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ON THE MAP — Virtually all of the arable area in the
Klamath Basin is irrigatad by water from the Klamath Ir.
rigation District or the smaller, subsidiary districts. All of
the dark areas an this map are served by irrigation, leav-

ing only mountainous terrain unwatered. KID officials
say that there probably will be little or no expansion of
the present irrigation system,

WATER FOR CROPS — Water fumbles out of the spill- | "A"
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canal. The spillway ence housed hydroelectric gen-

way at the head of the Klamath Irrigation Distict's "C" | erators, which have since been removed. Water from this

| canal serves the farmlands directly south of Klamath
Falls.

canal. Above the spillway is shown some of the control
equipment which diverts water into this canal from the
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MAN AT THE CONTROLS — Watarmaster John E. Wale
lin iy one of the two mon who centrol the flow of water
throygh tha complex system of canaly and pumps that
comprises the Klamath lrrigation District he s

thawn at ths contrals of the gates which reculats water

at the hoad of the "B

canal. The "A" canal is in the
Wallin moves the water around each day

backgraund
n cordance with the water orders fram the nearly

Hare 1,000 farmary wha are sarvad by the district
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| “Water Is Life Blood Of Klamath Basin _—

New Extension District

Fulfills Long Desire

By DAN WALTERS AL the same Ume, however,
Throughout the span of histary, |Privale companies were expand
lwater  has been the primary]ing their services
problem of the farmer. The situstion came (o a head

S0 i was g the Biblical eralwith the orgoanization ol the
when  perimlic swept| Klymath Water  Users \unk'lii-|
over the Jand, twrning the toil}bion in Mareh, 1905, and the pp-
af e farmer into dust i]nn\ul ol the Klamath Project
¢ hoe v 1Wwe months fater by the lederal

dirvnghts

| When the rains came A
rushed theough the felds in tor-| BOVernment,
(rents, not satisfying the crops,| Thoe plans called or waler io
but rather washing away  thelbe drawn into the main “A"
lopsoll and leaving ugly, worth-| canal from Upper Wlamath Loke
| less gullies, From there, the canal passes
And so it wis nearly 1,900 years | through the city of Klamath Falls
later whon the lest formers be-fand Lo the southeast
gan breaking the soll in the| At a point
Rlamath Basin
The problem was still wited

adjacent o the
|preset  headaquarters of the
Klamath  Irrigation  Districl, the
These carly sottlers found the|canal splits into the “R™ and
|H.mn lertile enough, but the alu-|“l" canals, the former running |
| nual rainfall was only 12 or 1) to the southeast and the latter
inches and just 25 per cent of [to the east
this fell during the  summer| Smaller canals bring the wa
Slowing season ter to the farmers themselves
But the firmer of the late I'llh| The first water from the proj
century was tiot the tller his an-|ect was deliversd on May 16, 1907 |
costrs were, He was learning| The Klamath  levigation  Dis
1o eonijuer his environment with | trict was organized in 1917 10 be
machines anmd science oin eventual takepver of the sys-
And he was ready to 1'|I|I{|lll‘||l(“ll’l in Klamath County from the
the water problemy with the same | lederal government,
1ols Formad by local {armers, the
Hiz answer (o the problem was | distelct took over the responsibils
irvigation, There was plenty of [ty of paying back the govern.
waler avallable in the Klamath | ment for the canal svstem within
Basin in streams and lakes, N|the miln part of the county, !

o - the farme tlatona Tappes . .
::..m'g‘;.r:_:“\.I::;L‘.”::‘ H'::“,,:,,‘:“l:i}: ':jl:',]:“_,‘:”l] soveralather smalll g AN.MADE RIVER — A canal 1iq.:ags through geometric patterns of fialds, bring-
o In 1 the svelem was| ing water to farmers in tha Klamath Basin, Smallar canals cut into tha main artery
The first irvigation project in | broaght wp to date with the con
the Klamath Hasin prohably wag | struction of drainage canals and
an individual farmer diverting a | In 1050 the Millor Hill and Adams
local stream into his fields, pumping stations were built
Court records indicate waler| These stations are u s e d for
rights were obtained for jrmpa: | moving  Water uphill
ton as {ar back as 1870 | By 1965, e Ilamath  Irriga
These first fow efforis wereltion  Disteiet  had  pald  back
sinn followed by the m-;_-.-mu;um”'vnuu.:l-\ ol (s dobt 1o the govern:
of several waiter companies, the | ment to lake over actial opera
lirst ol which wis the Link iuuu ol the system
ville Ditch Company in 1078, The last major  expansion ol
This rather small [irm \\;1_‘_|Ih(' syslem  began with the or
followed by Van  Brimmer |ganization of the Klamath Basin
brothers'  ditch o the ey | Improvement Ihsteiet on Jaly
105, Soon, e Yan Brim- | 161
mers were irvigating 4,000 acres | This was the resull ol a condi
of Jarm land esult of a condi
More omd  larger enterprises [Hon thal Ll Been In existence
followed as intecest i devigation [for a number o yeurs. Certain
duting the 14008 s d. As mru-q-1ln|'nn-|.-. had not had n guaran-
water became  available, crops|teed water supply and had been
were diversified from e basle [able to buy water from'the KID
rye only when it wax available,
But a movement grew within] The KBID eotered into oo cone
the larmers themselves for alteaet with  the fedorsl  govern.
project that would serve all ol jment in Apeil, 1962, for a0 Jvan of
the Klamath Basin with adeaquate [$004,000 ander the Small Recla:

wiler, mation Profects Ael. 10 wis the
|

at intervals. Water for all of the canals in the Klamath lrrigation System comes
from the Upper Klamath Lake.

Water dor such a project, '|I1| of such Jon under the ael in
lOregon and the money was used

Hor the expansion ol existing ca-
|

was realized, would have to come
leom  Upper Klamath Lake
The Reclamation Act of 1902 nnls and pumping stations and the
provided lederal lunds from the|building of three new pumping
sale of public Tands Tor redlama- |plants
| o peojects n Western states Thisn geoject  Was
Ihe Us Heclamat
| made  sevoral \
| Klamath Basin anil
| Klamath

| menled
|

comjletid
Servive ‘Ihh veur and was dedicated anly

MEN WHO RUN KID — Secrotary John L. Stewart, laft, and manager Ray L. Robarts
are the two men who keap the Klamath Irtigation District operating. Stewart has
been with the KID since 1945 and Roberts has boon with the district since 1936, The
secratary takes care of the business and personnel matters, while Roberfs is concerned
with the actual operation of the canals and pumps which make up the KID.

ya ol Uhela lew weeks ago Actual opers
0o, i |huu of Klamath Extension Proj
Mrojeet  was  teeom

| (Continved on Page 2

WHERE IT ALL COMES FROM — Arrow points o the intake where | throughout the Klamath Basin. Currently, about 300.000-!_:.!. fast of
water is drawn from the southern and of Upper Klamath Lake inta A" | water is drawn out of the lake annually for the Klamath Irrigstion Dia-
canal and thence inta the whola system of canaly that distributes w'nitr | triet.
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