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B-R-R-R-R! — Mrs, James [Sue] Blair stood beside the
family homa on the West Side of Upper Klamath Lake
in early part of century. leicles raached from eaves to
ground and snow lay deep on the roof. Few trips were
made, winter or summer, to the "outside.” Spow fre-
quently buried low buildinas and covered fences. Mr.
and Mrs. Blair were residents of Oakland, Calif., when
Blair saw a picture of Klamath Falls and came in 1909 to
take a look. They homesteaded the following year. Mr.
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and Mrs. Blair originally came from Council Bluffs, lowa.
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SNOW RIMMED — This small stream that heads below
Harriatt Mountain on the West Side of Upper Klamath
Lake is known as Rocky Creek on the map, to others as
Rock Crask or Denny Creek. It was near this fast flow-
ing creek that the John C. Fremont masiacre occurred
in 1846, Three man, Basil, Delaware Crane and a half-
breed scout by the name of Denny were ambushed and
killed by the Indians. Thay were buried in shallow graves
nearby. Fremont named the stream Denny Branch and la-
4or D. E. Alexander, ewner of the Rock Creek Ranch,
built a native stane fountain at the site of the death
camp. Eulalona Chapter, Daughters of the American Rev-
alution, placed a bronte markar at the fountain. I has
gince been moved to the location of a4 new road an the

West Side

GOOD FISHING — Jim and Anton Wickitram took time
out fram butineswy to drop lines and lures into Diameond
Laka ta cateh a fow beauties, The brothers bulit the Me.
doc, used for many years on Upper Klamath Lake, They

rought sand from the Willlamsen River on a barge to
Klamath Falls
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West Side Story- Tears And Joy
Of Upper Klamath Lake Pioneers

|ber. The wmts of land lay to the

An assignment from the rn.,n-|‘-"!1 of the lake front above the
aping editor to “do & story” on|0ld road 1o Rocky Point and
Ithe developmen)  and |h;p"]..lhl"_”.ll"l'll'l'n'ﬂ'l Lodge of todav, some
growth an the West Side of Upper|0f It near the head of Rock Creek
[Klamath Lake was received with|ibat flows into Upper Klamath

open arms.” It meant a bit of

|time away (rom the telephones|

|on extensions 26 and 51, & cov.

ered typewriter for a day, and ajand

trip into  lovesl  country

laid the foundation for this pres.

the kind of an assignment that
repitlers. welcome.

This vne grew like Topsy
it mushroomed and  hallooned
One tip led to another and pen.

day trip became several, Old pie-

“Dosyou-remember-this'

when two people  gol  logether

the wvalley to visit some of thelequipment and timber
lnlks whuse earlier elforts had|them

ent Klamath pountry. This was|und

tures and  clippings,  memories, |missioner's

Lake.
| Men

had  tramped  over the

land, bad “sied up” claim sites,

had mude prepacations to
above|take their  families,  housohold
lals with

Those same blocke o timber
lond  wera sought by
timber men and this is what hap-

puped

ilso

There was to be a “'run"” from
# cetlain point on the lakeshore
duly set for the opening. Claim

clled notes stacked up. The one-|filings had to be made previous-

Iy i Lakeview in the Land Com.
office on a  *first

sessionslcome, lirst served™ basis

|the

Lawyers mivised
that

preforonce

huad

the first men to file had

alrendy

The necessary legal papers .’u"|

homesteaders had been pre
|pared here by Deputy Land Com
missioter Dick Tt t=on whn
fourdd & cur, the only one lelt in
town.  Ownership hos hoen fors
gitten

Richardson,
stowedd away )
View
sitle

tha s sifoly
“lit sut™ for Lake
He didn't stop by the way
The lumbermen  appar
etitly ditl, Richordson was ready
when  the Land  Commisstoner
apened the doar, and thrust the
documents  through

Some timbermen Oled on the
same unils with area specificns-
tions  Funming in opposite  divec.
tions, Court actions Tollowed and
the homestenders won

Totten then owned the
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Everyone converned  knew

pave new leads
The #lory of the West Side of
Upper Klamath  Lake couldn't
possibly be told at one - sitting
there are oo many prople
involved, too much hard work,
too many successes, failures
laughter and good times the pio.
neer way, elation and disappoint-
ments, pride in accomplishment
and discouragement | A pan.

There
miles  of

losers
rongh

wioere

roaid

avitr

fice

Klamath Falls at thot time

them they thought

would be a race in which drivers
of horsedrawn rigs would be the
1o0of the
botween|eross the Tand
Klumath Faolls and the lind of-

There Wwere [ew automobiles in
Some fochromicle of fomily numbers. John
were owned by the lumberme
who also borrowed others, all of

i John
Winemap
The date for the legal opening
land neared. None ceould
lings wntil mid-

night, one moment past  made
the “run™ legal
There Is no record for  thig

nland Carrie Totten had one son,

(Cortinued on Page 2V

THEY REMEMBER — Mr. and Mrs, James Blair and Mr,
and Mrs, John T, Totten were two of the couples who took
up homesteads on the West Side of Upper Klamath Lake
in 1910. Mrs. Blair (Sue), B&, right, was barn Feb, 4,
1877, at Mount Ayr, lowa. Jim Blair, second from left, 88
last Dec. 2, was barn in Dwight, lll. Mrs. Totten, 88, |eft,
it a native of Renton, Wash., born Jan, 23, 1875. Mr.
Totten was born in Oxford, Ohio, June 24, 1869, which
makes him 84. After homesteading, Mr. and Mrs. Blair
operated the Empire Hotel for a fime an Main Street; he
owned a used car business, worked for the late Barney

