs. Evelyn
Loomis, 216 Pine Strect, who
owns the Third Grade Eclectic
Reader and the Eclectic Spell-
ing Book, and Mrs. Mildred
Binney

Mis. Loren (Mildved) Binney
of Klamath F is a diect
descendant of the MeGuifey
family of whom Alce MeGulfey
Ruggles writes in a charming
nurrative of the family thay
came 1o America from the
mogntains of northwestern Scot-
land. McGuffey sons were laler
to leave their imprint on educa-
tion in this coontry

“Outwardly tamed. they kept
their proud independence of
sperit, and a gnawing restless-

! ness tormented them from with-

in, But they lived their hard
lives of work and prayer un
complainingly, and even found
d kind of savor in the hard.
ness" wrote Mrs, Ruggles

It was Billy McGuffey “who

attended  strictly to his own
business, [arming and cobhling."
and his wile Ann whom he

adored.” but tried to cage her
spirit with his own iron will”
who emigrated to America in

| 1774, It was Ann who palched

the family’s threadbare clothing
over and over, stinted the por-
ridge and doled out the wood
and peal, to help swell the sack
of pennies beldnd the chimney
He was 2, They
had three children, a boy, Alex-
ander, 7, and two girls, Cath.
erine and Elizabeth, 6 and 4

she was o7

They sailed in a small brig |

which took the hetter part of
three months to reach America
“Supplies of food, lssued once
weekly, were cooked over opon
fires in an open galley. Cock-
roaches and raly scampered ev-
erywhere and Ann's
quilts were soon crawling
Billy was educated. He wrole
a lime hand and read all the
books he could gather, Ann
could not, He bought 3 York

gpotless |

County farm in '75 but the war |

with Britain drew him inlo bat.
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worked very hard; =

Ann often killed and cooked a
pullet for General Washington
who stopped at the MeGulfey
home for rest  and
tion. Came an end to the war
and Billy was back, aged and
disillusioned, his new country
wits nol flowing with milk and
honey, It seemad 1o Billy a
man without influence or money
was in a pretty hopeless state,
tor all the fine talk about de.
moecracy and opportunity. He re-
turncd to cobbling shoes on the
side, He was still a larmer

They emigrated agaln, follow-
ing the Daniel Boone Tyroitl
through the Comberland G ap
and young Elizabeth died and

relass

was buried without shrowd or |

coffin beneath a high bank of
laurel

The first grandson of Willizm
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day, and Goorge
the time the

| asked 1o speak 1o Mrs

win was high, he wax hot, and wished for a
ool place where he might rest and eat hia

4. Whilo be honted aboul the bask, he
raw smong the moss sotie’ fing, wild straw
bertien, which wem a bright searlet with

and Ann MeGulfey, sol of Sane
dy, was named William Holmes
MetGuffey by his mother Anna
He was 5 “plain-faced infant,"”
bt wious one. He was
taken by his poarents inlo un-
hroken wiklerness to the North,

R precs

riding borsebuick

His parents fought the
friendly His mthver
dodicated the task of build-
ing a road that would lead ber

Wi

Was

to edyeation, 1o
er and position, No matter what
came or went Anng McoGulfey
“took time to give her children
their farst lessons in reading

and ciphering, usaa at

children W

v

night.”* Above all, o would be

Ham who must be educated
He ato up knowledze., He need-
ed only to read over @ pass-

