Grass Lake, largest of the network of lakes in the Seven Lakes Basin,
offars travelers of tha Skyline Trail s pancramic view of several Cascade
summits, particularly Devil's Peak (el; 7,582) in the background. The

DOWNED LOG A CONYENIENT BRIDGE — The annual runoff accompaniad by infre-

quent rains turn parts of the basin into a quagmire during late June and early July, but

the lake cause the swamp like nature of the terrain. A frazzle haired youngster keeps
his foet dry by crossing a swampy area along a fallen log.
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ROGUE RIVER CATCH — This catch of rainbow and brook trout attests to the super-
lativa angling and fly fishing available to anglers willing to follow the tributary of "1.
Reque River which begins its westward jeurney at Grass Lake. The best angling is in
prospect beginning about one.quarter mila downstream from the lake, at the base of
a waterfall and gascades.
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ERIE FOG ENCLOSES MIDDLE LAKE — An unusual early
morning foq obscures the s'eap tlopes and clitfy that rise
from naar the thoreline of Middla Lake, one of the more
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some areas, such as along the eastern shoreline of Middle Lake, continue in their muddy |
state during most of the summer. Numerous sprinas following a meandering course to |

outlet draing inte Grass Lake

LOFTY PEAKS, LUSH LANDSCAPES GREET MOUNTAIN TRAVELERS— | basin is accessible by a mountain trail which starts in tha vicinity of
Seven Mile Marsh [closest community is Fort Klamath, about 10 miles

east] and winds seven miles along a moderate slope to Grass Lake,
largest in the seven-lake system.

Seven Lakes Basin Still Wilderness Land

Mile-High Area Offers
Stream, Lake Fishing

Photos and Story

By DICK
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It was no seerel place that we
stridle 1o glimpse the beauty of
|the high country and to
lest the meitle of Eastern brook
tropt; there are few such places,

But if there is a land which
still attracls the outdoorsman
secking the hintermpst part of
the wilderness, then surely the
Seven Lakes Basin, source of te
famed Middle Fork of the Rogue
River that [lows some 150 miles
wesl to the sea, is such a haven,

Accompanying me into  the
mile-high plateau early this sum-
mer was myv  Ibyear-old son,
Dale, who carried a  20-pound
| pack effortlessly along the gentle
into  the high

siopes  leading

lakes.

| “The trail into the basin begins
{ahout six miles we st of the

I Sevenmile Guard  Station
[ math
f tall timber at an eleva-
j 340 feet and ascends
about 700 {eet before skirting the
eastern shore ol Lake
some seven miles farther on. Al
though uphill most of the way.
the ascenl i1s so gradual that one
|barely realizes he is elimbing
Outdoorsmen seeking to explore
the basin this vear should do =0
within the next few weeks. while
| the dave remamn balmy and the
levenings are nol (oo nippy. As
|special equipment, rain gear and
| shoe pacs are suggested, and. for
(those expecting 1o tempt  troul
| from the streams [lowing into the
| Middie Fork of the Rogue hip
| bools: are & necessity
| For those whose [orle |s stream
| o dry [y Dishing, the outlet from
|Grass Lake provides an excel
lent source of trout, providing the
angler willing to vary his
| bait from worms to dry (lies—but
| that eomes later in the story
| Anglers intending th test their
any of the seven lakes
North, middie
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productiva fithing waters in tha Sevan Lakes Basin. It

one mila to the northeast,
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places, lel us soek whal luck
lonely land 1 know

alling. calling led us go.”
[ the Wild"" by Robert Service

In the lake have econsiderably
more success than others angling
closer to shore

To arrive al the start of the
trail drive north from Klamath
Falls to the Fort Klamath Hotel,
Fort Klamath. Then turn  left
and proceed about five miles o
the Sevenmile Guard Station
Continue aboul one-cighth  miles
past the guard station and’ turn
right at the junction. This road
leads to the start of the trail,
which takes olf where Sevenmile
Creek intersects the end of the
road '

The trail beging 1o climb .'|[-|
|most mmediately but & short dis-
tance (rom the road it ifl.‘el'l'lllh;
il what earlier this summer |
had been a sump. US. Fores
Serviee Crews ilil\'l" since ime-
proved that part ol the trail en. |
abling  sojourners provedd |
et |

Far the lirst sevetal miles the!
trail meanders along gently roll-

ing :-inpm helare fh-‘lppln;; inlo

(Continued on Page 2)

EASY TRAIL FOR BURDENED CAMPER — A wide clear.

Feature fherald and Helvs Feature
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MISTY VEIL DRAPES LAKE IN GRAY — A thick mist as-
cands slowly as morning breaks sullenly in this view of
Middie Lako, one of the largest mountain lakes in the

Rogue River National Forast. Wall maintained frails and
nearly lovel terrain are inducements to outdoorsmen pre-
farring to travel on foot.

ing through an antanglement of brush and timber makes

hiking eatier for a burdened

trok into the Seven Lakes Basin, Later this summaer, trail 5,
maintenanca craws of tha Winama National Forest re-
duced the grada on cartain parts of the trail, making it
shill wasier for campars to nagotiate the trip starting from
nnar the Seven Mila Guard Station.

camper on his 1even.mile

PRIMEVAL SETTING — A youthful campar laoks out upan Cliff Lake, ona of tha more
principal lakes in the Seven Lakes Basin, from the shoreline north of Davils Peak (el:
7.6001. Other prominent lakes includs AMa, Grass and Middle,

' ¢ 1




