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(Christian Science Meniter)

Why were the American people sys-
tematically misled by their government
about the progress of the war in South
Vietnam?

The facts are now indisputably avail-
able from the military leaders of that coun-
try. They directly contradict repeated state-
ments oul of Washington. They confirm the
reports of those American newspapermen
in Saigon who were there long ennugh to
uncover the facts the United States Govern-
ment was trylng 1o suppress.

There is an important lesson for the
Ameriean democracy herein
- The answer suggests that Americans
need to understand when their government
is caught in a position where it cannot he
candid. Civilians then have 1o turn fo the
press for the facts,

The answer is thal a government like
that of the United States cannot express
nonconfidence in an allied government with
which it is conducting a war — until the
very Jast moment arrives when a hreak is
inevitable, Nor can the United States mili-
tary chiefs openly express nonconfidence in
the local military command they are advis-
ing — until the last moment. All during the
months, or years, when the situation is de-
teriorating and the government in Wash-
ington is debating about the facts and what
to do, it has to go on denying any dissatis-
faction and categorically deelaring its sup-
port for the local regime. Anylhing else
would at once produce a crisis before Wash-
ington was ready to face it.

Up to the very end of the Diem regime,
the American military continued to say that

e Are Misled

the war was being successfully and progres-
sively won, despite its slow pace and the
known difficulties. And that the strategic
hamlel system was effective, The reporters
sidd the contrary. Now, after it is all over

“Nhu used strategic hamlets for poli-
tical purposes rather than pacification.” said
General Minh in g New York Times inter-
view. *“That is why the people in the villages
suffered very much, In my own village the
peaple had 1o flee (from the government's
police terrory and to live close to the Viet
Cong ™ .

The able General Don interpolated:
“The population in the countryside feared
hoth the Viet Cong and the government.”

Of the Buddhist crisis, General Minh
continued, “There was a very deep influ-
ence on the countryside. We know it he-
cause we all have relatives in the villages,
The people in the villages were very sad hut
they could not do anything about it He
saidd mordle in the Viethamese Army was
very low when the coup came and discipline
wirs deteriorating. The regime had sapped
its effectivencss because “political loyalty
fto the Ngo family) was the basis for troop
command. This lowered the quality of the
officers."

All through the period when this sit-
uation was developing the facts were con-
tinually denied by the United States Em-
bassy in Saigon, its military command there.
and the various elements in Washington
from the White House and the State Depart-
ment to the Pentagon,

Al such times Americans have Lo learn
to listen, carefully and nol without discri-
mination, to the press.

WILLIAM S. WHITE . ..

By WILLIAM 8, WHITE

WASHINGTON — Meinwhile,
bhck ot the compound of Lo
olil GO elephant. . . . Ty

Back At GOP Compound

fude of business to President
Kennedy, for one Allustration,
could not possibly be retainod,
Uie time being sl any rate,

thay have been, To this ohserv-
er—and 1o a good many olh-
ers=neither of the loregoing as-
sumptions cun be at all firm gt

The Republicans have now en-
tered a prolonged  period—one
likely to lust In reality If IJI.JI.
i form until after New Year's
Doy — of reflection and  ve-
examination of thelr 1964 Pres
identinl approach and possbils
ities, 1

The trogic death of John B
Kennedy and the siccession (o
he Presidency of Lyndon B,
Johnson have dictated & time of
pause in pattisan political nellvs
ity of a depth rarely seen b
fgre in Amorican history.

10 s, actually, @ pause willy
in both, parties and even wilh
in the factions of both parties,
but in the nature of things this
long  armistiee  Is @ more
thought-Tilled  armisthon among
the Republicans.

All the principal GO hig
nres=and notably all the pres-
ont and potentinl candidates for
the 1064 Republican Presidentiol
nomination—have entered  this
phuse of hush and waiting with
two motives, 1L is the right and
tostelul thing to do; and at
this juncture it s the necessa-
ry thing to do.