¢ once (o bhove it by heart
He, with his brothers and sis-

ters, walked to a small school,
miles from home, to | from
& Preshvierian minister, Rex
erend Mr Wicks. They learned

to say cow, nol keowe; catch,
not Keteh, and to drop thedr
voices and not
William learned Latin. Al 18
he was given o cerlificate and
became & roving
wits discouraging work, Parents
were both lgnovany and indiffer-
ent. Children were unruly, He
determined to become a Preshy-
tevian minigter, a secrel kept
with his mather
Hetramped the frontier,
Ohip, Pennsylvania  and  Ken-
tueky in patched clothing. Sum-
mers e worked hard on his i
ther's farm. but he loathed i
He wis torn with concern for
the backwoods people, lonely

shout

and hungry for something be-
sides their daily grind, With
his mother, he plannved ways
and means for  further minis-

try, His father was not inler.
ested in “larnin®' but he soared
William from the farm. There
was no money  for  sehooling
A seventh child appeared but
Anna never giave up, Willkiam
would e o minister. Henry,
the sccond son, wanted ta be

come a dactor and she would
make smallest, Aleck, a
lawver,

Sinee her hushand would not
help her, Anna turned lo the
Lord, “Ask and it shall be giv-
en unte yon"" William beeame
discduraged, He was 18, Anna
prayed as she had never prayed
hefare. 1t would take & miracle
the maoney o hi

Lthe

ast, o dranger in clemcal dress
knocked at the cabin door and

McGul
fory

He was looking for pupils
o his acodemy in Groershurg,
Pa. He had been beyond the
lence the day belore as she
praved, A week liter Willlam
wag on i There were

some whn believed that Anna

knew the traveling  preacher
Aus in hearing distanoe
William earned his tuition, 70
eck by hard labor in
the principal’'s home. His math-
or cherished his letters. He nev.
ad a cent in his pockets,
r somelimes sont him

apples or a sack of

cents a w

n barrel of

e ——
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roeal for the principal's family
and mother and sisters
knitted him stockets and mit-
tene, and a comforter for his
neck
“Alm

}
has

hls mother told
bim, “second bests aren't wor'th-
while," He enrolled at Washing-
ton College, and spent six years
wor

king his way
His ses Latin
Greek. Hehrew, ancient history,
andl philosoply—no modern
siudies. He taught at Washing-
to College, went to Miami
University, started a little
school of his own o try oul
some of his theories on educas

tion

conr Wer

The daily lessons Willinm ar.
ranged gradually took shape as
a book. He had already pub-
lished ap London “‘A Treatise on
Mothods of Reading.' By 1833
“First Reader™ was ready
for printing. the vear he was
ordained as & Presbylerian min
ister. Mis sermons were never
emotionsl

By 1834 pubpic schools wer e
being opened all over the fron.
ther

Willkam MeGulley fought [for
his beliefs in  education,
compromising, and, because of
this, Teft Miami University
where he was an administrator
and went to Cincinnatd “without
a backward look."

It wag at  Cincinnatl  College
and at Woordward that the fa-
mous ‘Readers,” which be had
long envisioned, came to light.

A shrewd Yankee youth of 18,
Winthrop B, Smith, saw Lhe
great market for schools books |
in the West and approached
Willlem  Holmes MeGulfey 1o |
prepare o set of books, The |
sevies called for a Primer, n
Speller and four Readers. Wil- |
liam had  alveady planned a
Primary Reader based on les \
sons he had taught in informal
clavees wt Oxlord, The Speller
lelt 1o his brother Alex
ander who was Lo collaborate

The Readers were to lay the

his

Lt
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[oundation of correct spelling,
| prontinciation dnd usage and
exemplily Amervican ideals  of

work, education, chiaracter, He

would make them stimulating |

to all people, He would have no
dogma, no gloomy or fantastic
Lales,

The contract for (he first se-
rles was signed by William on
April 28, 1836, The publishers
wire Lo pay him a royalty of 10
per cent on all copies: sold until |
the copyright should reach the
sum of $1,000, afler which the
Reatlers became absolute prop-
ety of the publishers. It was a |
clever bargadn for the publish-
In later years the sales
anel profits had mounted to the
milkons,

