| Featwes  Tperald andNews  Foatwres

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON, SU 'I. Ju \[-‘ 9, 194

Pioneer Pens Descriptive New Years Letter

Orson Stearns Letter Reveals Life In Klamath Basin In Early Days

ong fourth of a mile o two milespis the rye grafs; this frequently

New Year's Day, 1070, and a|with the Indians, and four vears|and thut be had better start ;:ro-']ﬁepuhlw;m ticket to the State Leg-Jenough 1o hang my  colfcemill.| way between the South West cor|pure water, nol e cold nor milk
young pioneer, lonely settler in a|before this an agency had been|paring it ||-u‘|l|1rr' from  what was  then|stunds my cupboard. It s sixiner and the Nowtth West cornee|warm, but just about hallway besjwide 1 It is divided into several|grows from seven to nine fect
new arca, pens o letter lo a)established for these Indians on| As Stesris prophesied in this| {Lake County jfeet i height, the exact distance| stands my door, wide open, behind [iween the two in temperature. Tolsmall vallies by spars of the hills{bigh so that & man riding  on
{riend the other side of the big dake. |fotter, it was only two vears, 1872,| He died in Ashland, July 26 {tram  the floor to -]n|ro'|lt upon & stick stuck in between|the East and the South is a field|running nearly to the river or|horschack is completely hidden by
That Jetter today represonts an|  Already, the outlines of a small {hefore the government gramted af 1926, o he ape of 83, closing ajabove, and Is about one fool inithe Jogs hangs a pair of spurs: |of about 30 actes, containing, be- marsh for in some places the rivilil where it Is thick upon the
excellent pliture of the first sets [settlement were beginning (o ap-|mail route into the arca. A man|long and calorful career depth, has boards for the shde|above them by & rope tied round |sides  the twelve aores of lander runs out nte the basin Joav-{ground
tlers of this Basin, und ‘the condi-|pear on the banks of Link River [named Kilgore of Ashland made! Briar Springs{next the firepl and  (second] one of the joloe, & part of a shoul |plowed, and the elght acres un-|ing & marsh on elther side, but] A fine vardely of wikl clover
tions under which they lived Grorge Nurse and Edgar Overton |weekly trips into the ares amd Jan_ 1, Jgofreliel page onet the wall makesider Third Rellel) of pork ix|plowed, a log stable, with a <mallfit geoerally bounds the West Sidelgrows abundant mear where there
As Orson Blearns, 27 years old, (had started s small trading ven: [handled the mail task for three! Kind Friend [the other side. It has  seven hanging llaft containing onts in the sheaf, |of the marsh are gpeings anid o nitive blue joint
wal divwn o pen this letter, heture there and i hod begun to|years In Jooking aver my old letiers | shelves made of split pioe boards| My door s of upen work, made|# Wagon shed ol the East Side of| My ranch is locsted ponr thejls also goite plentiil. There are

could ook bick on almost three|grow, Unaiestivnably, the cabin of Of- |lud;|\-' 1 came across yours of last|resting on clests of the samie ma-| of boards with pleces nulled ‘y,.h,,lll and o smoll hay stock just near|conter of ote of the largest smallino meadows of tnme grafs yet ind

yenrs during which 'he hod bat.| Wendolen Nus, long considered |eon Stearns would have been one[April which 1 hod Toid away terial, nailed to the sides. 11 con | wise, and has cracks betweon the enotgh to be eisily transfered tojvallics where the spurs of thelevervbidy doperds apon the na.
tled the wilderness and estaby|ihe first ploncer to settle In the|of his first stops |n the Basin be-jmarked “answered” Now as [ftains & large amount of a varietyiboards larie enough to lot the|the stable loft when' required. Afhills (%5 Direct o Ashlond Mills fural grafs for grazing and feed.
lished his bhome nsin, tind operated o ferry two|eause it would have been located [bad thought all the time that itjof sty alsn al wooden| wind through quite freely: it is/root house built of double walls oifOre. 0.A. Stearns. Fourth Reliel)|ing all their stock. Some idea of

