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HOLMES ALEXANDER

They're Off Again Conservatism Rates

n . Mountain States
'

A National Disgrace
; The record-breakin- g traffic toll over the

Labor Day holiday weekend has proved one

thing beyond a doubt. ,

;
; Whatever is being done to prevent traffic
accidents in this country isn't enough.

It doesn't even come close to being
'.'enough. '

A civilized nation has to ask itself some

questions when 560 of its citizens lose their
lives in celebrating a holiday ironically ded-

icated to better and happier living.
: Questions such as:

la our whnln attitude

If it's immoral to point a gun at some-

one because you've had too much to drink,
ish't it immoral to point a car at someone for
the same reason?

If it's immoral to try to bribe a pub-

lic official, isn't it immoral to try to bribe a
traffic officer?

(Or is it impractical to try to induce peo-

ple to drive more sanely by appealing to
their morality?)

Is traffic law enforcement in this coun-

try ineffective and in many instances
as to be almost worthless?

too many traffic judges around the
too reluctant to remove drivers from
when it's obvious they don't belong

Should the government take a strong-
er in stopping highway slaughter?

when the people demand the an-

swers those questions and help provide
the traffic toll will come down

,

It pays to go a little further
on these two Democratic Sena-

tors. In January Moss voted with
the Far Left in an effort to
change Senate Rule 22, which al-

lows nearly unlimited debate. Mc-G-

voted with the Far Right
and the traditionalists to keep
Rule 22.. He tells me that this
caused him to be blacklisted by
the NAACP, but that he felt a
small state, or any minority, de-

serves parliamentary protection.
Moss and McGee divided again

over support of the private enter-
prise communications satellite, the
Telstar. McGee supported Telstar
because he felt its opponents were
engaged in a vendetta against the
American Telephone and Tele-

graph Company. Senator Church
went along for Telstar with Mc-

Gee and against Moss.

What we seem to have is three
Republicans who are solidly con-

servative. We have three Demo-

crats who are predominantly lib-

eral, but two of these are capable
of supporting conservative posi-
tions on sizable issues.

The most liberal of the Demo-

crats, Moss, has the lowest elec-

toral percentage. The most con-

servative Republican, Simpson of

Wyoming, holds the highest elec-

toral percentage, 57.8 per cent,
among the - six senators from
these three states.

Although this is little more than
a spot check, it does indicate

something. The Mountain States,
despite much temptation to take
the federal dollar, are part of
the conservative movement as we
near another national election.

By HOLMES ALEXANDER
WASHINGTON, D.C. - In that

shoulder of the Rocky Mountain
West that contains the states of

Idaho, Utah and Wyoming, the
six senators are evenly divided be-

tween the two parties, and they're
significantly divided on the great
question of whether our domestic
economy goes free or goes into
colonial bondage to the Federal
Establishment.

For example, on final passage
last June for extending and in-

creasing the Area Redevelopment
Administration, Republican Sena-

tors Jordan (Idaho), Bennett
(Utah), and Simpson (Wyoming)
all voted against the ARA. The

matching Democrats Church,
Moss and McGee all voted to ex-

tend the federal spending and con-

trol.
In July, the same line-u- p held

for extending Federalized electri-
cal power by building the Burns
Creek dam on the Snake River.

This sort of rundown could be
continued with much the same
tabulation on many testing
calls. It seems to show an even
division of liberal - conservative
representation in these typi-

cal Western States.
But such is not quite the case if

we probe a little deeper. Senator
Moss's liberal votes are cast by a
man who was elected in 1958 by
only 38.5 per cent of the total
vote. He was the beneficiary of

an intraparty Republican fight
between Arthur Watkins and
Bracken Lee, both very conserva-
tive on domestic issues. Senator
McGce won election that same
year by a 50.8 per cent majority,
which isn't much of a mandate.

faulty?
Do we need a brand new concept of

our individual and collective responsibility
to help put a stop to this mass killing on the
highway?

Should this concept perhaps be based
: on plain, morality?

If it's immoral to cheat, for example,
:;Jsn't it immoral to fudge on a red light or to

;!xceed speed limits imposed solely to save
lives?

tnuarri traffic generally
so spotty

Are
country
the road
there?

hand
If and

to
the answers
in a hurry.

Extremists
IN WASHINGTON . .

A Shift In Sentiment
:' We've been hearing a lot about the "radi-j.ca- l

right" lately.
:': And the Republican Partyparticularly' in such conservative strongholds as Califor- -

nia, has sometimes wondered if the support of
Birch Society members and others does more
harm than good.

