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'90th Anniversary Of Modoc Massacre Observed

Superintendent Irvin Kerr of the| Commission messengers from e | ported this to

Lava Beds Nalional Mopument
reports that April 17, 1681, will
mark the 90th anniversary of the
attsck by Modoe Indians, led hy
their chilel, Cuptain Jack, upon the
LS Peace Commission during
the 1873 Modoc Indien War In
the Lava Beds,

The ill-fated Posce Commission
had the difficult tusk of pegotiat-
ing & peace with Caplain Jack’s
viclorios and insurgent Maoddoc
hand of 160 men, women, and
children entrenched in the Lava
Beds. During the Battle of Lost
River (near the present town ol
Marrill, Ore.), on Nov. 29, 1872
thd Modocs thwarted the army's
attmpt to arrest them and force
their refurn to the Klamath Res-
crtation, After their escape the
Madors sught safety in the nat-
ural fortress in the Lava Beds
which hecame known as Captain
Juck's Stronghold

On Jam 17, 1878, the 55 men of
the Modoe band scored a sensa
tional victory over more than 825
army and volunteer troops who
attacked the Modoes' Stronghold.
The Modoes suffered po casual-
thes while they killed 16 and
wilinded 49 altacking Lroops

Following this startling defeat,
President US, Grant's adminis
{ration yielded to the humanitar.
fan demands of Easterners to
seck @ peacelul zeltlement with
the Modors. Accordingly, the
Peace Commission was appoint-
ed and sent to the Lava Beds to
enil the hostilities and to relocate
the Modocs on a protecled reser.
vatlot.

The Pence Commission was
headed by former Oregon Super-
intendent of Indian Affairs (1860
Alfred B. Meacham, and included
the Reverend Elezear Thomas of
Petaluma, Calil., and Klamath
Reservation Sub-Agent L. 8. Dyar.

Military odviser and guiding
figure of the Peace Commission
was Commuanding General of the
Military Department of the Co-
lumbin, General Edward Canby.
Cantiy had gained fame as the
Civil War commander of Union
forces in the New Mexico Ter-
vitory, conquerse of Mobile, Ala,,
and military gavernor during the
Post-Civil War reconstruction pe-
riod,

Epafident with their recent: vie-
oty over the army, the Modods
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fused

General
5 demand

Canby re
that he

o

that Captuin Jack was not willing
to compromise,  Army hiel of
Stall Williem T. Shermun tole.
graphed advice to Canby o set

fin example with 1 Modoes so
thut “'no other reservation for
them will be neces exeept

graves among thelr chosen Lava
Beds, ™

On ' April 1, 1im3
hy moved his reinloreed Lroops
lo the Lava Beds for # show of
foree. This movement of Lroops
brought a guick agreement from
Captain Jock et 1o
face with the commission

At the first meeting with the
Peace Commission April
the Modoe chief demunded thit
the soldiers leave the Lavi Beds
He demanded Lost River for &
Modor Reservation and o general
amnesty for those Modoes indict-
od by Oregon aulhorities lor mue
dering settlers along Lost River
A rainstorm broke wp the meet.
ing with an agreement Lo erpet
a tont for sheller amd to contin-
ue the Lalk:

Immediately alter the meeting
Frank Riddle and his Modoe
wile Toby (Winema Pence
Commission  interpreters, il
lioned General Canby o walch
for treachery. Canbyv, however,
Ignored the warning

On Aprll 5, the Modoes mot
the commission at the tont to re
suime talks. Caplain Jack com
plained about the nearness of Lhe
army troops and said thal he
feared Commissioner Thomas ay
i religlous leader. He advised
that if the army would leave and
concede Lost River to the Modocs,
there would be no more trouble
Finally, Jack asked for the Lava
Beds as a reservation. He was
advised that If he would sur
render to the army, the Peace
Cammission would try to have the
Lava Beds resepved for the Mo
docs. The next meeting was
scheduled [or April 8

