“School Reorganization Attempts Racked By Constant Dissension

By DAN WALTERS
Reorganization of Klamath

County schools was concelved as schools and then Klamath Union
a method of streamlining and im.[High.
proving the education of more| Although in comparison the

than 10,000 studenls.

But in the last several years,
gince the idea was put forth, thero

“hns been almost eonstant dissen-

~ ghon among educators, school Lrus-

tees and the public, Only rarely
“Yas thers been agreement, and
accord has come only at the price
pl radical compromise. Olten,
soreemient has been nuliified by
the sudden chanping of minds.

First altempts ol reorganization
broke down in utter failure, First
real steps ot reorganization have
been taken just this summer—and)|
these stops were painful for all
factions [or one reason or an-
other.

Even nlter boundaries for the|
proposed two new school districts
wire sel by tlie County Court, the
theea sihool boards found them-
selves in disagreement on the di-
visdon of school assets, In fact,
county and metropalitan  school
afficials have not even been ahle
to talk about division of assels
because they cunnot agres on
terms of school property value.

This disagreement even on
tetms is typical of the discord
that has marked school rearganis
ration efforts here in past years,
And there are np marked signs
that the situatlon Is changing.

Why this discord exists Is a
quiestion that has puzzled many
ohservers.

One answer might be a basle
distrust between city and county
school officlals, Thera have been
hints of this distrust on several
occasions,

It {5 Indicated that each side
belleves the other sida is out to
got something for nothing. Each
of the threp school, bosrds ine
volved |s pledged to protect the in-
terests of its constituents, and this
is being donp vigorously. But this
protection of interests often comes
ot the price of cooperation.

Tho idon of school reorganl-
zation. in tho county In recent
yoars was advanced In the late
10508,

The Legislature in 1087 passed
n bill aimed ab organizing all
farritory in the state into districls,
ench capible of educating stu-
donts (rom grade onas through
high schonl,

In Klamath County, the situas
tion was exactly as it is today,

This county was—and s—organ-
ized into three distnicts, each gove
ertied by 'n separate board of trus-
Loes,

School  District Ono  educales|
students in grades 18, Iis bounds.
ries run roughly the same as the
city limits of Klamath Falls,

School
Klamath Union High

complicated than others in the
stats, it contains the overlapping
features which the school reorgan-

mation of commitless Lo study re.
organization and recommend the

new schools be put before the
voters,

passed further reorganizution leg.
islation and thix appointed *the
county courts of the various coun.
tgs as commiltees Lo study reor.
ganization,

boards involved and for 13 more
Thursdays in a row, the three
boards met together. The boards,
plan acceptable to all.

matler of equalization

District Two operates|xehool
School, | whether they would join the coun-

county high achools after gradua-
tion from county elementary

Klamath sehool situation is less

lzation law was designed to elim-
Inate.
The 1057 law required the fors

best mothads of achieving o

Bul the Klamoth committee, af-
ter many months of study, could
not reach agreemont on a plan,
and dissolved when the reorgani-
zatlon law expired In 1062

About this time, Klameth Un-
jon High School began experience
ing l‘rn\\'r{m;; and it was [ITfJ]:InM.‘{]
that the high schonl distriet take
over the responsibility of educat.
ing eighth grade students, place
them with ninth graiers, and
build twe new junior highs {o ac-
commodate them, This would re-
move ninth graders from the high
school  building, muking more
room for 10h, 1t and 12th grad.
ers.

Another solution offered was to
build another high school,

Both plans were placed on the
ballot and rejecled by volers in
the spring of - 1962,

Finally, with both plans reject-
ed, and the situation at the high
schoal growing worse, a 20-mem-
her citizens committee was
formed, representing every civie
organization in the cily.

The committee met 13 Thursday
nights in & row and emerged with
the suggestion that the schools
throughout the county be reargan.
Ized before another hond issue [or

Meanwhile, the Legislature had

The Klamath County Court
sought the help of the three school

however, couldn’t come up with a

The boards wera stuck on the
of tax
funds.