, Yet, the GOP is not alone in dealing with
; extremists.
T.". Talcfl the rnr'pnt rnnfarnnrn nt VAnnit

That the United' Stales resume diplo-
matic relations with Cuba.

That the House Committee on
Activities be abolished.

That the United States withdraw its
troops from South .Vietnam (thus handing
that nation and all of Southeast Asia to Red
China).

That the McCarran Internal Security
Act be repealed (Gus Hall would really like
that one).

The policy statement was so radical that
more than one senior Democrat has privately
wished he could throttle the younger genera-
tion of his party.

WASHINGTON REPORT . . .

'Price Fixing1 Bill

Will Hurt Consumer: Democrats from 13 Western states that adont- -

ed such a radical policy statement that Gus
Hall could well have been the author.

The Western Young Democrats passed
such resolutions as these:

.1 WASHINGTON CALLING

compelled to conclude that se-

riousperhaps even formidable-milit- ary

and technical disadvan-- .

tages will flow from the ratifica-
tion of Uie treaty. ... It is vital
to our very survival that no step
be taken which in any manner
would degrade the ability of our
military forces to protect our se-

curity, if we should be challenged
militarily by a hostile nuclear pow-

er."
The subcommittee made It

abundantly clear that the test
ban treaty would, in fact, degrade
that ability. It has already been
compromised by American inno-

cence in previously accepting the
moratorium on testing which the
Soviet Union unilaterally abrogat-
ed.

Can the test ban treaty be
stopped? Thirty four votes would
do it. The Administration, until
this week, was abundantly sure
it could muster the necessary

s demanded by the Con-

stitution. It is not so sure today.
The measure of opposition against
ratification will be in the cour-

age of individual senators. I know
few who do not have serious mis-

givings. But they are afraid of
tlie voters. If the y mail

already heavy increases in vol-

ume, there may be B massive
change of heart in the Senate.

Unhappy Precedent Exists

consulted before the treaty was

negotiated, he would have op-

posed it.
Senator Russell's defection from

the ranks of treaty supporters was
a bad blow to the President.
Whether or not other senators go
along with him, his refusal to vote

ratification casts a 'grey cloud
on the treaty.

The report of the Senate Pre-

paredness Investigating Subcom-
mittee was an even greater blow.

Carefully and soberly worded, if
made it abundantly clear that
ratification would tie one hand
behind America's back and grave-'l-

weaken our defense posture.
These are conclusions that no
American can ignore and it was
touch and go as to whether or
not Uie Administration would be
able to suppress the report. Sen.
Russell's decision, however, pre-
vented any Administration end-ru-

At present, the single remaining
argument in favor of Uie treaty is,
to my mind, a chilling one. It is

being said repeatedly in the Sen-

ate cloakrooms that the treaty
must be ratified "because to do

anything else would embarrass
the President." This may be per-

suasive to those whose major in-

terests are tied to Mr. Kennedy's
political future. But it is hardly
convincing to those thinking of
the American future.

The treaty is good for this coun-

try or it is bad with gradations,
of course. If it is bad if it can-

not be conclusively proved that
it is good then the benefit of the
doubt should go to those who

oppose ratification. The conclu-

sions of the Senate Prepared-
ness Subcommittee cannot be ig-

nored:
v

"From the evidence we are

By RALPH de TOLEDANO

For the first time since Presi-

dent Kennedy sprang the test
ban treaty-o-n the American peo-

ple, there are doubts that it can
win Senate ratification. This docs
not mean that the President's

.risky venture into an accommo-
dation with the Soviet Union can
be counted out far from it.
But the events of the past days
have suddenly disclosed a grow-

ing sentiment against the treaty.
It the hidden opposition, too tim-

id before, manifests itself, Mr.

