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"He Stuck in His Thumb and . . ."
Landis Case Brings

Enforcement Scrutiny

Facing Our Problems

fraud or other evasion of federal
lax liability taken to court is

tried before one of 400 district
judges. Circumstances and
amounts involved in each case

vary and so do the judges who

hear them. There is no uniformi-

ty in the decisions they hand down,

except those imposed by the lim-

its of the law.
In 1961 Department of Justice

recommended the first judicial
seminar in Boulder, Colo. The
purpose was to get judges, in
closed sessions, to come to some

agreement among themselves on
sentences they hand down in va-

rious types of cases.
IRS Commissioner Mortimer

Caplin's report for the fiscal

year ending June 30, 1962 last
one available shows that 1.5 mil-

lion tax delinquency investigations
were conducted. Taxes, penalties
and interest brought in from 0

of these probes totaled $165

million. But the average was

only a little over $176 on each re-

turn.
Last year IRS had to handle

about 350 million pieces of paper.
It can't check this much business

manually. On the 96 million re-

turns filed, information indicating
fraud, delinquency or other civil

or criminal violation of the tax
laws was obtained on about 0

cases.
The 125.000 cases were reduced

to about 15.000 considered the
most important. About 4,000 of

these were then investigated in

depth by the 1,750 special agents
of the IRS Intelligence Service.
Of the 4.000. only 1,200 were rec-

ommended for prosecution.
This situation is going to be

completely changed when Uie IRS

automatic data processing ADP
is fully operational in 1968. It

will then be possible to check ev-

ery return and catch every de-

linquent. This will make possi-

ble more uniformity in tax law

enforcement.

By PETER EDSON

Washington Correspondent
Newspaper Enterprise Assn.

WASHINGTON (NEA) Echoes

are still bouncing around on the
y imprisonment of former

Harvard Law School dean James
M. Landis for failure to file in-

come tax returns for five years.
Tax experts recognize there is

an important moral principle
here, as well as a legal question.

The successful functioning of the

American voluntary income tax
assessment system is based on
the assurance of people who do

pay their taxes that those who

evade payment are forced to pay
up and given just punishment.

Landis's excuse for not filing
returns from 1956 through 1960,

when he had average income of

over $70,000 a year, was that he

was so busy with his clients' busi-

ness he didn't have time to take
care of his own. Also, it w a s

brought out in court that he was
under psychiatric treatment.

When formal charges were filed

against the former high govern-
ment official, he admitted guilt,
paid up $94,000 in back taxes,
penalty and interest due in full.

So the government lost nothing in

the long run.
In tlie light of this record, Uie

question being discussed now is
whether the sentence handed down

by Federal Judge Sylvester J.
Ryan in New York district court
was fully justifiable, too heavy
or not heavy enough? And is it

comparable to sentences handed
down to others found guilty in

similar cases?
Internal Revenue Service en-

forcement officials say frankly
they don't know whether the Lan-

dis decision has any precedents or
not. They don't keep their rec-

ords that way. Neither does the

Department of Justice, which docs
the prosecuting. Nor do the courts
keep records nationally.

Every case of delinquency.

hints of an under-the-tabl- e deal, of conniving.
Actually, compromise can, and often does,

mean just the opposite.
It can mean that persons or groups or

races with conflicting views have put public
welfare above personal pride and prejudice,
and have yielded a bit to reach agreement
that may save many acute inconvenience if
not actual harm.

It is true that Webster defines "compro-
mise" as "a surrender." But he first defines
it as "a reciprocal abatement of extreme de-

mands or rights."
The key word here is "extreme."
It has become standard operating proce-

dure in America for both sides in a dispute
to enter bargaining sessions with demands
that are obviously extreme and often imprac-
tical of attainment.

The intent, of course, is to demand the

impossible and come away with the acceptable.
This strategy may be a trifle devious and

unquestionably But it gets
the job done more often than you'd think
IF both parties involved are willing to com-

promise.
The device of compromise is no Johnny-come-latel- y

gimmick.
Two hundred years ago Edmund Burke,

Britain's great statesman and orator, said:
"All government indeed, every human bene-
fit and enjoyment, every virtue and every
prudent act is founded on compromise and
barter."

He was referring, of course, to honorable
compromise and barter.

America needs, and needs badly, the ca-

pacity to settle its internal conflicts before
they get out of hand, as they too frequently do.

