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Finesse
Vs. Drop
By OSWALD JACOBY

Newspaper Enterprise Assn.
North had a miffhty good

hand and became really
when his partner re-

sponded one spade to his open-

ing club bid. As a result South
found himself in six spades be-

fore he had a chance to catch
his breath.

West opened the king of
hearts and shifted to a low dia-

mond. South won in dummy and
led the queen of spades. East
played the seven spot and aft-

er a little thought South went

up with the ace and lost his
slam.

South made the usual com-

plaint about bad luck, b u t

North seemed to think that
South had taken the wrong
play. North was correct. When

you hold a suit yo u

should finesse for the king.
This isn't anything brand

new or world - shaking. I imag-
ine that several million bridge
players know this, but I won-

der if many of them know just
how much better the finesse is
than the drop.

Here are the exact figures
from "Oswald Jacoby on Gam-

bling:" 37 per cent of the time
the king will be guarded in back
of the ace and no play will
work. Thirteen per cent of the
time the king will be singleton
in back of the ace and the drop
will work and the finesse will
lose. Thirteen per cent of the
time the king will be singleton
in front of the ace and cither
play will win. Thirty seven

per cent of the time the king
will be guarded in front of the
ace and the finesse will work
and the drop won't.

Thus the finesse works half
the time exactly as you would

expect. The drop play works 26

per cent, or only about one
quarter of the time and is

really inferior.
30

Q The bidding has been:
South West North East
1 Pass 2 Pass
Pass 2 3 3 IP

1
You, South, hold:

43 Z VA Z 4K J 7 6 A Q 9 8 7
What do you do?
A Bid four clubs. Yon don't

plan to ta to ram, but you
want to compete further and in
ease the opponents bid four
hearts you may want a club
openinr.

TODAY'S QUESTION
West bids four hearts. North

and East pass. What do you do
now?

Answer Tomorrow

School Board

Defends Letter
PORTLAND lUPIi - The

David Douglas High School
board refused Monday night to
halt publication of its newslet-
ter. "Young Schools."

The publication came under
fire from some residents of the
district became its October is-

sue came out before the Oct. IS

tax election and contained an
article on the referendum elec-

tion by State Hep. Richard
Eymann was

the sponsor of the tax program.
Opponents questioned the le-

gality of the school board publi-

cation and were upset over what

they said was a pres-
entation of the issue.

"We think it is a good way to
Inform the people," said Supt.
F'loyd Light. He said the publi-

cation will continue unless
someone proves It is against the
law.

Three Classes
Plan Reunions

SALEM The classes of IMS,
19S.1 and 115H will hold reunions

during Willamette 1'nivers.ily'j
Homecnmmg celebration Nov. 7,

8 and 9.
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