Floally, a citizens committee
known as Single District Reorgan.
jzation called for the county to
become one big school district,
which would eliminate all ques
tions of equalization and division

the proposal was heavy, and In
the final tally, county volers over-
whelmingly rejected the plan,
4.080-547. The plan passed nar- |
rowly in the elementary disirict,
T06-618.

The defeat of the plan was
halled as a mandate from the

reorganization problem.

Just four days alter the election, |
the County Courl, in its function
45 a reorganizing commiliee
thaundary board), asked the three
schoal boards to submit a plan
for division of the county into two !

tricts on seven matlers pertaining) Bul even if the hasis for dis-

to reorganizatioh.

Most of these were technicalities
such as trustee eloctions and zon-
ing of the two proposed districts,
but one of the two points cone
corned the divigion of school

as|

|sets hetwoen the (wo proposed dis-|aps
people for another solution to lhe“r,m_ i fe In. el SuEEOAL sten B

Although the three boirds could
redch scparale recommendations
on other matlers, the County
Court insisled upon unanimous

cussion is setlled, the three fac-
{tions appear (o be widely sepa-
rated in thelr positions on divie
sion of nssels.

The Klamath Union board is
still concerned about its constitu,

will be cut out of the metropolitan
district by reorganization, It Is
maintained that these people,
who lave helped pay for Klam-
alh Union High School, will be

expanded  sulficlently. Tuition
would be paid to the melropolitan
district hy the other district un-
il the facilities are ready.

One puint that might make the
division of sssels easier Is the
rurial school law. Under this law,
which is now in effect, the budg
els of the two school districts
wouldl be determined and the levy
established. In each of the two
distriets half of the levy would
come [rom the district itself,
while the other hall would come

And years ol discussion, debate
and study may come in an end

New Stars

SAN FERNANDO, Calif. (UPI}
— Discovery of stars too faint to
be seen, hut detectible by use of
an extremely sensitive infrared
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Governor Won't Make
Flat Cut In Services

Discovered |

SALEM (UPI/—=Flat, across the, Appling said he would not ap.
board culs in state services will |prove such cutbacks
nol result if the tax measure 5| I would want lEme to make

defeated Oct. 15, Gov. Mark Hat|an exhaustive study of every op-
field sald today teration before 1 delermined

agreement on, the division of as-|forced (o foat another bond issue
sels, {for the enlarging of Henley High
And that's schere the situstion|to take care of the expected in-

from & county-wide levy, This
form of equalization was written

districts,

is hung up today
Again, joint meetings were held ;

§ | There have been seversl infor-|
in an ellort to reach a COmMMON imul meetings of administrators!
.\n[ullnn}u the problem, And BRAIN and hoard members, but the divi-|
:;::'ﬁ]r‘::"b;;’ic;’lgr"cm“”t "'m""":::::;:orf\lf assels problem is far from
The elementary school board| In [aet the Uiree Bourels can't
(Districl One) was In favor of the leven agroe upin lerms to use in
50 - called "Wiard Street plan,” |their neentiations.
and its position wos ;uppuucd The wo city districts have,
by the counly board. over (he yeurs, maintained a con.
This plan called for the {orma-[stant appraisal of thelr proper:
ton of one school district along [tes
the basic lines of the present ele.| But this has not been done in
mentary district, exeept it would county schoals,
include the Stewart . Lenox area| City officlals asked that an ap-
and the clementary imumlann-Isrulb‘a[ be done on countv schoal
would be extended cast and in-|properties, so discusslons can take

intn the law to allow taxes [rom
timber  lands be used [for
city schools to 5 certaln extent
This feature might make the [i-
nancial transition into two sehoal
districts less: painful,

credse in students

On the sume (oken, the county
beard is concerned about eother
suburban taxpayvers previously in
the County School Distriet who
will be forced In pay [or new ele-
mentary schools s they join the| 1f and when the three stthoal
metropolitan distnict in reorgan: |boards agree on a plan for divi-
lzation,

As it now stands, the “Wiard|data requested will be submitted
Streel plan™ will mean the city|lo the County Court, The court
sthools gain shout 700 elementary|then will draw up the final re.
students and lose ghout 600 high|organization plan and & hearing
school students o the rural dis-[will be called, -
Irict.