Kennedy may be facing one of
the greatest setbacks in his ca-

reer.
One by one, the arguments pre-

sented in favor of ratification
have been withdrawn or demol-
ished. It will be recalled that,
originally, those who favored the

treaty held that it was "militari-

ly advantageous" to the United

States and bad news for the Com-

munists. This has now been quiet-

ly withdrawn for this formula-
tion: "The political advantages
nf the treaty outweigh its milita-

ry disadvantages."
This argument lias given many

senators considerable pause and
was one of the factors that turned
Sen. Richard Russell against
the treaty. Mr. Russell is, on mil-

itary matters, one of the most in-

fluential men on Capitol Hill. He
is also highly trusted by military
men, who speak to him with a
frankness tliey arc not permit-
ted in their conversations with

Secretary of Defense McNamara.
Certainly, he will not divulge,
directly or with attribution, how
the military really feels about
the treaty. But there was a shock-

ing giveaway in the statement of
Gen. Curtis LcMay, Air Force
chief of staff, that had he boon

My SYDNEY J. HARRIS
Sitting in a restaurant the other

day, 1 overheard a man remark
to his friend in the course of a
conversation: "It's a fact that
women own 80 per cent of the
wealth in America. 1 read it some-

where just a while back."
"You don't say so?" II i s

friend accepted this nugget of

misinformation with delighted sur-

prise, not for a minute daring
to question this impressive statis-
tic.

It seems to mc that our native
disinclination for philosophy has

plunged us to the oUicr extreme
that of credulously grasping any

rtatcmcnt that seems to be hard,
specific, factual and vouched in
terms of percentages.

Take the field of public health,
for instance. Every eck t h e
American public is bombarded
with "statistics" from diflcrenl
sources, none of thorn agreeing,
but all of tliem readily believed hy
the mass of people who think that

anything with a number in it is a
"lad."

We are told thai one fourth of

the nation's population is over-

weight; that 80 per cent of school
children have trouble with their
yes; tlwit one out of every four

persons in the United Slates will

By FULTON LEWIS R.

WASHINGTON Hubert Hora-

tio Humphrey, a graduate phar-
macist turned Minnesota Senator,
is pushing hard for legislation that

, would enable the corner druggist
to make a pretty penny all at
the expense of, John Q. Public.

Humphrey is by no means the

only Congressman working for

passage of legislation that bears
the fancy title, Quality Stabiliza-

tion Act. Republicans and Demo-

crats alike are behind this bill

that could cost each consumer

more than $250 a year in in-

creased prices for brand name

products.
Under terms of this legislation,

manufacture's could set prices for

merchandise sold at the retail lev-

el. According to Humphrey and
other backers, this will protect
the small druggist or retailer from
the "unfair competition" of large
discount stores.

The legislation would mean

The Editor
galized looting by the welfare state
based on the paternal philosophy.

What has it produced? The

Utopia it was supposed to? Auth-

ors call it "a nation of sheep."
Legislators cringe before anthro-

poid characters. Juveniles destroy
property while they demand en-

tertainment. People are apathetic
as they watch property con-

demned.

Rarely a day passes but that the
news tells the story of men, wom-

en, and children dying cs they en-

deavor to crash the Berlin wall
to come to an area where there
are still property rights!

As well as ignoring property
rights, our city government has
been arbitrary. Did they condemn
all low standard housing? No,

they select a few at a time. Is
it easier to pick off Uie old ladies
and the poor first? Do they be-

lieve in a "conditioning" process?
Our citizenry is lazy. How many

people attend local government
meetings to observe the mumbled
readings and the ridicule of citi-

zens? How many citizens just
want "George to do it?" The
league does not advocate forcing a
citizen to government meetings,
but each citizen can be assured
that, if they do not choose to at-

tend at least one area of govern-
ment meetings persistently, that
it will not be long until citizen
responsibility to government will
be exchanged for slave duty to
dictators. Responsibility is the
keyword to freedom.

Klamath County
Taxpayer's League,
Board of Directors,

Irene Tice. Secretary.

QUESTIONS

AND

ANSWERS

Q - Where did the Y M CA.
begin?

A In London in 1844. The
first to be established hi this
country was In Boston In 1851.

something else. According to Jus-
tice Department experts, the con-

sumer will pay an additional 20

per cent for his goods if the bill
is passed.

One of the country's leading au-

thorities on "Quality Stabiliza-- ,
lion" is Washington University's
Professor Joseph Klamon, who
has also taught at the University
nf Pittsburgh, Carnegie Tech,
Yale, and the Harvard Business
School. Dr. Klamon estimates that
passage of a Quality Stabilization

' Act would cost consumers $8 to
$10 billion a year. It is in effect
a retail sales tax of t w e n t y
per cent on brand name goods.

Chances for passage of the bill
are considered excellent as lobby-
ists representing more than three
score influential trade associations
hav been buttonholing legislators
for months. This
meant approval of the bill by a
32-- 1 margin in the House Foreign
and Interstate Commerce Commit-
tee. Only Michigan's John Dingell,
a Democrat, voted no.