A good way to help acquire this capacity
is for each of us to develop and use a spirit
of give and take, a willingness to surrender

in the public interest, to substi-
tute humility for stubborn pride and under-

standing for prejudice.
Even a casual review of the national and

international situation will confirm the sus-

picion that we have no time to lose.

. A nation or a society which is not able
or willing to solve its problems cannot en-

dure.
This is as obvious as it is indisputable.
America today is assailed from without

and within with problems and threats that
are, perhaps unequaled in its history.

: It is spending billions of dollars and in-

vesting billions of work hours year in and year
out to protect itself against the problems from
without.

Is it doing as much to save itself from the

problems from within?
; The answer has to be "no."
' The country is torn with internal discord

and strife worker against employer, group
against group, race against race.

Apparently, we Americans lack the capa-

city to resolve these conflicts. At least, we

have not resolved them.
And this failure is perhaps the gravest na-

tional danger of all.

; Take the railroad crisis, for example.
: This threat to the national economy and

welfare should have been met long ago. Ma-

chinery to settle it should have been available
and put to use as soon as it became apparent
that the two sides could not or would not
reach an agreement under their own power.

: disputes should never
be permitted to endanger the public health,
the public safety, the public welfare, the pub-

lic economy, or even the public convenience.
: Yet we have endured and tolerated over

the years prolonged work stoppages in news-

papers, public utilities, civic services, trans-

portation, and even in schools and hospitals.
: We seem as a nation and as a society to

be strangely and tragically lacking in capaci-
ty ;to settle civil rights issues which have
been simmering for more than a century, and
which now are boiling.

; We seem to lack the capacity and even
the desire to give and take, to compromise.

: To many Americans, "compromise" is a

dirty word.
; It suggests that someone has chickened

out. It implies a surrender of principle. It

S. WHITE

Sense Approach

WASHINGTON REPORT . . .

Negro Downtrodden

Under Gastro Regime

munist head of South Viet Nam,

Ngo Dinh Diem, because of his

alleged "persecution" of the Bud-

dhists. They thus also would throw

away a military victory over in-

vading Communist guerrillas.
They can see noUiing good in

Diem, though he is the only Viet-

namese politician in sight with
the known capacity to continue
American-backe- resistance to the
Communists.

The want
Mr. Kennedy to go along with

everything Diem may do, how-

ever divisive. Since lie is indis-

pensable to the anti - Communist
cause we must not lay a finger
on him to check excesses which

threaten to hamper the military
action itself.

Happily, however, President
Kennedy has promised not to be
led up cither of these blind al-

leys. He has proclaimed the only
rational policy: Whatever helps
win the war over the Communists
we will support; whatever inter-
feres with it we will oppose. We
are not going to oust Diem to

please one crackpot wing here at

Couldn't Care Less

home, nor will we sit by silent,
and see Diem go on making avoid-

able mistakes, to suit the other

crackpot wing.
The President has been under

much criticism, a criticism in
which this columnist has not al-

ways been behindhand. He is
therefore entitled to great cred-

it for his decision, since it will

please nobody but the moderates
who rarely talk up as they

should. Most deeply it displeases
the Democratic which
has generated a shrill passion
against Diem in its invariable re-

coil from any leader anywhere
who believes in killing armed
Communists rather than endless-
ly "negotiating" with Hhem.

Saluted, too, must be Roger
Hilsman, Assistant Secretary of
State for Far Eastern Affairs.
Hilsman, a wartime guerrilla
lighter with Merrill's Marauders
and now a policy planner who is

sensibly "tough," has long been

carrying this mess on his plate
in stout refusal to panic in cither
direction.

Weeks of careful inquiry indi-

cate that the actual situation in
Viet Nam comes to this: The

Buddhist rebellion against
Diem, a Christian, is undeniably
profiting the Communists. Certain-

ly they exploit it. if they did not

help to start it. He was right to

put it down, to Uie considerable

degree that it is a political putsch
and not a legitimate expression of

religious grievance.
Diem has. however, sometimes

gone too far in the means by which
he has put it down and this is

doing no good at all, least of all
to the joint Diem - American
war plan. For one illustration,
l.'i of his 17 top field officers
are basically Buddhists, and any
continued Diem extremism
against the rebelling Buddhists

might bite deep into allied mili-

tary morale.
Common sense dictates that

we moderate Diem to whom we
have pawned the lives of 14.000

American troops just as com-

mon sense also dictates that we
not be stampeded into some hys-
terical that would

help nobody hut the Communists.

