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County Education Would Benefit

While advocates ol both sides of the pres-
‘ent county school consolidation proposal have
been decrying the attitude that money is the
most important element in the consideration.
it Is nevertheless apparent that major empha-
sis 1s being put by both sides on the economic

factor.

It is unfortunate that this is so, but it is a
fact. As 2 result, there s a great deal more of
confusion than would exist
speakers devoled more effort to the other
issues Involved. Innsmuch as both sides ave
using different sources of figures to present
“Aheir argument, we are hopeful that voters
will completely disregard the clalms made by
both sides, get their own figures, or forget
about the economics of the situation allageth-
or. It is scknowledged here that the last-men.
tloned course of action is pretty hard to

swallow,

The important thing to remember is that
if consolidation has merit, otherwise, (o justify
# favorahle vote Monday, there is not enough
difference in cost regardless of which set of

figures one uses.

One resl important faclor for voters o
keep in mind is that voters, the various school
Dboard associitions, the various citizens com-
mittees, and knowledgeable individuals have
studied and ndvanced several proposals for
solution to the school prabilem in this county.
All plans have been rejected by: the voters, or
the school boards, or the citizen groups. It
would not be reasonable to stamp the Monday
ballot proposal as & *last chance” but we are
coming dangerously close to exhausting lhe
alternatives in our situation,

Opponents of the single county unit have
made much of the cost factor (probably with

good reason) and stalements to the effect that
onsolidation would arouse hitterness, enmity
andl open warfare between the city people

and their rural neighbors.

One cannol make light of either eharge,
but we are inclined to discount hoth.

None of uslike to see our taxes go up, but
they do, anyway, despite our individual efforts
1o keop them down. We are certain that no
sell-respecting citizen of Klamath County Is
golng fo allow education to suffer for lack of

a few tax dollars, For the most part, that is
what we are talking about here—only i few
dollars a year more for consolidation, if it is
dlfected, The cost would be so small, it ap:
pears, that it pretty well dilutes the argument
dgiinst consolidation on the basie of econom-
dok,
As to the charge that a consolidated situa-

ir leaders and

hroad

complex

tion will lead to bickering and eleavages with:
in the county: We have seen enough of these
situations to realize that for some individuals,
this will be true. But,
and confidence in the people of Klamath
County that we deeply appreciite the extent
of their maturity and common sense
would not let such a terrible situation develop
on a whilespread basis.

There appedar 1o be sufficient saleguards
in the selection of school board members and
adiministrative  people  to
- hused represemtation on the consaoli-
dated school boards. That will preclude anv
group ar faction of the county’s population
exerelsing ton much control over the destinies
of & particular sehool unit within the couuty

assure

We have a greal deal of respect for the

argument that consolidation tends lo dilute

sideration.

physically,

tions.

the opportunity for close “local’ control, But,
iU is our heliel that the henelits of consolida-
tion, purticularly as related to educational op-
portunity, transcend the *local control™ con-

Il is not entirely clear, at this time, just
What is the effect of a recent act by the Ore.
gon Legislature that revokes Klamath County's
exclusion from reorganization laws of the
state, Even the schoolmen cannot get together
on interpretation of what the new law means
ur requires. 1t is not conceivable that the aver-
age citizen will be able (o ascertain the signifi-
cance of the legislature's action. However, it
seems reasonably clear that the new law can-
not change the situation in Klamath County
The
agalnst the various plans that have been advo-
caled in the past, and it is not feasible to think
that the Jaw will change any of those objec-

sume  arguments prevail

We have tried to be objective in this issue

We have recognized the validity of viewpoints

uble.

of those who share a difference of opinlon
on the consolidation proposal. Letters to the
editor and news stories we have carried have
tried to present as clearly as possible the ex-
planntions and statements of those who should
be knowledgeable in the subject. It is not nec:
cssary that we repeat these various pro and
con arguments in g long editorial here. We
Have made an Honest attemp! to sludy the sit-
uation from the wide range of material avail-

Based on the information available to us,
we are of the opinion that voters Monday

should react favorably to the consolidation

el Cayugh Counls s
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By FULTON LEWIS JR.