As n eollective entily. the Re-
publican party now needs to re-
vansider its whole basie cam-
palgn siralegy for next year,
(juite apart from what is mo-
mentarily the secondury prob-
lem of U identety of itx ultis
mile candidate against Presi
tont Jonnson

Had Mp. Kemnedy lived, the
Republican s:ratogy would have
been, within Timits, fairly well
sottled right now, While there
way litle prospect i any event
o sny all-party stteck on him
oh personal grounds, nearly
three yours of las octupaticy
of 1he White House hud in them-
splves estublished the general
Ines of the Republican ¢ am-
N,

It was o be an attack on his
foceign policy record nnd nod
ably on what the Hepublicans
saw as the xhaky stite of the
Westorn alllsnee « this point
exemplified In the recent sharp
but not persanally harsh obser-
vation of Gov, Nelsan Rockelsl
ler of Now Yerk, 1t was to be
uh attack on Mr, Kenpedy's
spendiig and  taking policies
<thig peitt exemplified by the
whole general position of the
Republican party in Congress
And so on,

Now, hwever, confronting
not Jotin Fitegerakd Kennedy but
rather Lypdon Balnes Johnson

1964, the GOP must tear up

e old bluepeit, If only for
the simple reason that Mr.
Jolnsan has otly barcly begun
W make Ws own Prosidestial
récord

Aty i notlons of » Tte:

publican campaign tactic based
ot the presumably hostile atti

- _,I‘ .

i light of a stock market's
specatcunle vise since Prosident
Julmson's geoession,

In short, much Lime will be
meeded bofare any new and gon-
oral Tepublican blueprint can
by brought forward to replace
Lhe old.

The position on candidutes is
aqually confused and tontative,
Thore are wide cutly assump-
Hons that Sen, Butry Goldwa-
er's candidacy fop the 'GOP
naminotion  has been  injured
They are based on the nolion
that Mr, Johnson will He mure
dcceptable than Mr. Kennedy
would have been in those South-
ert und Western areas where
the Senator Is thiught to have
his chiel strength,

Thetre have also Boen wide
early assumplions that Gover-
nor Rockefeller’s hopes have
been impraved — as well they

You have 1o carn the right
fo be wrong This statement
wiihd strike mest modern ears
as prouliar, if not perverse. Yot
1 beliove that unless we undor
stand - and  respect what o
means, we cannot approach the
works ol the mind or the sparit
with the proper altitude

T gualifed historans migh!
disagiee about the cuises o
Workl War 11 one might be
vight, dnd ihe other wrong, But
e wrong one has earned the
right to his opladon, for be has
stfied e subiect  earnestly
and al length

Two muricel
gue about the respective mes
its of Bach and Heethoven: ome
might be eight, and the othes
wrong. Bot bere again, 1he
wrong one has earned the right
W his OpHtion for 1 s Duixed
o dve, dillgence. and selion
neas

And U righ! o be wrong
can be won only In this way
T™he works of the mind and the
spirit—history, philosophy, 1t
orture, the arls — are much
more than a mere thatler
taste and jreference. Thpy i
i o active collaboration
etir ohjective study, our willmg
ness Lo Loy aside our preconcop-
tionis aid open parselves o pew
possibifithes. and combination

The person who sayvs, |
know what 1 Uke,” almost al
wirys stigmataes tumscll as an
nvamus. We lke wiwt we
ore.ased tor what we expect:

gty mught o

this point, or even two or thide
months  from now, For  one
point, Mr. Johnson has no ine
tention wlhialever o draw back
from ' the Kennedy civil righls
program, and inasmuch as this
program was hurting the late
Prosident  in the  South  and
Wost, it can surely do the new
President no govd there, though
drictly ax g person he may be
mare popular there,

What looks more interesting
mow ig nol the precise degree
ol help or hivrm to either Gold
water o Rockeleller. Tt s the
clearly promoted possibility, an
the new nmational sitaation, that
the Hepublicans may now be
spurred towand a declsion many
had in fod abready been con-
templating: the final selection
ol some such thied cholce as
Richard Mo o Gov., Wil
Ham Seramton of Pentsylvanin

STRICTLY
PERSONAL

By SYDNEY J. HARRIS

shit redassuros us and makes
us feel combortablo: whal muas-
sages our egos and conlirms
o good opimion of ourselves
That s all that “1 know what
I lke" really moans