(The Sun, Baltimore)
The seed was planted and the golden

grain was harvested 40 million bushels of it.
It was shipped off to the grain elevators and
the farmers got their subsidy for it. Later it
was carried to the ports and loaded onto ships.
Ship after ship started forth over a period
of four years with its cargo of surplus grain
consigned to Austria part of one of those
barter deals that the governments engage
in.

Of all the thousands involved in this
transaction, no one ever bothered to inquire
whether the grain got there. Then around
last Christmas, as we get the story, an agri-
cultural attache in the United States Embas

sy in Vienna happened to glance through a

batch of reports of grain shipments consigned
from the United States to Austria. The total
came to 40 million bushels, which seemed
just a bit out of scale since it amounted to six
bushels for every man, woman, child and
new-bor- infant in Austria. He asked some-
one about it and so in time it developed that
24 million of these 40 million bushels had
disappeared en route and never got there.

So the State Department and the De-

partment of Agriculture sat on the story for
six months. How did the story finally leak?
We don't know, but we can guess that some
jobholder in on the secret thought it just too
good a joke to keep to himself.

STRICTLY

PERSONAL

f'1 WASHINGTON CALLING . .

WILLIAM

Common
I

By WILLIAM S. WHITE
WASHINGTON - The Ameri-

can position in South Vict Nam
which is to say the free world's
position in the fateful battle to

halt creeping Communist military
aggression in Southeast Asia is

looking up.
Given luck and a determination

by the American people not to
contribute by an ounce to either-o- r

pressures on this government
coming from both left and right,
we may yet come out with a sig-

nificant victory.
The biggest change in atmos-

phere proceeds right from the
White House. President Kennedy
has now made it plain that he
docs not propose to lose the war
out there by yielding to the loud
and foolish demands of cither
screeching pacifist liberals or
bellicose here
at home.

The liberals now in spirit im-

pertinently joined by Secretary
General U Thant of the United

Nations, though the matter is none
of his business want Mr. Ken-

nedy to throw out the anti-Co-

By SYDNEY J. HARRIS

The words "nervous tension"
and "modern living" have become
almast synonymous these days,
but 1 wonder if it isn't some-

thing more than the relentless
pace of industrial society that is

responsible for those sagging,
sour (aces on the homebound

train.
This may astound those who

arc unacquainted with the facts
of history, but the serf of the

despised Middle Ages worked less

hard and less intensely tlian the
modern American, with his high
standard of living and his eight-hou- r

day.
A good case could be made

out, in fact, for the contention
that we work harder than any
other tree people Uie world has
ever known. During Uie last 300

years, the number of holidays in

tlie Western year has shrunk In

almost nothing.
In the ancient Greek calendar,

there were more holidays than
working days. The early Egyp-
tians and the Jews had an abun-

dance of leasts and festivals

throughout the year some of

them extending tor a full week
The Roman dies (est! were of

three kinds, ami were quite nu-

merous. Tlie first kind was ob-

served regularly, like our Sun-

day: tlie second kind was ob-

served annually, on days fixed bj
tlie authorities, like our Thanks-

giving: ami tlie third kind was

publicly proclaimed as occasions
called for them. Tlie latter were
extremely frequent.

During tlie Middle Aces, one
third of tlie days in the year
were given over to leasts and fes-

tivals; so Hut. while the workuig-ma-

may have labored 12 or It
hours a day, he rested on one

day out of three.
Tlie average lile. llion. was

to Uiat of a modern train
conductor, who may wwk a Ion?
run from Chicago to New York,
and then lay oil for a couple of
days.

As learn more about I h e

Congress Studies Itself

complex operations of the body
and its relationship to the mind

and the emotions, wo may dis-

cover Uiat the ancients had a

sounder view of the human or-

ganism than w e do and that it is

tlie unremitting pressure of

toil Uiat creates weak-

ness and breakdown, rather Ulan
sustained effort over a long
number of hours.

Most of the effective men I

have known, in business, science
or Uie arts, work hard and long

but take frequent and extended
vacations throughout the year.
Routine can be a deadlier ene-

my of social development than
relaxation.

false. Before Castro, no one had

to remind me in Cuba that I was

a Negro, because the racial prob-

lem did not exist. We all lived like

one great, big family."
A similar tale is told by Denis

Evans, another Negro who re-

cently fled Castro's humane so-

ciety. He said tens of thousands
of Cuban Negroes have applied
or permission to leave the island.