Divislon of assets will require
the exchange of money lo as

Alter testimony is recedved in
[the hearing, the County Court then

(sion of assets, it and the other|

telescope, was reported Wednes-
day by International Telephone|
and Telegraph Corp.'s federal lab.
oralories

Scientist Freeman Hall said the
extremely sensitive temperature-
measaring  instrument  used o
detect the newly discovered stars
also indicated that some stars
already known emit as much as
36 limes more inlvared radiation
that previously estimated
Noting that Lhe hotlest stars
emil bright visible Wght while
cooler ones emit heat waves with
much [fainter visible light, Hall
sail the heat - measuring (ole-
seope used in making the discov-
eries was =o sensilive Thjit meas-
urements sumetimes were inter-

He sabd If the Lax measure is
defeated "' would be required by
law 1o cit the budget. But | do
nol yet
be made. This would have to he
selective."” |

He added, “The repurts of pro-|
posed cuts submitted by various
stale agencies are for inlormation
and guidance only, and do not pec
ily mean that those are Lhe
vits that would be ordered |

Appling Commenis
Hatfield's comments were|
sparked by Secretary of State
Howell Appling Jr. at loday's
Board of Control meeting when he
sald il institution supetintend-
enls wint to put out these ideas
that's all right, but I'm pol going

know where culs would |

which cuts 1 would approve,” he
sdild

Appling sald “'m glad to hear
the gavernor clarily his positian
Nobody can say at this time what
specitic tems would be elimina-
tetl. But that's not the impros.
sion being given hy some state
agoncies,”

Belton Agrees

State Treasurer Howard Belion
sabd "1 oam  plad hear this
clarification, 1 would hesitate 10
vole o accepl these cuts,”

Hatlield said “T can't say now
which sgencies would be cut, or
whether they would be cut 10
per cent or 30 per cenl.”

He said the decision on whether
In call a special session would

o

clude all the area north of South
Sixth east to Wiard Strecl, All
the rest of the area in the county
waould be Included in the second
district,

Under the plan, the metropoli-
tan district would use the present
Klamath Union High School as its

high school’ facilities, The melro-
politan distriet would be smaller
than the present Klamath Union
district and thereby allow the use
of the high school building for a
number of years in the future
without construction of now fa-
cilities. 1t would mean, however,

place in an altmosphers of con-

nearly as possible make the re-

have to be made, and culs could

stant values,

But county olficlals refused to
do this, saying an appralsal wonld

organization equitable financially,

School officials expect that this
transler of students with reorgan-

decides the fate of the plan, If it

is approved by the court with any|rupted by heat from insects
changes arising from the hearing, |85 they flew past

the plan |s sent (o the State Board| At one point, the work was

to mislead the public.”
At the meeling. board sceres

depend on what action the legis-

of Education for study. The siate|disturbed when heated air cur.

tary Nick Peet submiticd a list|lature might take

ization will nol be a sudden thing,
but rather be temporiry as new
[acilities are constructed. For ex-
aumple, under  reorganization,

But city schoo) trustees are not|some students who belong to Hen.
inclined to do this after spending|ley might ‘attend Klamath Union
money for a constant appraisal.{High for a time until Henley is

be ton expensive. They suggested,
instead, thal insurance company
estimates be used as the hasis
for discussion

the construction of new ele-
mentary school facilities 1o take
care of students In the expanded
clementary school arca.

The "Wiard Street plan” was
strongly denounced hy members
of tha high school board,

High school board members
sald the plan would force many
ol their constituents in the area
south of South Sixth Strect to be
“sold down the river."