When the Civil War ended, regu:
lars were moved back to handle
the dutles @t Fort Klamath, and
Stearns had  been sent to the

miles down the river from George
Nurse's enterprise lor soeveral

years after Steams had arrived
but later had given i up when

on_ his line of march |was never answered there is good
This letter represenis some of (reason to, believe that it was s
the earliest netual correspondence jmarked through mistake. 1 will

from this arca, exclusive of that{iry to atswer some of the ques
Mions asked n vour lefter, but
which you have doubtless forgot-
{ton were this

| Since 1 wrole you

last, great

continne o the form of a slight-
Iv clevated suecelsion of knolls|
on o coftinvous lumpy ridge Lo
the river, These knolls are el
vited from the ground on either
side and from them burst small

the grazing qualities of this valley
com be goioed by taking into con-
sideration the fact that there are
nearly elght hundred hoad of em-
e and oo hundred horses ownod
and kept by persons residing here,

|ln‘|\:--| tempty tea chests' and tin bung with east iton balts, has a logs and an interveneing space of
(hones, bottles. tin cons, tm ket wooden enteh with a string tied I"-tm feet between the walls filled
{es, pans of milk & The 1.mﬂ'|‘J” and pofsing through a smal]|With dirt, reofed over with boards
shell: contains several black Ket-| oo above the lateh to the out-|lirst, straw veat and dirt afwr-
tes amd thb tin reflectors for| side and a small piece of wood|#ords: the (loor of earth about
baking. tied to the end of the string in|‘“" feet lower than the ground

An emply stugar barrel (thal is] keep it outside the door and h

|
|  The letter writlen by 0, AL
Stearns, and reproduced here,
was taken from the historical
files of Rath King. I came
from the late Hale Scar-
|| barough, ance sports and city
|| editor of the Herald and News.
|| There was no reference as (o
whom the letter was addressed.,

Stearns used the name Link
River for the location of his
hamestend which 1s used on old
maps, showlng course of the
|| stream from Lake Ewauna o
|| Keno where it emptied into (ke
Klamath Hiver, Twday Link
River is relerved to as the mile.
long stream connecting Uppor
Klamath  Lake and  Lake
Ewatina,

changen have taken place in my
father's lamily. My oldest broth:
or Oscar was married @ year agn
last Oed. o a Mils Sarali McMan-
fius

Lagt February | lost ome of Lhe
best of mothers, She died ol
smallpox, and wos followed in

eor, Grorge. My sister
was married list

by trade, They live about
miles {rom my lather's where|
Mr. Purvle has charge of a tan:|
Inery. | think he is an excellent

eigiin days by my youngest broth.
Arminda
June to a man|natled over the outside;
by the pame of Purvis, o tanber|my East window