Chambers and for several years has owned a service sta-

tion, now leased. Mrs. Blair worked for many years fram
1920 to 1938 in Underwood's Drug Store. ﬁ’ley have fo
children. Mr. Totten, who came here in 1902, was em-
ployed by Klamath Lumber and Box, working on the
Nancy K and the Cary Lou, handling log booms. Tha
homesteaders and their families went to the Wast Side
of Upper Klamath Lake for the run to their land on the
Winema, then owned by John Totten. The Blair and Tot-
tan homesteads joined. Mr. and Mrs. Totten have two

sons, Dave and Hugh, both of Klamath Falls. Both couples
still live in Klamath Falls,

orama of human emotions

Many of these stories can only
e ropeated by sans and dough-
tere of thoxe who came mopre
than hall & century age from
the Middle West, the states vast
of the Mississippi, from the South
wherve peanuls and cotton orow,
and the newer  West.  Thoy
are still fresh in mind for many
of those wha have heard the
stovies from parenls now  gone,
were horn here

This one has o do with home:
steading, and while it cannot b
told without lapses in time. it
recalls those dayvs befnre nstro
nauts, heehive hairdoes and  jet
eavel
I was

Mrs. John T Tolten of 323 Fronf
Street and Mr
Blair who live at 1527
Avenue. Nol too long agn they
spent an alternoon together “re-
membering when ™

Names and places wera also
recalled by Mr, and Mrs. A, E
Wampler al  Odessa
{ather, Marion H. Wampler had
the first butcher shop in Klam-
ath Falls. loeated where the Van.
Fleet Electric now operates at
second and Main,

Marion  Wampler
in 1905 on Upper Klamath Lake
at Coon Point when King Gray,
almost o Tegendary figure, home-
stegided there Lo, The names af
Caxev Jones a homesteader in
the W5 on Varney or Pit Creek

Harey  Ponle and  Rose Torrey
who Ilnter became his wife, Frank
Courtade, The and Jim Straw
Frank Davis, o man by the name
of Swan al the head of Aspen
Lake, Bob Perkins, Bruce Gad.
dis came to mind there
were many others

The Blairs and the Tottens
were  among 12 familles whae
had  hedrts sl oon sellling oo

homestead land near Odessa, 16
unitz: thep offered by the federal
government. They believed the
year was 1910, the month July

Fach hovschold head could file
upan 160 acres of land,

covered with merchantable tim.

okl in parl by twe
homestending  couples who  still
llve in Klamath Falls, Mr. and

and Mrs, James
Oregon

Mickey's

homesteaded

lurpely

and left bare spot an roof

was taken half a century ag

and Homer Martin and Frank Courta
as they ara now of the size of animals they brought down. Mote spring scales near
top of laft hand side of picture at buck's sheulder,

THE HARD WAY — Thass logs, hauled an a logging
sled, were an route to be decked at Homesteadar's Land-
ing on Upper Klamath Lake near Rock Crask Ranch, once
ownad by D. E. Alexander, now ownad by Mrs. Page
Lamoreaur of Califarnia, Winters then ware more tavare

PLENTY OF MOISTURE — Sus Blair stood In path in snow in front of first homestead
cabin to visit with unidentifiad quest on skis. Heat from wood fire had melted snow

of house. Other homesteadars built similar homes,

THERE WAS A TIME — Deer huntors in the Klamath Country were once allowed fo
kill 10 desr. Later the number was reduced to five, then to throe when this picture

licanses were a dollar. Left to right ara Jim
¢ and their bags. Hunters were as proud then

0. Huniing

and snow was desper than in racent yoars. Logs wers
towed to Klamath Falls mills when ice broke up on lake.
Lagaers are nat identified —Early Day Picturas Courtesy
of Mr. and Mry. James Blair, Klamath Falls,

FINE NEW HOME — This is sacond home built on their homestead by Mr. and Mrs.
Jim Blair. Small cabin, ariginal home in which thay lived threo or four years, is at rear.
A stana wall they built near homesite has now nearly disappeared. After family
cama ta Klamath Falls o live, others carriad away the contents that ware laft and
aventually tors down and removed the houses accupiad by Mr. and Mrs. Blair, Mr. and
Mrs. John T. Tetten and other homesteadaers.

TROTTING TRANSPORTATION — Company came from California so Sua and Jim
Blair took them for a spin. The bays are Jim and Bill. The dog is Chief. Jim Blair Is
driving. Mrs. Blair is on left in back seat,
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ARMLOADS OF FRAGRANCE — Many years ago the beoautiful pink and white
Mountain Lillias grew in the forests of !Kn Klamath country on long stems laden with
at many as 17 heavy-scented blossoms. Thora wara so many that they were taken out
in quantities. As years passed bulbs wara dug and taken away to homa gardens.
Passibly thows left bacama diseased or insect riddan. At any rate the Mountain Lily
has nearly disappearad. Some are qrowing ‘whare thay have been iransplanted but
tha foreign soils of tha valleys are not kind to the plant, which is used to the mellow
decay of farest veqatation and the cool shade. These wore on Jamas Blair homestead
an West Side of Upper Klamath Lake. Laft to right, standing, are Dorothy (Jelly)
Srmlh. Idella Sua Blair, Jim Blair and Claudae Starr. The lad on ground is Eddie, surname
nat known,
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