THE WIZARDS OF SPACE (3)

In 1954 Natlonal Advisory Committea for
Aeromautics began studles on an advanced
rocket plane, the X-15. By 1055 the Navy was
working on the Vanguard rocket, which was 1o
launch a tiny satellite sometime in 1058.

The approach to space was leisurely. Many
experls considered it as something for the next
century, Then, on Oct. 4, 1057, the Soviet's
hputnﬂq I soared into the skice like a danger
signal, jarring the U.S, once again out of com-
placency,

As with aviation in 1915, so with space re-
search in 1057; America found itself left be-
hind, NACA had been the answer in the fisld
of aeronautics, Now a new organization was
needad to answer the challenge in astronautics,
On July 2, 18568, National Aeronautics and
Space Administration came into being.

Persannel and facilities of NACA were ab.
sotbed—Hugh L. Dryden, former NACA head,
was made deputy administrator of the new
agency. T. Keith Glennan became the nation's
first space boss (succeeded by James E. Webb
in 1861)

The Act of Congress eslablishing NASA
stated: “It is the policy of the United States
that aofivities i spoce should be devoted to
peace ful purposes for the benefit of mankind."

Among the major gbjectives set forth:

® "“The expansion of human knowledge of
phenomena in the atmosphere and space.”
® ““The development and operation of vehicies
capable of carrving instruments, uwipm:
supplies and living organisms through space.
& “Long-range studies of polential benefits o
be gained frem , ., seronautical and space
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$500 Million Cut Urged _
ForNext Space Program ™

WASHINGTON UP] The| A check with the three subtom:
House Spoce Committes will rece miltees of sprrce  committee
ommend cuts of tearly 3500 mils today revealed that the reductions

By Don Oakley and John Lane
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quest for §5.7 bi loe the civil-[lion to $498 'million
A0 Apace Progriim next yeur Thiere is a chance the full com-

As it now stands. the commit-|mittee will revise some of the fig:
e will approve a spending ceil|ures, but this appears unlikely
ng for the lederal spice agency! The space commillee acls on

- - (e
T JAN. 3, 1958
activities." e *“Preservation of the role of the
United States as a leader in aeronautical and
space science and technology.” o *“Co-opers-
tion by the United Siates with other nations
and groups of nations.”

NASA went into operation in October 1858,
nine months after America's first satellite, Ex-
plorer 1, was launched, 32 vears aiter rocket
pioneer Dr. Robert H. Goddard had launched
the world's first liquid-fueled rocket and 39
vears after he had proposed. a rocket to the
monn,

One of NASA's new research cenlers was to
be named alter Goddard, A prophet was finally
with honor in his own land as a whole nation
embarked on what some believe to be the
greatest adventure in history. .

NEXT: Space Is Big Business
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See What Boys and Girls Are
Advertising

Read the Want Ads . .. find a baby sitter ... hire a

yard boy .. . have your own boys and girls use the

FREE WANT ADS THIS WEEK
: ADS MUST BE PLACED TOMORROW

Y
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Boys and Girls-
Friday Last Day
HURRY!

Turn to the Want Ad pages
for full information
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DE LUXE SANDALS
Stylad in Italy. White or italian tan
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Put a Want Ad to Work for You This Week!
Herald and Delws
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