Marker To Note Arrival Of Fur Trader At Link River In 1857

By RUTH KING |lay with fcy glaze in the hollows|can Colonists with the dedication
The journey had been a long{to lorment unwary mules. lce-[of a bandsome marker on Oct
one for fur trader Martin Frain|rimmed streams and lakes stilll12
before he arrived on the west|fretted al winter's bondage and| 1t is to be placed near the spot
bank of Link River on that April|it was with relief that Martin{where Frain reached the eas|
30 in 1857 with his train of five|Frain led his animals through
mules laden with trinkets a n d|meadow grasses showing hint of
blankets to barter for furs. new growth beside Lhe stream.
The mountain trails had been| The arrival of Martin Frain,|loric Baldwin Hotel
winding and narraw. The forests |first permanent [ur tradet, Is to| The ceremony at 10:30 am. will
had been dense, and snow,|be commemorated by Klamathibe open to the public. The mark-
decp as a man's hip bones, still|Chapter Daughters of the Ameri-ler will be the first one placed

from Payne Alley and the his-

s

COURTLY GENTLEMEN — Martin Frain, first permanent fur trader in the Klamath
country, bought five mules in Yreka and arrived on the banks of Link River April 30,
1857, I+ was in the afterncon, say historians, and Indians in the valley had been
alerted by "two smokes' that they could trade furs for beads and blankets. Indian
women on tightly woven mats paddled Frain's wares across the stream with their feet
thrust +hroug?| hales in the mat used as paddles. He set up shop under a rocky ledge.
The Indians, gathered at the “right time of the moon,’ were ready to trade their skins
for the trappings. By sundown they had disposed of 1,200 furs, a fortuna in those days,
and were ready for a night-long "odd or even'' game using beads for menay, By morn-
ing, most of the men an; women had lost to a lucky few. Martin Frain, who lived to be
70, is buried in the Way Cemetery on the top of Topsy Grade.

MODERN DAY FURS — Members of Klamath Chapter, Daughters of American Col-

onists, will dedicate a marker on Saturday, Oct. |2, in maemory of Martin R. Frain,
"Pioneer Fur Trader." The plaque will be st in Veterans Memorial Park near the site
on Link River whers Frain landed. Wearing medarn furs, left ta right, are Mrs. Arch
G. Proctor, Oregon State regent and member of Klamath Chapter DAC; Mrs. Charles
K. Wells, Klamath Chaptar regent; Mrs. Charles J, Martin, marker committes member,
wearing a silver fox fur from animals caught on shores of Upper Klamath Lake, and
Mrs. Roland E. Wright, Klamath Chapter chairman of markers and memorials. The dedi-
cation will also honer Mrs, Proctor and Mrs. Wells during Patriotic Education Week,
baainnina Qet. 12

MORE FURS EXHIBITED — Laft to right are King Quadsworth, Martin Rederick Frain,
in later years of his life, Mike Haley, man by the names of Kessler, and Georga Frain,
The plcture was faken by J. 5. Wintemute, "Partrait and View Artist,” probably in Yre-
ka. Skins of twe raccoons hang among other skins on the wall. Mountad head in center
holds Indian bow and arrow. Implements usad by Indians ara also in the picture, White
men frequently found skulls of iribe membars killed in battle or who had lost thair lives
by other maans.
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A GREAT LAKE — Martin Frain, fur trader, saw Klamath
[ Tlamath) Lake just 11 years after it was discovered by
the explorar John C. Fremont on his second expedition
into Oregon country in |844. It is probable that many
of the furs, coyots, raccoon, fox, bear, bobcat and oth-
er species he bought by barter from the Indians, were
caught on the shores of this lake and in the surrounding

forests and marshes. The picture was drawn by a man
named Kerns who accompanied Fremont on this expedi-

tion. The drawing was made from a point probnbh" near
Moore Park where the explorars ware then gathered,
Wocus Bay is fo the left, the nigh promontory to the
right is the present site of Shippington and Link River
flows from the lake nearby.
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BITSY FRAIN — Mrs. Martin Frain of the Shasta Tribe
became the wife of the fur trader and mother of his five
| children. She remained with them while her husband
| traveled afar on business while they were young. She
died befors the last two childran were grown,

WARES FOR TRADING — This picture was taken about
1898 at Klamath Het Springs in MNorthern California
when that country and Southern Oregon were good hunt-
| ing arounds for fur bearing animals. Look closely and
determine the variety of pelts that Martin Frain, right,

| had purchased to be sold later in city markets. Large
black skin at right is bear. Also note huge trap at lower
left. Youth at left is Alphonso Frain, Martin's son. Man
in centar is unidentified. Picture is from collection of
Wran Frain, Martin's son who lives in Klamath Falls.
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