The historie Iittle honks 0
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Primer, four Readers and 2
Speller, appeared in 1837, of
fractively bound in green amd

pletures on every page. The il
lustrated alphabel in the First
Reader began with A for Ax
What backwoods child eould
fuil to learn? It unlocked the
pates af learning, Animnls
pliyed un important part and
poelry was writlen to delight.
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The secomnd Reader led the
child into the enchanted gar-
den; the third contained unfor-
geltable stories and the Lord's
Prayer in verse. In the Fourth
Reader the student began to get
the real McGulfey

classics

The Old Oaken Bucket,” amd
‘George Was md His
Little Hate lexander, 1n

addition to the Speller. compiled
the Filth and Sixth Readers. He
preached the beautiful of
reading and speaking

Publisher Smith, now sole
owner of the texthooks, worked
like o beaver to get them into
all schools, West, South and
East, everywhere except New
England where the “Worces-
ters” continued in use

Smith's publishing  business
grew. Ho grew nicher year by
vear, William  Holmes MeGuf-
ley had sold his copyright for
4 mess of pottage, The readers
wore widely used down to (he
IKIs amd in some localities, un-
1l 190, He went (o the facul-
1v of the University of Virginia
and continued to fight for his

educatiopal beliels and propos. |
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als. He bheld his tongue on
States Rights during the Clvil
War, He grew old and sad.
When the war ended, the pub-
lishers of the MeGuffoy Read-

ers wrged William to tour the |

South to goge the elfecls of
peace on their sales, He was 67
when he toured through
Georgia, Alubama, Mississippd,
and the Carclinas. What he ob-
served was tragedy, but he
muade ng notes of what he had
seen. He continued 1o teach, In
hig last vears he wrote the Mag.
num Opus, He died in Char-
lottesville in 1873 Ile was 71
Shrines and monuments were
erected to his name but William
MeGulfey has a living shrine in
the hearts of millims of ald
sehodl bays and girls, Copies of
his Readers are in  museums,

tucked away, too, in attics and |

basements, A Tew are forgotten
on the bookshelves in libraries,
a few are cherished by the old.

Alexander McGuifey wrote no
mare U the Spetler and the
Filth and Sixth Headers, He
nover needed money nop  eove
eted it although il was said that
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‘Many Still Fondly Recall McGuffey's Famed Texts

b least 10 millionaires “were
made” from the McGufley se-
ries. Alesander was not ong of
them, He outlived William 23
years,

Both men lived and died un-
canseious of their real contribis-
tion to posterity,

Mrs. Binney, Klamath Cotmty
deputy treasurer, as her illus-
trious forefathers has taken a
continuing interest in  educa-
tion, politics and civic proj-
eels. She is the mother of three
children, Stephen, a senlor at
Oregon State University; Larry,
Klamath Unlon High School sen-
Ior, and Susan, KUHS junior.

She Is a past precinet com-
miltee woman, serves on the
elementary schonl  budget
board, ks a past president of
Oregon State University Moth-
ers, and Is serving this year 'on
the state board: sha has been
netive with her husband, Loren,
In PTA, Cub Secouts, Little
Leaguers, Babe Ruth and
American Legion baseball, and
has lived in Klamath Falls {or
26 years,

QUAINT TITLES — Third grade pupils whe studied the McGuffey's Readers, re-

peated "Tha Lord's Prayer" from its
Teacher, A Walk In the Garden, Bird

ages, and read a story a day — The Young
riends, Waighing an Elephant, The Eche, Find-

ing the Owner, Bewara of the First Drink. When the first edition back in 1837 was
issued, school furniture and equipment was primitive. Boys and girls sat on wooden
benches, They helped teacher pull water in a bucket from a well and stoked the stove
with whatever fuel was native to the part of America in which they lived.
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newly arrived from the meountaing of Scotland, who fellowed her husband Billy frem
new land to new land, mothered the authars of the McGuffey's Ecloctic Readers and
McGyftey's Eclectic Speller, William and Alexandsr. When mortal man failed, she
sought divine help, and some¥imes used & waman's wiles to qain an advantage, William
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McGulfey became one of the foremost American educators and ministers. The broth-
ers gainad little from the publication of their school books while the publishers
reaped richas. Both men lived and died without knowladge of the great contribution
thay had made to educalion in thiy country,
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