toni

jemptid of s sugar! standingito poll on. A staple llr1\¢'|| { ,é‘é ,p-iv Fraas) . - r-j &
1 { N PR iy - ‘/_ 2 B anrt
against the East wall and against| through the door casing near the | : - : Hf Rl Ao Lo ptelton, /,; '2__{-- o B
the cupbourd contains a part of alouter edge, with a short chain | r = “?‘{t"//"" » :
fitty pound sack of flour; the|with a link at the end fitting the /5.',...1-' '-,a Vo (f orrs Bpl A “ {" e llr . '.“‘({
head of the barrel unlike the ma- | staple in the door when shitt, can AT e 2‘ "M ,i’ -’J‘P““‘“ s olearsliid
Jovity ol barrel heads is on top be secured with a padiock non dl o ;..6{ z fuéwﬁ"ﬂ“’-"‘" -'-4&-"‘(‘“‘
u? I}iu- h.lrljdrl 1Tr.nl{ Jnr\ n pilec r[' nr|»mn ouk the curbous erowd Az B2 y /H.,,',,,/‘,._,.( ,t..- .4/‘/‘.&_4«1
wood nadled acrofs: the top of 1| Betwesn the doar and the North A s e :( i oy ,uu(a.o‘
projecting ab aned . ' ( ol duis 7 %
£ about and - inch oniwWes corner of the o, and ..-.ur.u Z 4 x
ralther side with & scallop eut un} yery nes ' “M” (‘ 237, ‘lm s
L s @ Heatiop cut unel yery nedr the door s another win: /, R f Y
(derneath it in the center to admit] gaw similar tp the first, ex LR '”JV et ”“. j‘f e .r}& i u‘{“’“‘yf‘-
of being hold of. This latter] that i renches down wester 1m,| fassl s’ ot -f_.(' ke d ’,;’:,. ;-l' 'M‘& 4.1"6? .er'uun wa g
plece of Jl‘l'illll‘\':‘llrf; of my own|foor, is nenrly thres times ss !Tm', " ‘"‘./“‘ TR, /J‘v’ }J-— ‘(} ::.l! e J-.{d f
inventlon and tosk aboul ten min-| larpge, and has rough bourd cas ; ) s (o dn / ,4’
s arge, o 2 f Pr.A s St . .u*“-
Wes to complote it To the right ol jag, A antrow plice botween the| ** o Lale //;“f‘/ wll L, lwe H e / -"l' Jf!‘m.-
L lhee la_eu'n-l i p shell about twolcasing of the door and the winl *7 ;,\ql serastnr dridereernt foae -4,«1 <SaAA ‘,‘! [ ,,m “'J ‘;/ —
leet “';"“bo”‘"i floor, Imi‘[T of al dow easing has # fow Titthe shlves f elorin Jd et -sanw Lo rvas e Aedisgt P/ a’uﬁu oain
ign ar ¢ PR — " v, ploves: | g
].:”“ u,;:‘l,_.n.:-;m‘:T.I'ii:'uq:ﬂ‘ | nfr i..!urn wh ure. whet stonos, gloves,| o ot o s 20 By io & Gesel oves B redig i . _(M.._,,I ,.,..J_‘_,_g,,- ,{l
pins riven o holeSthottles of ail, and other indispens A, / Yy J’ nads ‘“"‘d'
bored in the house logs. Upon| jbles. Underneath the window is s /‘: n--l..n/ w? /‘{  dvctisan tome ﬁ' by 5 Ay 4 i
this shiell are two buckets with - iy o < "’f i e
: lr I.'I 0 ket with) wash stand almost the exact poun- Prasdlinrist addoal dae) st Cilin, Fou L /4,“ ﬂ'. it Momé
water. ([ bolieve b 06 ) berne I Wi v
| y :_" '-I heve |"1 “I-"" N6 B berpart of the water shelf; an emp f.dM’a ~ }(‘_, ‘,g_,.“f ’,{/“ 4n ,4(' f“’f"’,{' fodaw 2
clean A purifier as well o8 iy sardine box (emply as cegands > ATV ¢ ; &4
|betng quite good about eooking. 1| i1 former ocupantsl contains the 4'*" NS e et toer., Balrt artif. (e
}\" ald h""":“’“"" peweler  cupl soap, To the right of the \AIIH!I:\\ 'A-fu ﬁa)d 4 /" *’0“ et ":};M / v d“d“” ﬂr""‘""’- b,
tangs Just above on & nail. About | haogs o smiall Jooking L tw il VAPV A e - Fl ﬁ{_!/
lone thicd of the distunce  Irom| lowels and ..Immla I nu]:-_-t 1.Ir| n‘ 6‘ Ay Hieas .-lﬁm . %“ ,} «-J/Xf Mt ot &
fthe « phaard to the apposite wall.| io the lelt of the fireplace is de | "";'f’-‘ A ‘;‘ ot Ll G a ""/” ‘7‘/ "'J{"/(iaui n//;/? n!.—: /
{ubout thite and one hall feet) yoted to hokd fie .’Jf.ﬂ;a’ A l-' . ¢ e
ated to holding my wood 0 i Z‘ e ”-_J",‘-.'

d’.-——.l.

i f.. /a’l by omed

ffanes
Jomnts

[frum the foor s o hole et
through the walls two angd one
holf feel long by fourteen lnchoes
high with an emply. Nour sack
thin: is

The wide of the wall ghove my |
woodpile s ornamented with a
powder horn, a saw and n shav
ing knile.