On' April 7, Toby Riddle (Wi-
nema) was sent to Captain Jock’s
Stronghold, Tohy reporled that
she was secretly warned by a
Modoc {riend nol to go to the
pence tent again, When she re-
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Cattempled 1o dictate to Poace

Canby’s Cross Erected At Scene Of Slaying

Editer's Note: Following Is a

reprink of a slory published [n
the Herald and News pn April 11,
1648, on the T6ih Annlversary of
the Canby massacre, writlen by
& former mannging editor of the
Herald and News, Maleolm ¥p-
Iny. regarding the placing of the
-l'lauby Cross.
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By MALCOLM EPLEY
Sunday, April 11, marks the 7th
anniversary of the Canby mis-

Modoc Indian War of 187273, thal
drew the nation's awed attention
to the rugged Modoe Lava Beds
near Tule Lake:

A lonely wooden cross, held up.
right by a pile of stones, stands
|today al the scene of the mas-
siere, exaclly as U was placed
thera 66 years ago by L. John
8. Parke of the United Stales
Army

This weatherheaten monument,
easily aceessible from the west
side Tulelake road or from the
Lava Beds romd by way of Newell,
is worthy  of a pilgeimage by
those aware of its signilicance and
Interested In the Indian war that
made the mogt stirving chapler in
the history of the Klammh coun-
try.

The stary of the war and the
[massacte has boen  often  told
but few may koow how i bapen
thiut the cross was placed there
jon a windy September day in
| 12
Lieutenant Parke thus muarked

y |the spol on his second visit Lo the|
B |Lava Beds, Fortunniely, the liew

commission negotiate only in the
Lava Beds and without a mili-|
lary escort. When appeared

saere, sanguinary highlight of the | §

Peace Com

Thursday, April 11, 1963
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does ihe Peoce Commission
| party prepared to leave the army
camp lor Lhe fil, an @rmy
nalman report six Mo
the peace tent and @l
others hiding 16 pearby
General Canby refused (o let the
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cammission leave camp that day
|The Modocs then senl a messen-
gor requesting @ parléy for Fri
day, April 11 |
On the night of April 10
avreed 1o kil General |
nd the Peace Commis|
ot the next day’s meeting 4 ﬂ
1 TUuLE
belleving that killing the lead
the army to
draw and leave the Lava
to the Modoos. On
fiood Friday, April 11
|Modoes  arvived
meeling tent
Frank amd Toby Riddle's con: |
tinued warnings of disaster were
discounted by General Canby. and
Reverend ‘Thomas, Commis |
ers Meacham and Dyer, hiwever, |
themselves with derrin: |
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Arriving at the meeling tent |r HEADQUARTERS
the eommission party lound eight : |
Modocs, two ol whom were armed, e o Ll vadenlad
Ag talks begun, the Modocs re-| : K
vealed an ominous attitude which | X
alarmed Commissioner Dyar and |
Frunk Riddle, both of  whem
moved to the edge of the group
Sensing imminent danger, Toby
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Riddle casually stretehed herself
put on the ground into a more
protected position.

