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The Letters of F, Scott Fitz-
serald, edited by andrew Turn.
bull (Seribner's $100: These Jet-
lers from Fitzgerald 1o his
daughter, wife, author friends,
busingss associates and others
ufford a revealing look into the
personal  Jife of this  warm-
hea d troubled man. Whe-
ther he was giving advice to
hig daughter (Scottie) in college
or arguing with Maxwell Perk-
s of Seribner’s over a new
novel or discussing literature
with Edmund Wilson, Fitzger-
wld's  letters had  sumething
newsy  and interesting 1o say,
They leave the reader wishing
he could read the replies ton,
hul one can't have everything.

k

Ark of Empire, by Dale Van
Every {Morrow $i1: Americans
today are acvustomed to think
ol their country as one great
nation, whoke unity was suse
tuined by the Civil War. Few
realive how narrowly the coun-
iry escaped Balkunizotion in
its earliest VOar

Yan Every describes the eru-
clll period between 1784 and
1808, when the nation we knoi
took shape,

The “0ld Froptiee” felt no
partlcular loyally to the United
States, The settlers had to fight
their  own ‘revolutionary war,
mostly against Indian ralders,
ani they went on fighting it for
years alter the seaboard states
Iiad made their peace with Bril-
ain

All kinds of sthemes
cession, independently or in al-
lianee with Britain, Spain or
Frince were considered by the
weslerners,

In 1904, the fat really hit the
fire; western Pennsylve

for se-

, one of "the biggest In-
dian  armies cver sgen  was
massing in what t& now north.
western Ohio, and Britain was
apparently lining up with the
Indians,

“Ark of Empire” 1s an author-
itative, carefully researched ac-
count of these lavgely forgotten
but vitally important years. Al-
though complete In itsell, it s
also the third volume of a eon-
templnted tetralogy which Van
Every calls *The Frontier Peo-
ple of America.”

The Ronts of Evil, by Chris.
topher Hibbert (Little, Brown

Thete was a tme in
England when criminals werp
eommonly pilloried, tortured,
hanged, drawn, quartered and,
posthumously, gibbeted  with
their heads ¢ iyed on London
Beidge as a warning to others,
In 1, an Tnglish cook was
boiled to death for poisoning
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s ]Hnll-l'_\_' ol
such  olienders, their punish.
ment. crimes, and the means of
prevention employed from the

gathere

| first century AD, (o the pros.
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The book is admittedly ten-
dentions. Hibbert seoks tn prove
“that cruel punishments have
an inevitable tendency to pro-
duce cruclly in the people,” and
his argumertits are well drawn
At the same time, the hundyeds
of [acts and anecdotes which he
has gathered In 460 well docus
mented pages make good read-
ing and do not tediously argue

The Columbia Eneyelapedia:
Third  Edithon  (Columbia  Uni-
virsity Press $40.60)0: ‘This one-
solume compendiom of informa
tion about eve important  fa-
cot of hum r-l'li“\n!f‘(f_t' Cline
tains 24 7.5 million
words, 75,000 entries. The soe
ond edition came out in 1950 but
all kinds of events and chanpes
have ocourred since then miik.

ng L neces to rowrite the™
entire b ke it 200
pages  lon nlace
cvenis, sciof prastimes
e all afficient
I ual read.
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