They said these people would be
forced to pay for the expansion
of Henley High School, although
they have already paid for Klam-
ath Union High, since they would
be eliménated (rom the metropali.
tan district.

The Klamath Union board pro.
posed that the melropolitan dis-
trict ba formed along the lines of
the Klamath Upion District

of assels,

Upon receipt of a polition, the
suggestion was placed on the June
10, 1084, ballot,

Volers in the cily elementary
district were (o chooso

grades 9-13. This district encom-|ty school district. County volers
passes the elementary district, but| were asked If they would accept
aleo ineludes portions of the sub-|the cily elementary distriet, 1f
urban area not in the elementary|both units approved the merger,
district the Klamath Union High School

The third school distriet Is the] Distriet would be eliminated and
County School district, which edu-|the county would be one big dls-
1121 trict, But rejection by either unit
throughout the rest of the county.| would doom the plan

cates  sludenls

In' grades

Some  county stidents attend
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Campaign both for and against

Roval Jude Aal,
toited

On The Record

MARRIAGE LICENSEY
Iamas Charles MeKanzl, 20, Greslinm
and Charlotie Masdy, 17, Warm Sorligy
Charles Whittala PRI, 73, Valley
Head. Ala. and Laurena E'igabath Weod,

vagrancy, 3100 fors

= |sought the advice of all three dis-

" |
Finally, in a surprise move, the

County.  School Board  switched
from the *Wiard Street plan™ ad-
vanced hy the elementary humr!|
to the “KU plan."

But this didn't sway the ele.
mentary board and the two plans
went to the County Court

The County Courl, alter study-
ing both plans, adopted the *Wi-
ard Steeet plan” o few months
agn. I

But the old bugahoo of equaliz- |
ing tax burdens didn't halt. [

The County Courl, alter adept-|
Ing  the “Wiard Street plan”

A COSTLY MISTAKE

WASHINGTON (UPI} — The |
General Accounting Olfice (GAD)
said Tuesday that the Tederal ROV- |
ernment was making a costly mis- |
take by venting Instead of owning |
s post oflice facilities |

A GAD report covering a study
of 9 postal facilities leased by
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GUN STORE

9-Pc. DAVENO and
CHAIR GROUP

HERE'S WHAT YOU GET:
| ® Handsome daveno with double
spring construction . . . S-year
guarantee . . . seats 3 comfort-

@ Large, roomy matching club chair!

® 2 step-end tables!

@ Matching cocktail table!

® 2 gorgeous table lamps and shades!
® 2 decorator pillows!

board will check the plan for com-
pliance with the law and other
factors, \

Finally, if the plan is given ap-
proval by the slate board, it will
be voled upon by the people of
Klamath County,

REG. $300

199

Pay Only $2 a Week!
ably . . . opens to make a double bed!

rents rose from a cigarelte burn
ing 50 feet away

The sclentist suggested Lthat
the discovery may require modi-
fication of present theories on the
evolution of the stars and the

proposing §7 million in culs {rom
the $50 million board of control
supervised state institutions. !
“If the tax measure is deleated
this is not going to be ecasy, It|
will result in serious cutbacks,”

universe.

[}

Peet said. |

YES...it's true...a whole living room full of decorator
furniture . . . for less than you'd expect to pay for the major
piece alone! Naturally...such value is only at...
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. fabrics . . . S.year guarantee .
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Pay Only $2.50 a Week!

seats 4., . opens to make spn:;ous bed for twel
® Deep-comfort matching chair and ottoman ... will

sleep one more!
® Smoking Stand
@ 2 step-end tables!
® Matching cocktail table!
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® Magazine Rack
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Klamath Falls
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Appling insisted cuthacks would
have to bhe selective, with pus.
sihly some services eliminated
and others receiving only minor
adjustments,

Copies of the proposed cutbacks
were not released Lo the press

FANTASTIC SAVINGS! TOWER FURNITURE'S

BIG ROOM GROUP SALE




