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; He spoke no English, and the

signs and sounds at the sprawling
new terminal building were both

Strange and confusing. But, before

She had picked up his bags, he
?was approached by a pert young
iwoman dressed In a colorful Ha-

waiian holoku who asked him in
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elgn languages Japanese, Chi--

nese, French, Spanish, Korean,
I German. Portuguese, Filipino and
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Thai. Six of the girls work at

airports on othe rislands of Ha--

wail end the other 20 cover Hon-
olulu Airport around the clock.
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knowledge of Hawaii, meet every
plane and offer their assistance
to aU passengers, Americans as
well as foreigners. But It is the

foreign visitor with little or no
. knowledge of English who finds

their services mcst helpful.
'

The questions asked the girls
are many and varied, ranging

'.; from Information on currency ex-

change to where to have a pair
of trousers pressed at night.

: Thomas operates on a budget of

$175,000 a year. The funds come
from money paid to the state by
concessionaires at airports. This

has been supplemented by an as--

sist from local firms.
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; Folks around tills island city will

Jtell you If you'd ever been in
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J trouble with the low and ran up!
; against Charlie Bock he could
'take one look at your hand and:

tell you what you did. how long;
ago you did it and what you got
for it.

Charles Edward Bock, a 65-- '.

year-ol- fingerprint expert whOj
; recently retired from the Galvcs--;

ton Tollce Department, says it
I isn't so he's not that good.
; However, Bock has been known

; to take one look at a suspect's
fingers, go to his files and come

'
back with a card of prints taken

' from the man 20 years before.
On another occasion, a burglary

suspect was being questioned. A

; prime suspect, police were about
; to let him go because of lark ol

'; evidence when Bock asked to look

; at his hands.
After a close look, Bock came

bark in a few minutes with the
' man's file. He rattled off the
: man's record and It was discov-'- .

ered ho was wanted in several
: other cities. Bock had never seen
; the man before, Just his prints.
; Bock Is considered a pioneer In

(ho rare profession of fingerprint
; experts. He started out shortly
; after World War I by taking a

correspondence course.
While taking the course, he was

struck from behind by an auto.
'

His hearing was permanently
'. damaged, but bis eyes took up the

slack.
After finishing the course, he

was assigned to the identification
bureau of the Galveston Police

, Department and soon became

; known as "Eagle Eye."
In his 44 years w ith the depart-- '

ment. Bock also uved several
' innocent persons. He oice got II
I boys released In connection with a
J filling station robbery. Another

time a man had been positively
1 Identified a a known criminal,
- by his likeness to the wanted man.

Hock had him set dee after
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Ink from a fountain pen and got
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: 98c isssisa baby oil 79c : & V?
LESS
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Plot Toiskin. He received a letter oi com.

mendation from FBI Chief J. Ed

jar Hoover for that case.
Although Bock is retired, his

family still Is represented in the

fight ajainst crime. Both his sons

are policemen.