Every man, we say, s en-
Litled 1o his opinkon, Bat “opin
e s o tricky wobd: it shiukd
mean a Ureasoned view™ of a
udgment,”  aid bot  just
projdive, When a jodge hands
down an gpinion, 1 i based o
sometiung moere than s per-
soal preference, It rests upon
u teadition aod an ot glnieed
body of Knowledge in the fiekl
of | Jurispirdence

Nt overvone, of course. can
o or should be. an expert. Bul
all of ue have an obligation 1o
melrain  from  passing ofl oy
peejdices as “opinions. 1 we
g to o feothall game, and do
nol amderstand what ix huppen
ne on the Dok, we will g e
bend Io jadge the Teams or Lhe
players; bat Il we atlosd o

PRay. a conoerl or an opora
we are quick to veoulste oue
prejudices, defending them aa
our “opinioas.

They are opinins, e
Civse In cases they ale
not bised on anyibing bul s
jective preference, like choosing
vanlils  over chooolate e
cream. And it w the most pro
Toundly ubconsoling arrogance
of the common man that he can
cviluate ubeominon works with-
vul even the mininvam of ¢
pertise he would bring to a
sporting event,

“Wonder How Fierce HE 152"

Iy PETER EDSON
Newspaper Enlerprise Assn.
WASHINGTON INEA! — The

big thing to watch in'the month
ahead Is whether the United
States Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives can meet the chal-
lenge thrown at thelr feet by
President Lyndon Jehnson

He calls for actlon where the
Congress has wanted only de-
lay, He does not sel specilic
deadlines. But he wants civil
vights and tax Jegislation pow—
not liter

This is the master political
eralt=min of Capitol Hill peak.
ing—the man who is credited
with helieving that politics is the
art of the possible but knowing
better than anyone vise in Wash-
ing what is- possible.

Lyndon Johnson promuses not
o interfere with the indepen-
dence of Congress. Bul he now
ashs Congress to aet — lo act
wisely and vigorously, to act
speedily.

The prevatling sentiment in
Congress has been all the oth-
er wiy In the few doys since
Joln Fitzgerald Koennedy was
assdssinnted

M first there was a beliel
among some of the more pro-
gressive  lnwmakers that Cone
gross would forget ils petty po-
litical differences, unite and get
on with clearing up pending bus-
iness,

The bope wax that all the
appropriation bills could be ap-
proved to run the government
L pext July 1. that a compro
mise could be reached on ¢ o l-
lege and vocativndl education
bills, foreign aul suthoriastion,
and all the other hall-compluted
mensures still pending in con-
lerence between the two branch-
et of Congress

This was the minimum  pro-
gram. No thought was given
to possing the clvil righls oy
tax hills this year

Bul there alse has lhwen A
mare defeatist sentiment amony
sume leglsiators to adjourn Con-
press as soon as possible

I'he expressed excuse hias
been that, congressmen being
patly  human. they are tired
They hive been in session all
year. The work load assigned
1o them hiss been heavs. The
issues have been controversial
The men whose job it is 1o
write the laws wanted to go

EDSON IN WASHINGTON . . .

Johnson Challenges
Congress To Action

home and rest over the hob-
"}d_\:

The hidden but obvious ea-
cure has been thit the oppo-
nents of eivil rigols and tax
relovm and aid 1o wlucation and
medicare and all the wher un-
enacted programs of the New
Fromtier  have  deliberately
clogged the congressional mit
chipery so that there would be
no action on any of these mea.
sUres.

Members of the House luive
maintained that they have done
their work because they have
choared the tax bill and all the
appropriation bills for the year
except foreign aid, military con-
struction and public works—the
pork barrel il

The Senate has been blamed
for the delay because it has
cloared only (our appropriation
bills=Defense, Interior, Treas-
ury-1ost Office, Labor-Health,
Education and Welfare

Hut the House has been dil-
atory, teo, begislation whiceh
has passed the Senate but not
the House includes prea rede
vitlopment, Securities Exchinze
At amendments; fransportalive
rile changes, the wikderness
hill and joby training for unem-
ploved: vouth

And the civil rights bill is
now tied up in @ House Rules
Committee  =lowdown w hich
may dosm it for the year