All have been mrned down.
Juan Corbes Ibanez reports that

Castro recently invalidated the

passports of several thousand Cu-

ban Negroes. An explanation is ot-

tered by Oscar Paez and Carlos
Lluch, former sugar mill work-

ers now living in Miami:
"Never has the Negro been

exploited more. But the Commu-
nists won't let them out because
they know a Negro exodus would
be a major setback for their
propaganda."

Nelson Rockefeller is not the
only member of his family to an-

tagonize Republican professionals.
Brother Winthrop, perhaps t h e
richest man in all Arkansas, has
been severely criticized by Arkan-
sas Stale Chairman Wiiliam L.
Spiccr and Henry Britt, the par-

ty's general counsel.
Rockefeller, says Spicer, has

tried to usurp the duties of the
GOP State Central Committee. He
has irritated many by his dogged
preference for brother Nelson. Ex-

plains Spiccr, "If Barry Goldwa-Ic- r
is the nominee in 1964. the

Republican Party will carry Ar-

kansas for the first time."

Almanac
By United Press International
Today is Tuesday. Sept. 24. the

2S7th day of 1963 with 98 to fol-

low.
The moon is approaching first

quarter.
Tlie morning star is Jupiter.
Tlie evening stars are Jupiter

and Saturn.
Those born today include John

Marshall, chief justice of the
f. S. Supreme Court or 34

years, in 1755.

On this day in history:
In I8fi9. the "Black Fridav"

panic hit Wall Street as a result
for an attempt by financiers
Jay Gould and James Fisk to
corner the gold market.

In 1934, Babe Ruth made his
last appearance as a regular
player with the New York Yank-
ees.

In 1955. President Dwight Eis-
enhower suffered a heart attack
while vacationing in Denver,
Colo.

In 1959. President Eisenhower
and Soiet Premier Nikita
Khrushchev met at Camp David
for talks Uiat resulted in Uie
friendly "Spirit of Camp David"
btfwijrci tin, two kpdvs-

By FULTON LEWIS JR.

WASHINGTON In January of

this year, Patricia Robinson, a

young resident of New Rochelle,

N.Y., joined other militant sup-

porters of Fidel Castro in picket-

ing Attorney General Robert Ken-

nedy. The reason: Kennedy's Jus-

tice Department had mapped

plans to prosecute William Wor-

thy, a newsman, for un-

authorized Cuban travel.
In July of this year, Miss Rob-

inson asked the State De-

partment for permission to visit

Cuba, as a reporter representing
the Washington a

newspaper her family owns. The

permission was granted.
The has run an

astounding report from
Miss Robinson in which there is
no mention of Communism, of
Soviet troops or Chinese techni-

cians. Instead the Cuban people
are said to have chosen "a new

political and economic system,
where each shall be rewarded to
his need and from each shall
be demanded according to his

ability."
One of the revolution's great-

est accomplishments. Miss Robin-

son writes for her Negro readers,
is creation of a "new humane so-

ciety" i not to be confused with
tlie American Society for tlie Pre-

vention of Cruelty to Animals
in which tliere is no segregation.
That assertion is flatly contra-
dicted by thousands of Cuban Ne-

groes in Miami who have formed
the Association of Cuban Exiles
of the Colored Race.

The leaders of that group in-

sist there was no segrcgaUon be-

fore Fidel Castro took over. Dic-

tator Fulgencio Batista, as a mat-

ter of fact, was part Negro. Ne-

groes occupied high positions in
the government and in the armed
forces. Cuban's greatest military
hero, Antonio Maceo, was a Ne-

gro, and the Cuban National Day
of Mourning is celebrated on the v

anniversary of his death, Dec. 7.

1S96. Maceo, known popularly as
the Bronze Titan, achieved the

highest rank in the Cuban revo-

lutionary forces that fought tlie

Spaniards for their country's in-

dependence. He is revered in

Cuban history.
Prior to Castro there was no

discrimination in the professions
or civic life. There were no "dis-

criminatory practices in hiring or
firing. That situation has now

changed. A Negro.
Juan Corbes Ibanez. recently fled
Cuba in a small boat. He told Mi-

ami reporters: "I had to abandon
Cuba because the black race has
been relegated to a position of

inferiority. Neerocs are constant-

ly watched. If caught conspiring
against tlie regime they are sum-

marily $hot without trial.
"Castro wishes to make it ap-

pear that his government is for
the colored rai-e-

. That is totally

Rules Committee. The word from
(lie House side of the Capitol,
where Howard W.