My chamber (ot s composed
of split puncheons, (our feet ten
inches in Jength, just the distance
? i:t Ill:a:)“;:‘ filce "h“"_l"ik“"i’ between the canter of the center
| l(lll.ﬂtlml' :.i::l"‘[ll’ﬂl:.\:.l '}: '"H; Joice, It extends (rom the South

R k .
tha inas (w\nwmvnll sontalales End of the house, two thirds of the
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A PROLIFIC PEN — Orson A, Stearns who located his homestead in the Klamath
country in IB&7, the second man to settle in the Basin, and tho first parmanent home-
ﬂtedrr. left & qrn hie racard of his lifa as a pioncer, written in a legible, Spencerian
hand in pen and Eic friends, ralatives and to newspapers, faithfully telling minute
details of his Mo. first as a young bachelor, and later as a family man. These two
pages of a letter written to a friend were copind by Herald and News engraver Ernest
Hedlund, and are clear enough fo be read with the naked eye. The gaqﬂ are not con-

The lug lorming the window cas-

Ul oW

| crack!

i
A LANDMARK — In 1935 this was the aldest haute standing in Klamath County, built 1 1o admit &

el

tired ol pone ¢ | e contalning my cirpen
s . ahut Tew Bave wnother of
B SXpoeng | COMes 0 wil oil, a bawia
Yeaut's |ju heee times ¢och year bot cat ot of amd & par
letter. in|C e e
" e vav ol improving his oulh wa
pince when here, Some of | Iy o i
e Lime | have been & lone, some| 1 chiatrdmt L b
of the Lme had 1 hetip Lo (o mllar ta My wa
cast bt ol arjler, cantainte
L by ten inches In my b Ly
1ot by wlxteen | mesgulto har foal deed £
It frewds Qowgrdy (ol ye thl seveinl Hewsg
and hus & porch(that 1 red
th a o1y 7 e Frofr nlong the
o div mlny nil Ko vl CTATer
W stpjrs and  Lhe " on muAmeTous. At
drive . frin L arsera
paurttsiml has o fre | rTCH L
end built of find
e e T ’ "
admit =L the Moo between Uhie |
} o e Bl ) thie west wall

wusulan Lruhk cont

miany old

nmmn N W reser
il pew clithes (ool many
of e lust and other odds and

M somebow o other W1

e
golden syrup n it

ACROSS THE MARSH — BELOW THE HILLS — A grand.
1on of Dryan Stearns, Julian Ager of Klamath Falls, pﬁin'e
actoss seedad land and pasture pow owned by Yern
Haward, president af the Klamath Stackman's Commis-

bt of

]

e & pour ol rooccasins on W

a

i n e evntain twer partly

sarks of w4 AT Al

by O. A. Stsarns in 1870 on land on the Keno Road which he bought fram the itate of | prrsom n e 1

Cregon. Tha frame house erginally had four rooms with & porch acren tha front and bt fuils to sdmit! fime. 8 sk with o few beans 18| gion Company, o the spot m'cgnhr of bBlack circle,

was contidered a fina home in pionssr davs, The shingles on the house were made by |planty of fresh air. To the right of| &, several small sacke'of garden| whare Orsan Stearns located his first home atter com.

hand by Oicar Stoarns, a brother of O, A. Many prominent pecple were gquests in |ms Slice, and oocupying all] seeds, two sackas of harley, one ol | pleting m||.§\ar" duty at Fart ltlar-u!h,l Ha was ll.-en 24

thit homa and the owners always "kept travel.” The original homestead joined this [1he space between L amd Lhe wall| them  nearly emgey, Uw '.l.ll years ald, The future \‘arrpn, ||Pci raiver and dairyman
Matnbars of the family shill live neatby. hat dide. eveeq w spaoe large| nartied iy hay feed fased), Mid | laeated his cabin abeout eight miles squthwest of present

land

{ Klamath Falls, near Link River, He planted his

in the midst of numetous
Briar Springs. The lacation
[ ar the Ashland Highway,
Wayarhasuter plant. Ager,
father, [v & surveyor, instrue