Thore are; in [act, only 16
legislative days in December
hefore the Christndas holidays,
assuming that Congress Holds
ne Saturday sessions. It i= ar
pued that there bsn't time for
Copgress o elear its calendar
before the vear-end

The delaying tactic is to put
evervihing off till nest year
This is being attempled thivayh
a joint resolutbon which would
enable government agencics 1o
spend ol their last vear's ap-
propristion rate until Jan. 3
1964

The thought is that Congress
will complete action on appry-
priation bills alter # comes
hack neast year—seven months
ton late

Into this situation the now
President calls on Congress o
action now. He sums it up in
Ihree watds: Lot iy condinie
e cnide transintion put on
that fir Congresa s "G 1o
work

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON—Na opue who
has spenl even a brief time
with President Lyndon B. Johs
sofl csn doubt his remarkable
vigor

Eved for {he auditer a oin-
versation with the man who
was Senate majority leader and
then Viee President is a physi-
ral eaercise  While the visitor
sits beside his desk he takes
not ane but two telephone cally
simultandously, speaking brst
on one extension and then an-
other

He bounces up and prowls the
room with restless energy. His
podnts are made with !hatp om.
phasls as he speaks with ma-
chine-gun intensity, By way of
underseoring what he is saving
e pounds the desk and, Tewn
Ing forward, he grips the arm
of his listener to accentuate the
griovily of his words

The drive, the pace, as Lthe
lagt few critieal and demand.
ing dovs have shown. (8 nnflaz
ging. Yet, when this is said, Lthe
fact remams that in the cliche
so oilen used one bewrt heol
separptes the Presidency todoy
from House Speaker John Mg
Cormack. McCormack. who does
nol appear to be in the mpst
robust health, will be 72 years
old next month.

The fact, too, is that in July,
1955, Mr. Johnson sulfered a
severe heart attack. It was an-
nounced that be would be un.
able to resume his duties @
majority leader during the cur-
rent session of Congress, The
acling leadership role was tak-
en over by Sen Earle C. Cle-
ments of Kentucky, Twe muonths
alter the allack Johnson was
discharged from Bethesda Nuv-
al Hospital alter a report of
“steady improvement.”

BBy LYLE €. WILSON
United Press International
The lelt-wing Amoricans for
Democeatic Action (ADA which
sl up to maintain the princk
ples of FDIUs New Deal, was
unjustly accused by this cor-
respondent of failing o remark
(he succession of Lymdun B,
Johnson to the presidency with
an endorsing stotement o other
comiorting desd

Not so, protested ADA, aid
provided the Washington buread
of UPE with the text of an ADA
statement  lssyed  the allernoon
President  Kennedy  died  and
Johinson was sworn as his suc-
cossor. The text was ps lollows:
ADN  joins  the aatlon
shock ab the hotrible tragedy
which has cost the countey o
geeat President and the world
A wreat leader. To Mrs, Ken-
nedv and ber family we offer
oir  profound  svmpathy  To
Preswdent  Jdohnson we ‘extend
our olfer o vooperate in any
wiry which will belp him carry
the burdens of his offioe in this
troubled world. ™

That ADA oller of coogeration
15 nol exac a  thunderous
3 ] new Presi
WAL genuine—
0 subject 1o 8 qualifiestion
the  cooperativn probubily
must be on ADA terms. Jofin:
som will necd all of the cooperas
ton be can gt

W,

Letters To The Editor

States Stand

Parmit me (o repiv o youwr
recent editorind taking the At
orney Generil s ollive 10 135k
lor "obstructionism
ing that we *appe
ity the tole of being
tonist" " Yoo fail t
readers thut these variois opin-
jofs bo which vou objeol were
requested by sven o
siate  officlals aod loy
plits the Emorgoney Bosrd

nnd sl

Under the Dtepon Constitution
tie appropriatioh of mdmey is
responsibility of the
catsditure 1n making approps
atioms the Legisiative Assemmibils
determnes the amouwyl necded
by each cepartiment amd coiisid
ers each department to be equnl
v oontilied to Jf8 particulir
proprislam (o CaTy ol 1S

the =ple

There I
alloument of one ages:
titled to a higher pric
grealer dignity than that of an
olher This was the basis foe
the ruling that under
law cu by 11 BONRINK
state department budgets must
b at @ upiiorm percentage ke
wistemd of by sigling oul oo
tain departments for cols and
exemgling oihers