Suddenly, with @ signal 1o (he
ather  Modoes,  Captain - Juck

[
the rocke, Boston Charlie wis m-!
Lletrupled in his scalping of “'—""'llllillllll"r'll“lll Atop the monument a
cham, when Toby Riddle (Wine| srous was lator erectod which
drew n concenled revalver and ™" "'h.'l"[,m' h‘““'.“l']d"": ""I“ bore  the inseription "fin-nm'.r‘.l
shot the surprised General Canby jRoming rl'll:» blufl ““_”l “‘_""'II". R. S8 Conby was murdered
Al the same moment; iiu-{nn'”"'"' 5 lifee, for fr?r “I.'””“ .hl.' here by Modocs April 11, 18737
Charloy shot Commissioner Thoms|111Y retreated o their Strongholdl gy sirintendent Keir points out
s. Dyar and Frank Riddle im- R S ERTT that most of the battle areas of the
mediately ran for the safety of| Vielating the truce hy Modae War, including the site
L mll;y camp. Hovker Jim | attack upon the Peace Commis-|of the Canby Cross where the
chitsed Dyay until Dyar drew his|sion, Caplain Jaek aned his band| pagee Commission was attacked,
concealed derringer, wheroupon, [Were doomed Lo relentless (ur|ape Jocated at the Lava Beds
Hooker Jim ceased pursuit. Frank | sult, However, three maore l:'-‘”ﬁ- National Monument and are pre-
Riddle reached the srmy cump|and violent bhattles were fought inf sepved and protected by the Na-
close hehind Dyar. J“W Laya Beds hefore the Modocs ional Park Service as a part of
With the killing of Canby and|could he caplured, and Caplain|ihe nation's historical heritage
Thumas, Schonehin John ind oth-| Jack and three others hanged | Kore added that the Lava Beds
or Modoes wounded Meacham| {or their treachery, National Monument is open the
who (ell, apparently dead, among| The place where General Can: | vear-around and people are in-

|
by fell was marked with a rock]

before the

their
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CANBY'S CROSS — S5till well preservod, the original cross that was placed on the
spot whera Gen. E. R. 5. Canby was killed by Modoc Indians on April 11, 1873,
stands quard over this historic spot. |t was placad here in 1882 by Li John S. Parke
of the United States Army. Tha inscription, still essentially the sama after these 81
years reads, ''Genaral E, R. 5. Canby was Murdered Here by the Modoes, April 11,
1871.
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i the Army camp. Witlema, wha

ltorteal Section of the Army War [sich as are available 1o the mod
tiad belriended the whites through-|

1ol Re \ocopy s ownied h\'l.\rw traveler The Leuteépant was

|J|1u|| C. Fisher, present custodion | secompanied on the trip by Jaohn oil, was present at the conler-|

1ol the Lave Bids National Monus [ A, Falrehild, whose rand b was 22 {enee as an inferpreter. and w|

| ment miles west  from the  Lava[shout by her. probably a lalse
Parke [itul visited the Loava|Bels On that occasion, he fivst|Warning that soldiers were com-|

s g, saved the lives of Meacham

Gen, KR

IBeds by 1m0, fust seven veurs|SSw Uie sceie whoer

Nennntl wis n-writer of no I'I'“Il..llll‘l e ond of the war, woing|Canby and Dy, K ar Thomas|#nd Dyer by [rightening the In.
lubility, ww! siter maoking two|(nie the ared from Gillem's Bluf([%ere Killed at @ peace conlerence dhins: away
Leips fnto the listorie ared u|uh-'l--n horsehiek. (It was wild, une|{With: the Modocs Parke himsell] Livitenant Parke, on his first
lu complote avcount for the His- setihied countey then, with no vigdi | BIVES @ EEAPIIE fie ouitt of the visit in 10, was  tremendously |
_— meeting of lodian leaders ot alimpressed by the significance |.;‘
councit tent with the peace comethe seene of this lwident. He
5 n u . n E NOW PLAY! NG! missioners. which incloded Canby, | found the an old board. with an|
TU-R-B567 DOORS OPEN &:45 Thomas., a Methoclist - minister; [inseription
- & L 8 Ihe Inin  agent.  and{the elements
. A B Meacham, Indinn  superin I Wi With o feelliie of awe
“It could be the most Yidien gl il Rt gl i ot
y i terrifying motion picture This occtirred on Apeil 11, 367 fand quiet tien, which pow i se
| = : | have ever made!" Mibough warns) by Fi ;:\.k Rtk [dom <I:-.:‘.; l'"“’. by humn foot
. = . it dle wd his squaw Vit | Seps, amad on b 1 W evels ever
: ALFRED HITGHCOCK that the Inalians intended Croaehs | rest savie those of some wild bird |
| E T commissionets | as he wings his Hight over ts
| ' it nomile in | bloodstained rocks
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