A Nebraska Repoblican charg-
es that the Area Nedevelopnent
Ageney B a0 mieh motey R
doesn’l know whal to o

AN o cansequenie, the AR has
proposed  grants that wre  oce
pombealty indelensible. according
to Hep, Talph Beermann. The
A% 500 000 from Congress  this
Sear, s considering A loan of
$18 milllon 1o bl & soy hean
processdng plant in Dirchester
Cannty, Matyhind, This Js e
wpite the fact (hod present fueill
Uis fire operaling M only 00 per
conk ol capacity. Fxperts (rom
privale ndustey and the Depart

ment of Agnculture call the pro)
wct abeurd

I Now Yerk, the ARN hun
fedatively agresd t0 underwnile
63 per cont of a 20 miilion suga
Deset proliit, Apricultte Secre
lary Orville Freaman has jwrom.
WL T
dugar beol duoti I the loan goes
through

Nebraska fuemers have 1d 1«
peres on which beets con be
grown withoul lederal ard 5o do
farmers In ober states “Acto:
ally,”" Beermann says, “larers
can grow all the beels they wan!
It s peovessing plants we nend

And private capital won't fu
nish (hose until B ls assured
that the amual LS. stigar gueots
—set by the administration—woat
Be drustivally cut.

Republicuns, slter o horough
pesearch job on ARA, dikcovered
that 24 per cent of the louny ap
proved between July 1, 1983 and
Marels 35, 1963 went W finance
motels and hotels. They clatm that
wih nol the intent of Congress

One “distressed aron” listed 15
Minoral County, Nevada, where
the median fomily heome Is 8-

a year. The county's popu-
Jation rose (AR por cont hetween
100 and 1w, while poptlation in
he coumy seat rose 53 per cont

Ropoblicans cte a Feby. 1 loem
0 the Ponchartrain Hatel in De.

WASHINGTON REPORT . . .

toit for $LI94,525 o help Downoe
o {2 und, moetor hotel and provide
430 mew fobe Thdeoil s Lodel o
ctpabey rate last year war only
Wopor e, howeves

A sipdhle grant was made o
Dhaluth, Miot, “10 supplenyent
convention,  entertuinment, 1
reation and . cublural | facilities.
The ot lor e 22 peemanet
ol created figdires out to 8277
203 per ol

Sen. Ted Kengedy, whoy prom
e volers be could do mote for
Muassacinselis, s soad) s Jylit
et plom endtcd away
hannedy
Wasliington wa @

Saon  alier cattie  Lis

momths ¢

Trbiry

aor live
Lmmmissiones ol

proposal, and vote “ves"

ARADevelopment Absurd

nue, Mortimer Capling snnouneed
that he was shutting down his
Northeast Regionnl Olfior. locat
el i Now York. Al ita funition
e sand, woudd be transferesd 10
Bostim

Cotgersaional reaction was sl
ol Repubilicais and Democials
.|]|Ll' chorged the switich was piv

Hitically motovated. They presii
t‘li povernment. statintios o prove
Hait the move ookl not be jus
t Ivasan Dol poli

I for any

led Caplin's boss
ary A
beoeaptaln the mave. Ay
o Dillon douddin't catise g
N reisons, for the anp
usde 1t

York

Congress ¢n
Troasury  Se

Dilloa

Uhaglus

emenl was juietly
IKS would 1oy 10 New
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fuitling  an
vAlre burden on the raral people
thry vote yes on Monday. Jupe
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we have ennugh faith
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History

The need for reorganization of
Klumath County school districts
s not new, The problems that
demonsteate this nedd have nol
wived {homeslves oven though
ihey have been considered in the
past. It would be interesting
to look ol somwe of the past el
forts ab rveorganizabion

Without questiog the outstunding
rearganization work in this county
wis the county unit plan ereat-
Ing the present Klamath County
kclioo] district. This Included all
the aréa of Klmmath County ox-
eept that of District No !
Soon the Ktamath Vnion High
Schonl district was superimposed
aver Distriet Noo tomed the por-
U ol the county district adja.
cont therelo for high school pue-
pies, This 16 the present og-
pomization and well demonstiates,
e it edueiitors agree, the inols
fedtiveness of union high disteiets

Early in 1953 ihe  bbards ol
the * above three districls  joimly
Yefuested o stody and survey ba
ropresentitives of tho
wdueation

madis hy
stite  department  of
The survey was to atidy batlding
nowds, population teends, and the
degree of efficiency that could be
attained ander the present system
This survey polnted out the unigue
organization of the districts foumd
i o other coumty In Oregm. To
ipte from the report, "Every-
e amiliar with (he disteior obs
wiirkeistion In Klamath County

aware of the Tact that under 1he
present  svslem  Lhere die VLY
delinité Windicaps bocuase of 1ha
different typex al |
districis  and  their  ove
respotsibilities. To met jull
poede of the schools of the cotin

thires

within the nest ten Years of
resusotlile . cost wne
tn provkde for the masimum o
ey, o certaln wmount of die-
rorantziling sewms  jney
fahle. Ay
fomentacy  solwuils
of upe Bl el the
uieh sotuils under the jurisibction
ate board 1 bl only
far ay cost

i
less. at &

svalem in which the
iy |

b makos iLovery dilth
the necessa
SUCOCY 10 CUrTie
il il Instruntiomil ol
IR T S R LA