"‘""I . way o the North End where it] tocutive since the latter was written on both sides of lined paper. The date is Jan, I,
o e e, ettt S, S, it 1570, S bl e o . Mo War, S 8 busbtr Sesms
SR1% o bin Hatee marriad soon |6t i “““Mn ‘m“ ;mf ol o :..:.:II:.TT.II‘ Tr:lr:r:I :-nn‘ l‘l.fnlﬁ‘l wrote af hoping to find a wife
\- for mysell, 1 am aboit \lth|'!"".”" ke s an empty hoot hox |I|‘11-5€ u;i":'__' ”“"r' ‘II'“‘ 'n; |.ii:'! outaide, In it about twenty bhusheldsprings fowing some upon one sidebesides the thousands of cattle,
tive miles Enst of my fathes’s onl tailed with the bottom against the okl bonts & few oole. my wonder |M Polatoes (my own ralsing) and| 59 sairfle- upon the othir making sheep ol horses  graced by
Il::"l:‘n:l‘r:,l:h‘rr‘lf :.::l- ,,rrx’l I\'Inmn'rip'.;::::kll 4-:ll!r|\|:“!m.~ I-:'i::l ut the wish board, and the plive where 1w “:-:uniu | [u‘urnl- of I..[..pr.q the lowor lind on esither side 1|‘|n|||--“u'| |m|-|'i...:_ filsl:l;:f.l‘ }I'u:rr‘
i i acruls (across ¥ il oo AMONE| 1 it iy broom when in a4 stale brought leom the valley. # plow | team the hitls to the river a nleeWith all this amaunt of stock bere,
the Cascade range ol mountains, | them Greeley's Iura‘ln “Grant| ol repeise e a few other tarming tools, an]ureensward, This is my meadow; [And the grazing in droves In pafs-
tEast Ropue River. I have t"‘”‘|"‘_ \Furmm. Their Generald & Thure aie-two, e threo  ohas ol Hay dwd emply now, bt very infnct My claiim s '"‘-."l?" all na-| g theoudl, the grals upon the
THE GRASS WAS LUSH — The untrammeled land that lay sast of the mountaing |here nearly twi years and o half mpaigns, ” “General Laws o (0% mrine: itk lhte ‘ pins " iy for stock to go under Whienlyral mesdow, e remiinder be [Bills séems nooarly s shundant as
between Ashland, the Rogue Rivar Yalley and the hunting grounds of the Klamath and [fver since | was mustered out (Dregon,* “Welles Leawyn." "D ibto the Jakee noar U North Side! It Morms and a stack of aboutline w witunted that the water[cvori nd we du ot think of food-
the Modocs in Southern Oregon, was a challange to the young Orson Stearns. The of the 1S service, My plice win| Vi ‘_I""hr" Parkes A I'{"t"" lof the house. and one of thase MOty fine of huy outiide coull be made to averdlow Gl but]ing unlefs the snow falls a foot
morning sun was geld on the nearby lower hills and water flowed through the mea. [the second one taken up in this "“h: Inquire Within," "G [ places is occupied by & large dow: | Aling the eiver ab the East Sidela lew nures of 1 The uppée spring deep over the ground
dows. The fertile sarth waited and with vision, an lllinais-born youth left the Prairie |countty and when [ cume here|l0 Public Businefs,” “Hooker's il e barreled shotgun, In 1 Iy «|6f My place wre two rieks of hay [nehr Where my castle stands 8| This valley |5 byl obe smong
State and came fo Oregon in 1853, His birthplace an Jan. 9, 1843, was near Rockford, |the indians wore still oocupying| lustrated Nt HIsE, " and the “Ara- o G50 S m e Tl Lone of twelve tons, another of forc[jt whete the hill ridge termin-|many i (his great basiy, dnd
IIl., in Winnebage County, H, Inft behind, his paronts, David Ebanerer and Fidalia S, | country though it had aiready|ten Nights.” the last 1 have little things not worthy of |1y Lok River, s called is aboutintes in o genitly sloping lawn fic{though the fivst 1o commence sel