Therealte: personally  as-
sisled In redrawing the hil| ¢
make 3 constitulional and
sued a legal oplnson appcoving
e LUl which was therewpon

passed by the legisiature and
stgned by the governor. 1 would
lthe to point oat also that 1
have made suggestions lor
avoiding  the impasse
i involving t he

lease

Wherever possible | have o
wavs ‘endeavored to olfer con
sirudive suggest to moke
tie coriluet o stale 1
sl apd constituticnal

POl

Prayer Support

ically, the tragedy of our
s death fell alk
nst Gpon Thanksgiving. This
diay e sl aside for praver and
Iness o G, ontmumem-
! the Pilzrims and Lheir

Fresid

first objective and
swne of the lfound AL
pation yet there are those chi
pog diligentls awas to destros

Lhis
We have “In Ged We Trust
nled on dur miepey. We have

e ubder Giod ot e flag

e Dreal

nunaion

CasNE BANeas
Use ang lral
g Statidies sure @ large pe
ceiaze of ¢ i o
dligsis Wrain
A (o has et crealead over
praver oy the schools. What ex-

e mo e

actly 1= wrong with listening (o
& praver and Jearnin
ente. even if only an o
st ® There.are probably thou-
sanas of shert pravers: sultable
o reading in schoots that will
o erecd

It cemamly. could not hort
anyone to hear, each morming,
ssage read from the Bible,
which has tong been accepted as
one of the fioest works of liters
ature. There need be no Inter.
pretation, that is the jub of the
individual denomination W teach
s Even the most prmitive
recognice the need lor a 'God in
thewr cultute

It is time we reeviluite the
oundation o our atelty  and
sland lirm for the basic prince-
pale upon which our nation was
foundind.

Ethel B Zovely

B2 \uslin

BARBS

It spoils the fum of finding a
Auarter in the packel of a real
old pair of panis when vou re.
Alice it has lost half fis value,

If sou have two phones in
your home and want
ST (Augha, sien

wversabion of teen

agers
A\ music imirwcior savs that
about iwo per cent of the people
can really sing. That leaves 9%
per cent whe don't know jt.

When be had been in ofiice
only two months opon inhest-
ing the Presidency on the death
of Franklin Roosevell on April
1045, Harry 8. Truman sen! &
special message o Congross on
the Presidential succession. The
succession net, which had pot
been amended since 1886, pro
vided that following the Vice
President the office should pass
to the president pro lempore
of the Senate and then to the
Speaker of the House. Third in
line would be the Secretary of
State, with the other Cabinet of-
ficers Tollowing in the order of
their rank

The then president pro tem
of the Senate — the majority
member with the longest sers-
le—was Sen. Kenneth Mckel:
lar of Tennessee. Mekellar, who
concealed his age. had begun
his service in the Huuse in 1911
in the Semite in 1917. His In-
ereasing lrascibility and arbi-
trury exercise ol authority in
key committee posts led many
tr believe he was sullering
Llrom senility.

Truman proposed that the or-
der of 1886 be reversed and
the Speaker of the House put
first in line with the president
pro tem second, Spesker Sam
Rayburn was then 63 and re-
zarded as one of the wizest and
most knowledgeable men in the
colire government. One of his
prineipal allies in the House was
a rising voung Texas Congress
man named Lyndon Johnsun

Under the Trumén plin a ste-
cossor would bold office untll
the next Congressional election
or until & special election had
been ecalled. The House. eager
to endbrse this ribute to Ray-
burn, adopted the Truman fifo.
posal almost at once, omitting
e special election provision

M WASHINGTON CALLING . - -

Truman Author;d Bill

Not until June 27, 1847, did »
reluctant Senite follow sult

Jealousy, sentiment, indiffer-
ence hive stood in the way of
any realistic and far-reaching
action o the succession, The
issue has been cloudy and ctin-
fised from the beginning. The
Founding Fathers were unhap-
py with the suocession act ap-
proved in 7% when many of
the authors of the American
system were still in Congress
or the Executive branch