L oy ek

mation

Hyprosimate
i the  cosinty til high
i Threw sl

iy

3 Two districts with bousdurics
t be delermined, that woold di-
vide the south suburban area be-
twesin the two districts on the
prosent  pupil 1ax  responsibllity

Plim No. 4 above was soon elim-
titedd - minee iU would create &
sery poor district us far as the
assessed valution per pupll was

' il No. 5 can be recoy
nited as the proseditly propoted
“perrymanded”  plan plan

wad [ound undesirable <ince |t
sirbitrarily divided n soclal unit

vies only A Ntopgap measure with
no long range benelits. and olfored
litle: permanent tox equalization

Plan No, §owas eritiewed for it

difficulty  of  administration, It
scemmdd o offor the best possibility
for Improvement of education
andd  the mpst of m
Use of bullding #nd facllities, In
fotal disregerd of the peute beed
lor réargunization this commitles
hod nol ngreed oo fny plan b
11 whon it waos dissolved by
loglntative exomption of Klamath
Cotnty from the act

I the

Il of 12 n oltitens
vommittee agoin lopmd  that re-
orgamiation shoald be accome-
ahed priop to o major building
'|--|.\| board  amsocla
m, consditing  of the  thive
ol tard to fBod an e
single disteicy
appears as the mod de
ediientionally, dmd LDy
clent ookt wise

fi. The

bratedn, e
ceptable plan. The

trioet
As o result the boards of Dis
i lill 1 ud I Ihl' (R TR l‘lI
triel were potitioned and will hold
wn Ll-nlu' Jutie 1010 orgonize
schools in Rlamath Coun
u mngle coupty upit o
will have an op

1y uito
The vide

oLy

Wt dhowite
b wtudy all

Gurrison

Huope -8t

ard o say whese
pr stogs m Ahe

I swms o me
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o very nick
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studdy by the school boards of Dis-
trict 1, District 2 and the county,
During this time every conceiva-
ble form of reurganiution was
presented for study, thoroughly
anilyeed, and, excepl for the sin-
plie unit district plan, eventually
disenrded

It should be significant 1o the
volers in Sthool DNstricts | and
2 that the boards of directors of
both districts have unanimously
gone wn record as favoring (his
form of reorpganization. In doing
so they have viewed the betelits
of roorgunkiation fvom the lung
ratge stantpoint rattier than the
neur lerm

The heart ol our poesent prob-
lom s centered in the Hepley-
KUHS areds, whith is, of course
e popalous seitor of te county
atd the une whete these problems
ave likely 1o be conlinublly pres
onl, in the forescenble fu't ur'e.
These problams nre oreated by
the population growth in the Hen
ley-subirhan Klamath Falls dis-
tract. Cmly by remaving the dis-
et bpundary betwees these two
aveas and placing them under
one schdol board with full author-
iy for the education of all of the
students through all the elemen-
tary and secondary grades vin
the necessary  exibility be of-

tilned to solve these problims
Although' the

immedidte elfect

(% vansalidation

Incyeass in mil-

Afe rates m e counly vesus oo
appreciable chinge in the subirts
and a smal] deerehss (o the ety

ohistr
metey
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Letters To

No Charity

This is sn open letier to the
people  in Klamath County who
cure more for the educatiom of all
of our children than (or fred preju-
dices. We are for the Stngle Coun-
v Udlt System as the answer o
the prosent and foture school prob
Jems in Klamath County,

For one district to have el
ed focilitles while the adjpining
distefet might have an underfilled
school Is & ridiculous waste ol
tuxpayer maney. I twe distriets
adjoining each other are ovors
crowded, it dlso seems o wiste
of taxpayer mohey fur them both
o embork on two separate build:
ing programs. when u joint buiid:
ing between them, in the area
that needs it, wouold be more eco-
nomical. 1§, according to one of
the many plans hacked by oppon-
ents of unification, o greatly en-
larged Henley High is 1o be buill.
why can't city and county biild it
together?