Cannon Stearns, On Nov, 7, 1864, he enlisted in Cempany | — First Regiment of iheen evded 1o the 1% by treaty| bever read bob kept it on hand “‘:rm abfon, mid hanging o pails pre oo hundred vordd in width bere {ing the tiver, The hills behiod the|ting up i by b means’ the only
3 Oregon Volunteers and served ay a sergeant at Fort Klamath during the closing manths |Stipulations  The indians were|d last reson when othier tmading other articles Ineliuding tem hopse: (and ahout twenty feet i dopth [lioise are evored in places withjone that is becomming  penpled
of the Civil War. This photo, taken in his later years, was provided by Hal Ogle of sub nily remoted 1o the res| Matler wives. (o they e calledr (hess (running ot the eate of about hall] juniper trees, which makes excel|with industrious pioneers, | sup-
Kiamath Falls, Kiamath County historian, Stearns hoiped organize and was tha first ervation thirty five miles! OO0 log ¢ “'I“*I'J"'""' |“""“”"‘|.m. not the kind of hotsewives || mile per bour. The place where{lent Hirewond: there Is aleo quite{pose i | want ta say that there
president of the Pianesr Association in Klamath County. The Orton Stearns Elamen. |'10M liere am Sprague River, Wil or, Are st i doxzen M- | L e 1o vory humdy |1 live on the West Side ofla heavy growth of sagebrush inlare already morg than three hine
tary Schoal in Klamath Fally is named in his memory lamson River, Upper  Klamath Harpee's Mugutine,” nnd| The outside wallsithe dver, B i o valley 1ving beplaces and threugh it ax well anjdred people in this country when
Seens ) 14 vl wi o niNu and | should :.Irk-_' "‘:I |1-.- l"l' I\I""I'I" IJ"; ;'::_"I ':i"'h';'!k:_l'w‘ ::;:I""':ttll":;”::.-‘ Are arname ith pegs in placey [tween s« ur logthilly of “:u;.-l it deaen pot grow It hoell was the soootid oo, 1 would pot
SN % id Bl b e : = ."-Im.- r|-1 .|,4I ’\ At there .+\.rr .r;-" wen .“-. N »‘-"1I|| “I' AL L omtamin harmwe! hames! (the Cancode Mountains, and alop-]most |-I".||r\.--nl hineh grals | everlexugerate
tared oot of service. after .li.'rlunlli Sl l e &1 I,r‘.' il = ;_" ected there several hundred) | : n.f_'l'w‘t'_ 'Ir' ] rI-": — e ; 15 of ranching. |mg from thern to the lnber KlomJsaw. The fat lands are coverad] We expeet (0 gt o postal roule
: 1 ) 8 m. I.._,‘,‘.,,, i kes .,I-.rh;u. i during i;.-!' v 1:1 _,‘,.“,,,::, F._; .|“";t South of 1 uf tselselath Basit. This salley gropper b a qrent varioty of natlve
that stine he | i San Pruncises an') i e : I:’- “:r—u‘;na . ".‘.'.“,. ‘-.w.;l.::rfwr..., Hilter epe 1n @ spring ollahout taelve miles Jong and fromigralies, prominent smang which (Continued on Page 2
dve the Klamath & 7 fram Litthe matrafs, sveral army hlan
' had fited his elalm while }\.,. = and Modarek lakes o or theee ancient quiil
LU P ¢ Upon dischorge onl  While e cold not tunlly s fSouth East of here their dotage and ten iur sk
| elraved his steps |1l il taking up my ranch wild govse and wild ‘duck
I I ad, O T Brown, was now sl A partner 4 weranig| feather
¥ ]'.u! ovet on Spencer Creek. ap 1 game of Lawellyn Undespeath the bed 2
¥iinot far way Den ley an former  camjenion Il cannid fruits, bme o b
" waved with me 8 vear | clothes (mosl of my

1 arden in
wprings and named home
is ¥o the left of quluuy bb
(travaling wast], bayond the
following his illustrious grand.
fing ﬂug nts at Orogaon Tach.

| nieal Intbitute. Orion Stearns served at one tima with a

govaernmant wurvaying party