The president pro tem of the
Senate today is Sen. Carl Hay-
den of Arizoni. He Is 85 years
old. Neither McCormiack nor
Hayden bas had any experience
in foreign policy. Surely they
must both feel i sense of dreatl
that the Presidency in & lime
of fearful responsibility and ex-
traotdinury pert] might by some
tragic mischance devolve on
them

Surely, therelore, (his |5 the
time ta adopt a carefully
thought out plan of succession,
Congressional commitlees have
piled up reports on the subject
and political scientists galore
have analyzed it. A broad range
of propogsals Is at hand, They
could bhe considered  without
lengihy commilice hearings

“You assume,” o wise foreign
phserver once vemarked, “that
vour Presidents are lmmortal.
In view of the record It Is &
lalse assumption as well, In
view of the need for continuity
of government, a dangerous as-
sumption,"”

So much 18 convediently iz-
nored, including what happens
when & President is disabled.
Waoodrow Wilsun lay paralyzed
for & vear and a half and the
wovernment. too, wos paralyzed.
The risks today are infinitely
greater than they were then,

WASHINGTON NOTEBOOK . . .

It is not reasonable to bilieve,
hiwever, that Johnson can drive
the Democratic donkey  both
right and lelt at the same time
John ¥, Kennedy cunld not di
that nor could Harry S, Trumm
nor FDR, Soon, thevelore, Presi-
dent Johpson will need to hoist
his colors and to call the roll
of hig tyoops. Juhnson's widress
st week to @ junl session o
Congress mereiy postponed thit
dillicult day.

There 'was somoething lor just
about evervbody in the new
President’s message. 115 most
notable feature, however. was
the President's call and eiior
for unity, If Johnson can wnify
the Democratic party he will
have accomplished the almost
impossible. His magic probably
ts not equal to that task. Bui,
il any Demecrat could do it
Johason would be the man in
make the party lions ond lambs
lie down together

Johnson's message had more
lor some than (er others. ADA
and  the party leltwingers
siould be content with John
wm's pledge to carry oul the
Kemnedy program with spevial
cimphasis on the tax bill and
civil rights. Sen. Harry F. Byrd
IDWa.r and  his  economys
minded assoclates found some
goodies in the message. They
were commitments. to frugality
andd a due regard for the sound-
ness of the U.S, dollar.

Bul these commitments were
merely words. The message
overall, was m step with the
Mg spending Demoeratic tradi-
tion which, itscll, gves back to
the late Harry Hopkins' recipe
lov. political success Spend and
spend, Harry salll, tax and oy
and tax and elect and eleet
It has worked well, so far

BERRY'S WORLD

tl\/lessage PleasedMany

The congressional budgel bal-
ancers will await the develaps
ment of Johnson's program and
his now budget due in January
Belore aecepting as substantil
the new President’s helief In
cvonpmies In government, They
may find some comioit of &
negative Kind fn the Tact that
Johnson  did not  extend  his
Wessing nor hls olijectives to
I wide Borizons bBounding the
1060 Demoeratie platlorny,

On e maony extraordinary
promises contaived in that dog-
ument, the Democratic party s
as divided as it is on the best
publicieed issue of civil rights
But, A0 Jobmson develops a ten-
deney 1o flinch away (rom (e
platiorm. the Demotratie lefties
I.-.I[ tend 1o flinch away from
1m.

Almanac
By United Press International
Today is Tuesday. Dee. 3, the
With (day of 1963 with 28 to
{ollow
The moon is approaching its
st phase -
The eveninz stars are Jupiler,

Sat and Venus
On this day in history:

In 1818, llknois entered the
Union as the 2ist state.

In 1845, the nation learned
that mivrofilm of secret US.
documents had been found jo a
hollow pumpkin oo the farm of
Wihittaker Chamtiors

A thought for the day — The
sh stitestnin, Sir Winston
Churchill, suid Theee is no
nvestmenl lopf any com-
than putting milk ime

fuibies

o "Vve got en idea, George . . . I'll stop writing memos
to you if vou'll stoo writing memos to mel”