Many of us I City Elementary
Distelet Noo 1 are not oo Tuppy
abuut being held up #s the “eity
shcker out to skin the farmer.”
Muny of us do not live within on
evon very ngare the ity Timits,
Disteict No. | extends north as lan
as the Algotma aren and west to
include Lakeshore, We are proud
of our schools aml they aren't
crowded or underlinanced, We
aren't asking Tor “eharlly to buil
s oul,' ns hae heen suld $o0 often
Bul K.UHS. is ceowded. We in
Elementary District Noo 1 supply
anly one Lall of the students tha
Jum KU, The County Elementary
District provides the other half,
We feel that il our joint populu-
tions need another  school, we
should build juintly to solve the
problem.

Some people bsk, “1s the fight
for unificativn warth all e emo-
tional upset and bitterness?"

Will there bo less hilierness
among the people of By, Bonanea,
Chilogoin,  Gilchrist, Malin, and
Merrill if the coumty alone has to
build a new Henley High ol twice
the site, than if it is built in part-
tership with City Elementary Dis.
triet N, 17

Will there be Joss hineroees -
twein the county and the suburbs
if the people in this area ane
poyving one X on one side of
the dividing streel bnd another tax
on the other side!

Will' the hitterness aver o tax
raise now, 1o hack all the chil-
dren of the eounty, be more or
Iess than the hitterness of a coun:
ty that will have to hoild for and
mnintain 300 to 600 pdditional wtu-
denits and also butd for and main-
tuin all additional students resull-
lng from the steadily expanding
sithuthan arva in r distrigr:

Tise single county unit digtrict is
the only sdlutioh o obr sehool
problem  thet  gives  pecmurient
cquilization of tusatlon and that
nllows the best utllizatlon of all
the facilities present wod future

It is said that Klamath County
i5 ton big 1o sdminister oy one
district. From a populition stand

point? With less thun 1,000 stu-
fents this is.not s Scheal die
tricts are olten bigger. 'Salem

15,00 Eugeng 15.000;
e Gengtraphically %]
\1;.,.-._.:! Lhe Uk

Portland

Hy SYDNEY
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The Editor

District stretches (rom one end of
the county (o the other with' ad-
ministration offices In Klamath
Falls, Tnls would not change.

‘Ihe utilities, rail lines, timber-
lands, and present und future man-
ufacturing plints are Nere be-
cause of us all, Our facming and
buisiness and soclil lives are ull
interdupondent on cuch other.
Should not all of our children ben-
efit from all ol our combined re-
sources?

People In the rurl drea have,
mare that once, asked what could
they passibly gain -from unifica-
tion other thon a bigger tax bill,
Here are some advantages of a
single county unit system: From
the point of better education, o
lirge district could -afford trayel-
ing teachers and possibly selence
Libs on wheels that eould stay 2
i 3 diays st each school i order
that the smallest  high  schools
cotild offer subjects that are not
ub prosent a possibility,

It miny arcas the telephane sys-
tem cian provide a direct phonie
line Intertis beiw schools 0
that soch subjects a3 langunges
can be offeeed with s traveling
feacher ealling st the sehpols 1 or
2 duys W Week o examing stu-
dents and help out on problems,
This is boing done in Californki

Another Ttem of interest would
e an expanded county instruction-
al materials  centér  containing
mate projectors, tevord libraries,
hook librarios, educationnl [lms,
sclence equipment, ond ollier
tepching muteripls thut the indi-
vidual  sehool districts can now
only afford on o limited basts, This
center would work like a bookmu-
bile program. with  the  various
teachers ordering their materinls
ane week for delivery the pest

We feel that the Single County
Uit f= s offer of partnership for
the present anod the fulure. I this
Is really ton unpleasant to the eut-
Iving districts we do nob wish 1o
luree this partnership upon them.
The vote on eounty uniflcation will
answet this duestion

One thing that many of us in
City Elementury District Na, 1
feel, however, Is that we cannot
properly work our education sys-
lem unless we have Jurksdiction
Over aur gra 1-13, We would
itke to be able, like the county,
to zef tid of the outdated umion
high school systom and have a
unified grade schookhigh school
distriet so it we, too, could util-
tee our buildings and linuncing
without having lines of legal juris-
diction int rlng, We must in
the near futute get owr education-
#l house Iy oorder and  satlsly
stale rearganization plans by hav-
Ing 112 Jurisdiction ‘over our stu-
donis

Wae urge both vural and subur.
bian, and Clty: Elementary Distelio
Noo 1 pesidents oo consider the
long ronge pleture amnd then vote
your own conscienee, but do vole,
A Uyes”™ vote means all the dols
la's for all the children smd o
grafes 1 through 12 educations)
systeme. A “no’ vole means that
any schiool  reorgunlzation  that

will be without regard
to equilizativn ol any future popus
ation or finanelal growth, Vote
Jisee o

will resslt
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