Smith ID., Va.) presides over

rules, is nothing doing.
Sen. Joseph S. Clark (D., Pa.,

the most forthright Congression-
al critic of Congress, says he will

try when his resolution comes up
on the Senate floor to count the
House out and make it a Senate
operation. If he succeeds there
will at least be an inquiry.

This happened last in 1946 Two
conscientious men. Sen. Mike
Monroney (he was then in the
House and the late Sen. Robert
M. LnFollettc Jr., put through
a reform bill which brought some
changes. Clark and the

of tlie present resolul ion, Son.
Clifford Case iH., N.J.I, point out
that the LaFollctlc-Monrono- in-

quiry operated under a similar re-

striction excluding rules and pro-
cedures. So tliey hope for a net
gain even tliough the frame ol
reference is narrow,

Tlie reforms that critics both
in and out of Congress put for-

ward match the abuses these
same critics cite First and fore-

most are unlimited debate tlie
filibuster and the custom of
seniority in the selection of com-

mittee chairmen. Tlie first is writ-

ten into Senate Rule 22. requiring
a s vote to shut oil
discussion. This means tho South-

erners ,wiUi a little help from
conservative Republicans can go
on talking as long as they can
muster enough voices to hold
the floor Indefinitely. That is tlie
tactic they will try against the
civil rights bill.

Seniority is untouchable because
this Is the means by which a

few men go on year .after year
exercising the power to delay
and obstruct. These conunittee
chairmen, whose average age is

nearly titi, would have to, approve
any substantial change in the
system. They show no signs of

voting themselves out of power.
Senator Case in ,a reform bill

has promised some modifications
of the brassbound system. Kor

example, lie would set the time
limit on committee consideration
of legislation proposed, by the ex-

ecutive. Within, say, 30 days
measures sent from the While
House would have to be cither
forwarded to the floor or reject-
ed. That would put a restraint
on tlie current custom which is
simply to bottle up at least

of the proposals that go
into the Congressional hopper.

Clark attacks the Senate estab-
lishment itself in a hook of that
title, just published, comprised
of his ami oilier speeches on re-
form. This riuiadclphian with an
upper-cas- e background hits the
old club spirit which is tlie ulti-

mate heresy. He proposes Uiat
an age limit be put on commit-
tee chairmen. He proposes a com-

mittee bill of .rights providing
that a majority of members be
allowed to convene meetings, call
up bills for consideration ami
shut o(( debate of issues in ex-

ecutive session.
These and other detailed pro-

posals go to tlie heart of monopo-
ly power. And that is why Uiey
seem to have little chance of

acceptance. But Congress is feel-

ing the hot breath of public opin-
ion and a first .small step has
leen taken.

Bv MARQUIS Cllll.nS
WASHINGTON-La- zy, indiffor-cn- l,

Inefficient, venal, outdated
these are some of the epithets

that with Increasing frequency
over the years arc heaed on Con-

gress.
So tarnished is the image that

Congress itself lias begun to no-

tice. With editorials and cartoons
hitting hard at the slothful pneo
of the present session a first

stop has been taken to de-

termine what reforms might help.
Hut this step is so hedged around
with barriers protecting the worst
abuses that its usefulness is ques-
tionable.

Tho contempt for Congress and
the state legislatures Is such that
it seems to reflect a distrust of

representative government. The
institution, as a few members of

Congress realize. Is not sacred.
The power to nullify and obstruct
has in other lands proved to be
also the power of

The Senate Rules Committee ap-

proved a concurrent resolution

establishing a Senate-Hous- e com-

mittee to study tho organization of

Congress. But Hie resolution says
that the committee six
from each body is not (repeat
not I to consider "rules, parliamen-
tary procedures, practices or
precedents." This is like a police
chief telling a precinct captain
to Investigate a series of rob-

beries in his district but to

inquire into (lie means that were
used.

Moreover, nothing could bel-

ter illustrate tlie
of Congressional procedure

than the probable (ate of this
resolution. To be ef.'eclive H must
be approved also by the House

U'fiitf isn't it, comraJt , . , babutbkut mr

becoming fosbionabtt in Amtric!"
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