Dingell is one of the few mem-
bers of Congress to actively op-

pose federally-approve- d price fix-

ing. Most members are reluctant
to buck the powerful interests who
are. for obvious reasons, backing
the legislation.

Calitornia's Tom Kuchcl, Repub-
lican Senate Whip, is working for
passage. So is Rep. Hale Boggs,
Democratic Whip in the lower
House. Indiana's Ray Madden, a
member of the powerful House
Rules Committee, is a key sup-

porter of Quality Stabilization. He
is pressing within that committee
for the okay that would bring the
hill (HR 3669) to the House floor
for a vote.

Representatives of the AFL-CI-

and the American Farm Bureau
have testified in opposition to the
bill. So have officials of the Jus-

tice, Commerce and Agriculture
Departments and the Federal
Trade Commission.

Many of these officials cited a
government survey which showed
that cities not covered by local
"fair trade" or "Quality Stabiliza-
tion" ordinances offer consumers
a saving of 27 per cent in thelf
purchases.

From television sets to aspirin,
from prescription medicines to
chewing gum, from air condiUun-cr- s

to automobiles, the prices paid
hy John 9- Public may be set
if this legislation passes.

An editorial in the New York
Herald Tribune recently put the

question this way:
"Every voter who has heard his

Congressman praise the virtues ol
free compcUUon ought to ask him
two questions in the next week.
One is whether he is going to
vote for HR 3669, which is a devi-

ous scheme to legalize retail price
fixing although the sponsors are
trying to camouflage this fact by
calling it a quality stabilization
bill. It's the same old fair trad
fraud with a fresh mask on it.

"If the Congressman says he
will vote for this sneaky

legislation, he should be
asked a pointed second question:

"Why?"

STRICTLY

PERSONAL

in bed with a diplomatic illness
while Georges Bidault as foreign
minister gave the three allies a

rosy picture of the war in far
off Vict Nam. Victory was in

sight, and with French courage
and American dollurs the war
would soon be won.

' But the French were losing all

vestiges of popular support. By
May of tho following year the

conference in Geneva
was frantically seeking a way out
after tho folly of Uio siege o
Dion Bien-Ph- had shown once
and for all that the war could not
be won militarily. A partition rath-
er like Uiat in Korea, w ith the ag-
ricultural South separated from
the industrial North was the end
result.

President do Gaulle is credited
Willi sincere moUvcs in trying to
resolve an Impossible situation.
The French have kept a line to
Ho's regime in Hanoi, maintain-

ing a trade mission in the com-

munist capital. It is not clear
whether they aro encouraging o
union of the two Viet Nams under
a neutral government or, far
more important, how such a re-

gime could be formed. Laos is a
bad precedent.

The American record after m"4
is no reason for cheering. We
seem to have learned little or

tfAaltlll W HWIIbW

"Sin. AUII20 wtuld

nothing from the French experi-
ence. Granted that the French
installed Dcim in the first in-

stance, nevertheless each day's
headlines reflect a growing loss
of support and antagonism to-

ward the United States.
ConfidenUal reports from high

American authority in Saigon say
that the war can be won in nine
months. They say that the bor-

der with North Vict Nam has been
D5 per cent closed and the task
nf scaling the border with Cam-

bodia is proceeding. The Viet Cong
Guerrillas are being starved out.

Whether those reports are any
more auUicntic Uian Uie optimis-
tic forecasts of past years, the
outsider cannot judge. With more
than 14,001) Americans directly in-

volved, it is to be devoutly hoped
tlioy arc correct.

But even if the war can be
.won despite tho growing discord
nnd tho jailing of large and in-

fluential groups in Saigon, what
such a victory means will be the
unanswered question. In Korea
tho United Slates had a victory

or a partial victory at far
greater cost. It has meant a

quarreling dictatorship supported
by large infusions of American
aid and tho presence of American
troops. That, too, is an unhappy
precede ill.

Ukt to tptak to )?'

: WASHINGTON To win the War
And lose the peace that is (he
'pattern in Viet Nam threatening
'.to repeat the unhappy precedent
'.of other "victories" achieved by
;American military and economic

.strength.
.' TKa Blmnla nt mmmI Anita ojutmctvuio ui .event uajo occiii
simply incredible in the light of
the great expenditure of Amer-

ican manpower and money in sup
port of the government of Presi-
dent Ngo Dinh Diem. Not Uie
least fantastic is the Intervention '

of President Charles de Gaulle.
: For If this does nothing else.
it recalls some of (lie most pain-
ful history of the tragedy of Indo-

china. The French made almost
every mistake possible. The end
was a partition of Vict Nam Uiat

narrowly averted catastrophe and
a blood bath overwliclming Die

. thousands of French planters and
i business men for whom tlie col- -

ony had long been a source of

profits and jobs.
In March, 1946, the French en-

gineered a deal with the wily Com- -'

munist leader. Ho Chi Minh. After
months in Pjiri. Hrt wen! hnrlr
to Saigon expecting that he would

preside over a united and neu-- .
tralist Viet Nam. But oppos-

ition French elements in the Viet
Namese capital succeeded in kill- -

.
Intf ihni fLiitl...... unA lln rnlinwt........ inw

' ' ihn nTnrth in nrirflnlTA tlwt tim.
munist guerrillas.

For Alehl VHn tnm flnwnr f

the French office corps fought
I with courage and desperate futili-

ty in the ugly Jungle war. As head
of a independent govern
ment, the French were backing a

' puppet emperor, Bao Dai. While

.he had personal bravery, charm
: and a sense of humor, Bao Dai

lacked the one absolute essential
support of the Vict Namese

people. He took long holidays in
a luxury villa on the French Rivi-

era, where he currently lives in

grand style.
, During the last two to three
- win of lui Kronen war t n m

.United States was pouring in sup- -

auujiMuiv. sum u yiviii uuvuum
'. the French treasury in Paris, it

had one bencficlcnt effect: It
shored up tho franc and offset
the tiuvat of inflation.

This reporter has a vivid mem-

ory of one of the phoniest of
; the many Big Four conferences.
; In Bermuda in late IKS the
'.liead nf fmvnrnment met with

,ITU) - mm an mniiMan n ,wni- -

mr. mmnna ninAf initios lit
'course of the war in Viet Nam.' The French premier was a large.
inaoiem geuueman namea josepn
Leniel who spent most of his lime

Letters To
Keyword

When any individual or group
propounds a belief that a govern-
ment has a 100 per cent right to
rid a city of undesirable and un-

tenable buildings through con-

demnation procedures, and force
citizen responsibility, what philoso-
phy are they expounding? -

Is it the philosophy of the Amer-
ican Constitution, 14th Amend-

ment, Sec. 1, which says that no
man may be deprived of life, lib-

erty or property without due pro-

cess of law? Or is it the philoso-

phy of dictators who want to
force (what they think) is the
"good." Hitler thought it was good
to kill the Jews. They were un-

desirable to him, so he confiscat-
ed their property and forced mil-

lions into gas chambers. Mao Tse-tun-g

thought the shacks of Uie

Chinese were untenable and forced
them into communes where they
are starving to death.

There is no right which pro-

tects life more than the right to

property. Man's property is his

capital. In a capitalistic economy,
on which we are based, a man's
right to make a profit is not in

question. Hemust meet the de-

mand of the market The advocat-

ing of confiscatory methods by
one businessman to eliminate com-

petition of another, or to use gov-
ernment to shove another busi-

ness around is a contradiction to

capitalism. This belief does not
find its base in rational morality
and cannot be condoned. A belief
in choice, not force, is basic to

morality. Most capitalists (each a

property owner) take pride in their
product, and when a few do not,
moral men will not advocate the
elimination of a right, but encour-
age his (ell man through exam-

ple, education, and morality to
choose the good.

Not until the government plan-
ners and the big spenders decided
to meddle in rights did this coun-

try (and city) experience the le

be hospitalized this year; that 25

per cent of cold symptoms are
due to allergy; that more than 20

million Americans suffer from im-

pairment of hearing.
Each of these figures is given

by some "authority" and each
conflicts with tlie figures given by
other authorities. We rarely look

for the face behind tlie fact to

determine whether it is the face
of an objective tabulator, a social

propagandist, a huckster, or sim-

ply an irresponsible doctor seek-

ing some personal publicity.
Nothing can be more dangerous

than a fact that is improperly
understood. When a health organi-
zation tells us that 750,000 per-

sons will die of heart disease
next year, which is about half of

all deaths expected, we forget
that this figure includes many
persons over 70. whose heart
lailure is induced by old age.

In our passion for the "cold
facts" we overlook tlie most im-

portant fact: namely, that a (act

is no good, and downright harm-

ful, unless you know how to in-

terpret it. and how to make it
tit into a general pattern of

knowledge. When a man throws a
fistful of facts at me. I am al-

most always sure he is deficient
in understanding.


